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They shall ask the ftsa^^.to Zion with their faeea 

thitherward ; saying, C^me, let us join our- 

selves to the iJord, in a perpetual 

covenant that shall not oe 

forgotten. Jere- 

mkxhLS. 

And confessed that they were strangers and pilgriids 
on the earth. Hcbrewa xi, 13. 
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ZION'S PILGRIM. 



It was not until that I had passed a very 
considerable portion of time in the life oi 
msLUf that I felt the fall conviction of my be- 
ing but * a stranger and a pilgrim upon the 
earth.' And it becomes even now, one of 
the most astonishing circumstances, in the 
new view of things which are^ continually 
opening before me, that there should have 
been so much ignorance in my mind by*^na- 
ture,on a subject, which in itself appears so 
exceedingly plain and evident. Not that I 
was altogether void of apprehension, that the 
present life formed a bounded prospect. JBtit 
yet my ideas were, like those of the great 
mass of unawakened characters, wlio believe 
as though they be^eved not ; and who, though 
ready enough to confess in the general, that 
man is hut a dying creature, yet in the par- 
I* 
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ticular instance as it concerns Diemselres, 
live as though they never thought to die. 

I. pause-— in the moment of recollection^ 
to look back uj^on the whirlpool^ in which, 
for so many years, I was hurried on by the 
unceasing curi*ent I unconsciouis of the peril- 
ous situation in which I then moved, arid, 
unconcerned at what I saw of the sudden 
departure of those around me, swallowed 
up in the vortex ! 

Dnead power ! awful even in thy mercies ! 
Do I now stand secure on the edge, upheld 
by a strength not my own, no longer within 
the reach of the tide, and beholding the sot 
len^n prospect of thousands still ingulphed ? 
Can I call to mind the past danger and the 
present deliverance, unmoved with pity over 
the unthinking throng, and untouched witii 
gratitude to tUoe, the sole Author ot every 
mercy 7 I feel, (blessed be the grace that in* 
spires it,) tlie rising hymn of thankfitlnessin 
my heart, while the tear drops from my eye ; 
^ Lord, how is it that thou hast manifested 
thyself unto me, and not unto the world ? 

-«-^The reader who ^Hidjescends to in* 
terest himself in tiie history of a poor trav- 
diet* to 2ion, must be content to admit of 
£hese occasional interrupticms by .the wa}^« 






Ywi fikayy perha^y my brotfaert €oiM»d«* 
every thing of tiiis kind, but as the mmeoes- 
sary parenthesis of the tale. Bat they M*e 
not SQ to the writer. The life of a pilgrim, 
and of Zion's Pilgrim particulai'ly^ furnish- 
es but a comfortless view in the retrospect* 
It IS like trei^ding over large tracts of waste* 
thorny* .and unimproved ground. Every 
little spot therefore* which can be looked/ 
back upon with delight* is like the sweet 
herbage, and the refreshing stream* here 
and there only to be found on the barren 
heath ; and which are beyond all ealpula^ 
tion, precious to the traveller. 

If the reader cannot enter into a full par- 
ticipation with the writer* in these enjoy- 
ments, he hopes he will at least suffer them 
to remain as so many episoitsiw the history^ 
It is possible* from an nmson of hearts* some 
fellow-traveller on the road to Zion* may 
find in them an harmoiiy of sound* corres* 
ponding to his own song of praisis : and ^ 
him they^will be not umnteresting. 

One reflection* I thbik* cannot fiul t0 
strike the gracious mind with force* in t)ie 
review of a long period of imawa^ened na- 
ture* when once brought out of it ; and that 
ia» thfi dutinguishing pr<^^Hc8 of preserving 
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• 

grace. I never knew, until grace 'taught it 
me, how much lowed, and was continqally 
accamalating tlte debt, during the season of 
my unregeneracy, to this one principle. But 
now, under Divine teaching, I have learnt 
somewhat of this spiritual arithmetic, and 
can enter into the full apprehension of what 
the Apostle means when he says, < preserv- 
^ ed in Jesus Christ, and called/* 

Do you ask what that is ? Every man's 
pcrsonalexperience becomes the truest com- 
ifientator. But for the grace of presenta- 
tion in Jesus Christ, there never could have 
been a calling^fo Jesus Christ. Calculate, 
if you can, how long a space you lived un- 
conscious of your state, < without God and 
Without Christ in the world.* And had you 
been cut off in the a^lfid state of ah una* 
wakened, uni'egcnerated mind ; wbei«e would 
have been your portion ? And were there 
no seasons of peculiar peril, no sickness, no 
intemperance, no hair-bi*eadth escapes, in 
which life hung as by a thread over an hope- 
less eternity ? Oh ! the countless instances 
of preservation hi Christ Jesus, befoi»e tlie 
redeemed of the L(n*d arc brought to the 
W apjxreh^ision of divine things which arc o^ 

* Jude i. J, 



CHirist Jesus ! Hare yon ne^er seen the van- 
conscious babe watched over^ in all its hd^ 
less defenceless honrs» by the sedidous ten- 
derness and care of its anxious parent i 
Such, and infinitely higher* must be his pre^ 
serration of his peqde, who not only watchtt 
over them ^ every mom^it lest any hist 
them f^ but* what peculiarly endears Uii 
loving-kindness to the hearty he watches 
ofver them for good in those moments also, 
ill the days of their unregeneracy, whn 
they are ' making Him to serve with tht«r 
mm^^ tod wearying Him ^Rh theii* ini<ltt&. 
ties^'f Is this view of the subject wluMff 
Unprofitable to thci souli not iii the actual 
possession of grace 7 I tfuit not. Is not 
every one a monument of spoHng merc^ 
while continuing on praying ground P And 
if preserved in Christ Jesusy why not hope 
there may be yet a calling to Christ Jesus i ^ 
I have often thought, that if the most sensed 
lesfl mind could be but bfought to stop iat|Mi 
mad career of folly, and put the question to 
the heart : < For what purpose am 1 preserved 
to this hour ; and why is the morning light 
again vouchsafed to one who but lives t6 
idnise it ?' Such a solemn appeal to the heai(# 

*ls«iahxxm3. fkaiah xliiL 94 



is tbe coo^ moment of reflectioiiy might be 
UeHsed by divine grace ; and induce a new 
train of thought, and new principles of con* 
duct in tbe mind. How doth the jLoi^ wait 
that he may be gracious unto you ? and 
therefore will he be exalted, that he mary 
bare mercy u]Min you ; for tbe Lord is a 
God of judgment : ^blessed are all tiiey that 
wait for him/* 

I hardiy know at what pmod to com^ 
mence my history. All that part of  life 
wMch I Bpcsnt prior to my conversion, I can- 
not reckon in the estimate of really living. 
He only lives, who lives to God's glory. 
AH eke is but a blank in cr^tion. And 
were the sum total of my days to be mad0 
ap under this numeration, it could only cor<» 
respond to tbe character of him, who being 
x*egenerated after he had attained the age of 
three-score, ordered for the inscription of 
his tomb-^stone ^ ^^ Here lieth an M man 
of four years oW/* 

I can only tell the reader, that if from 
my first apprehension of divine things must 
comiyence the calculation of my real life, I 
have but a little path to go over. But from 
tbis ^ra would I desire to date my history. 

» Isiu^h XXX. ^9. ' 



^i®iat v:ere the sccofwiary means which 
)iie Lord in his providence wad pleased to' 
employ, it is not so interei^ing to the reader 
to be informed of) as to bohoU their effica^ 
cy under grace. It wiMbc sufflcient for 
him to know, that from an ardent pursuit^ 
like that of the generality of the world, of 
the several objects which attract attention in 
the circle of Kfe, I found my mind suddenly 
arrested by matters of an higher nature ; 
and among the first evidences of the renewed 
life, I discovered two or three leading prin- 
ciples manifesting the mighty change. M 
for example, — ^From being occupied in an un- 
r«9Eiitting regard to things temporal, I now 
fonnd my lieart earnest to pursue the things 
which are eternal | and if at any tiine^ 
the necessarv and unavoidable claims of 
the worid broke. in upon me to call off my 
attention ^ my heart, like the needle under 
magnetic influence, which cannot be long di- 
verted from the object of its attraction, $oon 
was turned again to its favourite pursuit. 
In like manner the troubles of life, and the. 
disappMntmdnts iiecessar^ tothe present pre- 
llminaary 8tatc> which in the days of my un- 
regeifei^y operated with all their ise verity, 
now lost their power, or at teAst became fes- 
sened, in the greater anxiety of what m^ght 
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be vsf situation in the warU to come. TMb, 
like the ocean, whose boundless bdsom takes 
in all the rivers flowing into it, swallowed^ 
up every lesser stream of sorrow ; and an a- 
wakened concern * for the one thing needful/ 
made me forget every other consideration. 
Add to these, I had been so exceedingly 
prodi^of tiiney while I knew not its value; 
and having been literally sending out into the 
streets and lanes of the city to invite passen- 
gers to take it off my hand^. But when it 
pleased Qod to call me by his grace, I found 
every part of it to be so precious, that like the 
fugitive man-slayer hastening to the gate of 
1^ refuge, I di^eaded every moment lest the ad- 
yersai*y shoul4 seize me before I had found 
a sanctuary from his fury. As well as I re- 
collect, (and great cause have I to recollect 
every thing connected with a situation so cri- 
tioal) I was in this state of mind when my 
desires were first awakened to an inquiry 
after Zion ; and the question involuntsurily 
was bursting fropi the fulness of my heart, 
< Who will show me any good I I^ord, do 
thou lift up the light of thy countenance up- 
on me f and it shall put n^ore gladness in 
my heart, than in the time yfY^&n. cora^ and 
vdne^ wd Qil increase !' , . 
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Awakened to a concern which I had 
never before experienced^ and called upon 
continually by a voice from within, which 
neither the engagements of pleasure nor 
the clamour of business could wholly 
stifle; I found myself, insensibly, as it v/ 
were, entered upon the road to Zion, ea- 
gerly disposed to ask every one by the 
way, * Who will show me any good V 
though unconscious at that time what that 
good meant, or whether there were any 
means of attaining it. 

It was in the midst of one of thoise 
highly interesting Jjpomentsj when my 
heart seemed to be more than ordinarily 
impressed with the consideration of the im- 
portance of the inquiry, and perhaps too 
I'cady to receive the bias of any direction 
wliich might first oflR&r, that it occurred to 
my recollection, there was a person who 
lived in the neighbourhood, who might help 
ine in my pursuits of happineis, whom^ 
for the sake of distinction, I would call 

l%e Moral Man* 

His house lay on the left hand side of 
the road in the way to Zion; and therefore 
it would not be going much out of my di- 

2 
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14 ZION^S i'lXGBlM* 

rect path to call upon him. I men^on 
this for the hetter information of those 
travellers who may come after me on the 
same errand, concerning both his situation 
and character. 

I had long known him, and not unfre- 
quently been witness to some sti'iking in- 
stances of the benevolence of his mind. 
He was well known ii>deed to all around 
for the extensivenciss bf lus charity. The 
poor man never went from his door with 
his tale of misery unheard, or his wants 
unrelieved. And it was said of him, al- 
most to a proverb, b^Ae pensioners of his 
bounty, that if, evJF any man went to 
heaven, it would be* him. I considered 
myself particularly fortunate in the recol- 
lection of such a cjiaracter, to whom I 
mightunbosommysdif on the subject which 
lay so near my heart : so that calling upon 
him, with tl^at kind of freedom wliich ne- 
cessity begets, and which a, confidence in 
the person you address will always excite, 
I communicated to him, without reserve, 
the state of my mind. 

He heard me with great attention 5 now 
and then only, as I stated my distress, ex- 
pressing much pity for my concern on a 
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subject which he considered to be perfectly 
unnecessary ; wondering, as he said, that 
there should be a single person upon earth, 
weak enough to interrupt the enjoyment 
of his own happiness with an anxiety so 
ill founded ; and which, according to his 
ideas, tended to reflect so greatly upon the 
goodness of the Deity. "For my paii; 
(says he) I have too high notions of God, 
to imagine that he ever made any creature 
to be miserable ; neither can I fancy the 
possibility of what some gloomy minds are 
so much alarmed About — of the doctrine 
of future punishm^^. It appears to me 
altogether inconsistent with the benevo- 
lence of the Divine character/'— 

" Hold, Sir, (I interrupted him,) and 

pray satisfy my mii^ on this point, before 
you go further. I readily join issue with 
you in the highest acknowledgments of the 
goodness of God j and am most fully per- 
suaded, that all praise must fall infinitely 
short in the description of what it really 
is. But I see as plainly as though written 
with a sunbeam, that much misery may, 
and in fact doth, consist with the Divine 
Goodness, in the present life. And as I 
suppose, no one will venture to impeach 
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16 ZION'8 VIZGmU. 

God's goodness, in the permission of evil 
Acre; I cannot form the vestige of an argu- 
ment, why that goodness may not be as 
consistent with the existence of evil here- 
after; especially, when revelation comes in 
to the aid of my feeble reason, declaring 
in a tone of th^ most determined and un- 
alterable decision, that ' the wicked shall 
be punished with everlasting deatruction 
from the presence of the Lord*'* Can 
you explain to me, how I am to reconcile 
f these things with your opinion ? And do you 
not imagine that there^is great danger in 
entertaining such un wuified notions of ikd 
Divine character — offeomplimenting God's 
goodness at the expense of God's trutii ?" 
My neighbour waved the question— 4ak- 
ing shelter under thg general covering of 
a supposed inofFensiveness of conduct, and 
a well intentioned frame of mind« * I do 
not (he replied) trouble myself with mat- 
ters of this nature. Providence hath bles- 
sed me with ample circumstances, and I do 
all the good I can in my little sphere of 
usefulness. While therefore I enjoy the 
present, I am'thankful for tlie past, and 
feai'less for the future. My opinion is 
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Ibrmed on that excellent maxim of the poet/ 

* For God is paid when man receives ; 
T' enjoy is to obey.' 

'These are my sentiments^ (added my 
neighbour,) and in the discharge of moral 
duties, I rest satisfied for the event/ 

** It would be very unbecoming in me (I 
replied,) to controyert your opinion, having 
called 4ipon you for instruction, and not to 
instruct. But forgive me if I err in the 
apprehension, that what you have ad vane* 
ed in the eulogy of moral virtues, relates 
more to earthly concerns than heavenly-^ 
more to the present well-bein^ of man, • 
than to the future enjoyment of God. 
There is, unquestionably, a loveliness in 
moral virtue, which cannot fail to gain the 
esteem of every beholder ; and happy would 
it be for the circumstances of mankind, if 
its influences were far more general than 
they Kye. And while a proper distinction 
is made between the duties connected with 
the present world, and' the preparations 
suitable for another, too much cannot be 
said in praise of morality. But if, in the 
sight oi God, an imperfect obedience to a 
moral system could have answered the pur- 
poses of futurity ; (I say imperfect obedietKe, 

2* 
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becaiue no one upon earth will ventare^ I 
imagine^ to^ think higher of hiB practical 
attainments in this science^ than that they 
come short of perfection f) the religion of 
Christianity, would have been an unneces- 
sary revelation. What nation ever ex- 
ceeded, in point of morals, tiie Roman and 
the Lacedemonian comiponwealths ? And 
y^t, after all, we can only place 1j||^m in 
the cli^ of unenlightened heathens, in 
respect to religion. Is there not some 
grand deficiency in that system, which to- 
tally shuts out, or at least throws far into 
the back ground of the piece, the acknowl* 
^dgement of Him, who, one should suppose, 
would form the first and principal char- 
acter y^ 

* Permit me to place the argument in a 
point of view, which may in some measure 
tend to decide it. If I mistake not, yon 
have a large family of children, all branch- 
ed out in life ; and you have already mfade 
for them a most ample provision : and it is 
by your liberality that they are enabled to 
move in a sphere suited, to their rank and 
ciit;umstances. Put the case now, that 
these children of your's live in the great* 
^ love a»d harmony with each otiier ; 
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» 

and, not content mth the bare practice of 
BioraLhonesty and justice, are khid^ affec- 
tionate^ frigidly, tender^ even to the anti- 
cipation of what one conceives may pro- 
mote the 0ther^9 happiness. But suppose^ 
that in the midst of all this attention to the 
mutual and general felicity of each other^ 
they are never heard to express an affec- 
tion topards the person of a father^ from 
whom, as the source, they have derived all 
their enjoyments ; would not any man con- ^ 
sider them as deficient in the first and 
l^est of all possible obligations ? And is 
not this the very state of those who, prid- 
ing themselves in the discharge of moral 
duties to their neighbour, pass by the 
reverence, the love, the gratitude, and 
obedience they owe to God. 

^ Bear with me, I beseech you. Sir, and 
correct me if I am wrong. I merely state 
the objections to what you have advanced, 
as they appear to me, in order that your 
better judgment may remove them. But, 
indeed, it hath often struck my mind very 
forcibly, that there must be some latent 
principle of evil lurking under a fair form ; 
when I have beheld characters of the great- 
est respectability, who appear to be every 
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thing which i^ amiable to their fellow- 
creatures — ^generous, noble, affectionate; 
but at the same time tptally dead to devout 
sentimenti^» Often it hath been my lot, in 
times past, to have been introduced to 
their tables ; where the plentiful provisions 
of all the bounties of God's providence, 
seemed to be continually inviting the con* 
versation to some remarks on the g«j|odness 
of the Great Provider. But, alas ! during 
the many hours which I have ^sometimes 
spent at one meal, not a word hath dropped 
in honour of the Almighty Master of the 
feast. The gifts have been enjoyed, but 
the Giver totally forgotten. It hath been 
frequently my I'eproach, I assure you. Sir, 
wlien returning from such tables, in the 
days while I attended them, (for I have 
long since given them up,) that there must 
be some baleful principle in the human 
mind to produce such effects. Will you 
help me to account for it P* 

My neighbour seemed a little hurt at 
tlie closeness of the question. * You. will 
excuse me. Sir, (he replied,) it is not my 
province to preach. I would recommend 
you rather to the worthy Vicar of our 
.parish, who is allowed by all who attend 



his church; to be one of the most elegant 
preachers of the age. Perhaps he may be 
able to satisfy your inquiries ; and I shall 
very much rejoice, if your mind can be 
made easy.* 

Disappointed as I found myself in the 
information proposed from my visit, I 
could not but be thankful for my neigh- 
bour's candour ; and finding my anxiety 
increase rather than diminish^ in desires 
after the attainment of somethings which 
l^knew not by what term to distinguish ; 
I thought it might be right to follow up 
my neigt]j|»our's advice ; and accordingly, 
on the next Sunday I went to hear 

TAe Moral Preacher. 

He took his text from the prophecy of 
Mcahf chap. vi. ver. 8. * He hath show- 
ed thee, O man, what is good. And what 
doth the Lord require of thee, but to do 
justly and to love mercy, and to walk 
humbly with thy Grod.* I felt much pleas- 
ure in the very idea of the subject proposed 
from this text of scripture, the moment it 
was mentioned ; and therefore listened with 
the more attention, in order to discover 
some leading plants, which might be 

V 
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brought forward to give me comfort. The 
substance of the preacher's sermon, when 
separated from the flowery ornaments of 
it, was directed to show, that the path to 
Bappiness was set before every one ; that 
God had shown man what was good ; and 
that it was man's own fault if he did not 
follow it; that what the Lord required, was 
nothing harsh, or unreasonable, or diffi- 
cult ; but the plain, easy, self-rewarding 
virtues of moral obligation. And that if, 
in addition to the line of doing justly 9 the 
circumstances favoured the lave of inercy, 
in relieving the wants of the ^wretched, 
where ability reached, and dropping over 
them the tear of sympathy where it did 
not ; and instead of studying to be wise 
above what is written, respecting Divine 
things, ^ to walk humbly with GOD ;' 
these made up the sum and substance of 
all moral and religious concerns. 

* Well, Sir, cried my neiglibour, (who 
had attended also the church that morn- 
ing, and was coming out of the porch at ' 
the same moment with myself,) — ^well, 
Sir, what are your sentiments now? I 
hope our worthy Vicar has fully satisfied 
your mind.' — And this Bb said loud enough 
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to be heard by those around^ and with that 
kind of triumph which a man feels when 
he fancies he has fully established an opin- 
ion long disputed. 

* It is my mercy,' replied a poor man, 
(who overheard my neighboui'^s observa- 
tion,) * that I have not so learned Christ.' 
God hath indeed shown me what is good ; 
and could I look up and say that I have 
followed it, all might be well. But, alas ! 
* I have sinned and come short of the glory 
of GOD.' I know not what others feel ; 
but I am free to confess, that in many in- 
stances which my recollection now re- 
proaches me with, and others, no doubt, 
which my treacherous heart hath long since 
forgotten ; I have neither * done justly, lov- 
ed mercy, nqr walked humbly with my 
GOD.' 

* Though I have reason to be very 
thankful, that God's preventing tind res- 
training grace hath kept me from the more 
open and flagrant acts of injustice ; yet I 
am conscious that self-love and self-inter- 
est have betrayed me into the doing of 
many things, which would not bear to be 
ascertained by the strict equilibrium of a 
standard of justice^ which admits no par- 
s' 
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tiality. I am no less convinced also tliat 
in speakingfl have committed^ on number- 
less occasions, a breach of that golden 
rule of justice, which forbids reporting to 
another's injury, what> in similai* circum- 
stances, I should have thought wrong to 
have had spoken of myself. And from the 
imagination of man's heart, which scrip* 
ture declares to he only evU continually , I 
am persuaded that, in thinking, many un- 
kind thoughts have arisen in my mind 
against my neighbour, which become a 
violation of that law of charity which 
thinketh no evU^ I dare not, therefore, 
whatever others may do — I dare not risk 
the final decision of my everlasting wel - 
fare on the point of doing justty. 

* Neither under the condition of Icving 
mercy, can 1 6nd greater confidence. For 
I discover in my nature, anger, resent- 
ment, pndc, and the like corrupt passions ; 
which in spite of all my endeavours to 
suppress them, like the eruptions of a vol- 
cano, which plainly bespeak the h(*at 
Vvithin from the lava thrown without, too 
clearly testify that the love of mercy is 
not the ruling passion ! and therefore 
never to be estimatedi- by the few casir^ J 



iH^tS'of alms-giving, which if the heart 
wouM be faithful to acknowledge, are 
sometimes more the result of pride, than 
the pure cflTect of j*eal love and charity. 

' I blush at the bare mention of walking 
huwMy with God., in the recollection how 
often my rebellious heart hath risen, and 
is continually rising, in opposition to Hitf 
government and authority. Fretful and 
impatient under the slightest afflictions ; 
unthankful for the greatest mercies ; and 
though desiring in my daily prayer, that 
his will may be done, frequently wishing 
it may not ; and even displeased if it be, 
when it thwarts my own ! — ^Can sui6h a 
creature be said to *walk humbly with 
his GOD 2' 

My neighbour listened to the poor man's 
t)bservations, and when he had finished, 
walked away without making a reply. For 
Viy part, though it appeared that his reas- 
oning was conclusive, and unanswerable, 
jet I ventured to say, * If thi^ be the state 
of the case, what becomes of tlie morality 
of the Christian religion ; and in what 
sense are we to accept the Sermon on the 
Mount, with which the Great Author of 
it opened his commission ? 
3 
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* The morality of the Christian I'eligion, 
(replied the poor man^) stands where it 
ever istood, upon its own fixed and im- 
moveable basis; and * sooner shall Heaven 
and earth pass, than one jot or tittle of the 
Law shall fail/ God doth not lose his 
authority to command, because man hath 
lost his power to obey. The creditor fore- 
goes not the right to his just due, because 
^ the debtor is become insolvent. By * the 
Law is the knowledge of sin.'* Hence 
the Great Author of the Christian system 
opened his commission with the promul- 
gation of this law, that its unalterable, un- 
accommodating terms might evei^ stand in 
the front of his Gospel ; and ^ the man that 
doeth them shall live in them.'f If, there- 
fore, any man can appeal to this standard 
of decision ; can look up with an uncovei*- 
ed, undaunted front, and challenge the 
strictest scrutiny over every thought, and 
word, and action ; if there be such an. 
obedience found as can give life, * verily 
righteousness sliall be by the Law.':]: But 
if both scripture and experience have con- 
cluded ^ all under sin, if all have sinned 
and come short of the glory of Ctod ;' and 

* Rom. a 30. t Gal. iii. 12. X Gal. iii. 21. 



eiON's PIX6RIM. 9.7 

by * the deeds of the Law, no flesh can be 
justified in His sight :' then it will be 
found, that the moral sermon of the Great 
Author of Christianity on the mount, as 
well as the moral system of the great 
Jewish lawgiver in the wilderness, were 
both designed to act as Hhe schoolmaster 
to bring unto Christ ;* and, that * He is 
the end of the law for righteousness to 
every one that believeth.'f 

Pause, therefore, one moment, and ex- 
amine how the account stands between 
CrOD and your conscience. In the present 
season of lightness and inattention, a mul- 
titude of occurrences of frailty, and some- 
times what deserves a harsher name, pass 
away in the stream of time, noiseless and 
inaudible, and are soon swallowed up in 
the gulph of oblivion. But m that hour, 
when the Lord will lay * judgment to the 
line and righteousness to the plummet,' if 
you and I have no better righteousness 
than our own to trust in, no Surety to 
stand in our stead, no Advocate to plead 
our cause ; an effect infinitely more awful 
than that which loosed the loins of tiie 
impious monarch we read of will tafae 

* Gal. ill 24. fRom. X.4. 
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place, when weighed in the balance and 
found wanting.'* 

I knew not what to reply, and therefore 
remained silent. The poor man, bidding 
jne farewell, left me to ruminate on the 
solemn inquiry : ^ How should man be just 
with GOD Vj 

The effect wrouglit in my miirf^y 
reason of the poor man's observations, 
was not unsimUai* in permanency, though 
producing very opposite sensations in point 
of Measure, to what the poet hath descrih'- 
ed of oup finst father's feelings, in the 
garden of Eden, on the close of the angd'fi 
rdatioa concerning divine things — 

The Angel ended, and in Adam's ear 
So channin^ left his voice that he awhile 
Thought him still speaking, still stood fix'd to. 
hear. Milton. 

I felt the same force, but not the same 
sweetness, from what he said. It was a 
harsh sound, and the vibration long dwelt 
upon my ear, * How shall man be just 
with GOD ?' It followed me to what Job 
calls the * visions of the night .;':t^ and Qven 
then, like the spectre wluch he saw, the 
same expostulating voice iseeraed to cry, 
^ How shall man be just with GOD ^ 

* Dan. v. 6. t Job, xL S. J Job iv. 
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The stern demand rang through all the 
chambers of the conscience, as if a thou- 
sand voices had concurred to proclaim the 
utter impossibility of answering the ques- 
tion, in the very moment of proposing it. 
And as an echo reverberates from broken 
walls, so the sound of conviction returned 
from my broken heart; by *the deeds of 
the Law no flesh can be justified in his 
sight.' ^ 

It is with some degree of grateful re- 
collection, that I look back upon this part 
of my history ; and bless God, while I 
trace hisjdivine hand, graciously interpos- 
ing by the instrumentality of this poor . 
man, to rescue me from the dangerous 
path of delusion, into which I had turned, 
when seeking justification by the deeds of 
the law\ I can now enter into a partici- 
pation of David^s experience upon a simi- 
lar occasion, and feel somewhat of that 
spirit which he felt in the instance of the 
wife of the Cannelite, when under a deep 
conviction of that sin-preventing provi- 
dence, he cried out, * Blessed be the Lord 
Grod of Israel, which sent thee this day to 
meet me ; and blessed be thy advice, and 

*Rom.ui.20. 

3* 
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blessed be thou.'^ — ^In like manner I find 
cause to bless God in the review of this in- 
stance as the Author 9 the pwyr man as the ^ 
instnvtmnU and his advice as the mean^ 
which the Lord was pleased to commission, 
for the emancipation of my mind troia a 
self-confidence, which, if cherished, must 
have ultimately ended in my eternal ruin* 
—And my reader will I hope forgive me^ 
if I interrupt the progress of the history 
for a moment, only to remind him, that un- 
less the mind be brought under similar 
conclusions respecting the unalterable and 
unaccommodating right of Gdd^s de- 
mands, * wo unto him that striveth with? 
his Maker!' We may fancy what wa 
please, and frame a standard of our own> 
for God to go by, according to our notions- 
of the fitness of things ; as if an arraigned 
culprit at the bar should stand up and pre- 
scribe laws to liis judge ! but it would be 
well to consider, before it be too late, the 
very solemn tone of decision in which the 
scriptui^ hath settled the point, which 
leaves the subject at once determined and 
without appeal. Behold, he putteth no 
trust in His Saints ; even His Angels He 

♦1 Sam. XXV. 32. 
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chai'geth with folly. What then is man, 
that he should be clean? And he which 
is born of a woman that he should be 
righteous ?'* 

There is an intei"pretation, which I have 
since learnt, to tlie text of the prophet, 
Micahf vi. and ver. 8 ; which the moral 
preacher discotirsed upon, very different 
from his ; and which I bless God the Spirit 
for teaching me, * To do justice, and love 
mercy, and walk humbly with God.* The 
Prophet himself, in the very words as they 
£;tand, declares tliat these separate acts are 
"ivith GOD 9 in their performance. And 
without all possible dispute, the iirst and 
bighest instances of all duties must have 
a priority of reference towards Him. 
Hence, therefore, I do justice with Gon, 
when from a clear conviction that I have 
broken hi?^ righteous laws, and as such 
fitand exposed to the penalty due to the 
breach of them, I confess, that I merit 
nothing from his Almighty hand, but * in- 
dignation and ^Tath, tribulation and an- 
guish.^ I lave inefct/f in the fullest and 
truest; sense of loving mercy, when I ac- 
knowledge upcm my bended knees and in 

* Job iv. 18. XV. 14. 
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the most heartfelt rejoicing, that ^ it is of 
the Lord's mercies that I am not consum- 
ed, because his compassions fail not*' 
And I defy any one to xualk mare humUy 
with GOD, than the Believer, who, while 
daily confessing himself to deserve nothing 
but punishment, is receiving nothing but 
mercy. This is indeed to follow up the 
divine precept, and becomes the best com- 
ment upon what, it may well be supposed, 
the Lord requireth. But the view of the 
prophet's words, according to this inter- 
pretation of them, is wliat I did not Icari^ 
in the early part of my pilgiimage. The 
reader will forgive the introduction of it 
here. 

The Family at Prayers. 

For ever driven from the 'asylum of 
ifioral duties as a justifying principle be- 
fore God I and still restless and uneasy 
from the suspense of an awakened mind^ 
in respect to the solemn events of futurity ; 
I found myself compelled to go further in 
the pursuit of the wished-for happipess; 
though w^hat path to explore, or where to 
direct my inquiry, I knew not. 
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There lived a family of long reputed 
piety, whose place of residence lay not far 
out of my way ; from whom it struck me 
that some information might be obtained. 
I instantly directed my steps towards the 
house. And I was led to consider it as a 
very peculiar coincidence of circumstances^ 
and not unfavourable to my purpose^ that 
tiie household were engaged at their morn- 
ing devotions, just in the moment that I 
entered their dwettitig. 

There is a principle, I know not by 
what term to call it, wliich acts with sin- 
gular energy on the human mind, at tiie 
very appearance of religious worship. 
The heart is instinctively brought within 
the sphere of attraction, and is secretly 
inclined to paiiicipate in what it beholds. 
I felt this influence operating the moment 
I entei'ed the room. I considered what 
this family was engaged in, as a common 
interest, a common concern ; so that with- 
out giving any interruption, I dropped 
upon my knees, unbidden and uninvited, 
in the midst of the circle. 

When the devotion was finished, the 
master of the house desired me to be seat- 
ad, and our conversation, naturally taking 
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its rise out of the incident of the moment, 
turned on religion. 

* It is my uniform custom^ Sir/ said 
he, * to hegin and end the day in prayer — I 
consider it to be my duty. I know it ex- 
poses me to the sneer of the fashionable 
world ; but I cannot help that. It appears 
to me to be the obligation of every master 
of a family, to set up the form of religion 
in his houses and for example's sake, to 
lead his household to church on Sundays. 
For the same reason I make it a point that 
all the elder branches of my family, after 
they have been confirmed, should attend 
the montliiy sacrament; and it is my wish, 
that my wife and daughters should go to 
prayers on the week days and festivals : 
and I believe they are pretty constant in 
their attendance. And, Sir, we all find 
the good eflTects of it. We are prosperous 
in the world ; and cheerful and happy, as 
you see. Religion has nothing gloomy 
with us. No family, I persuade myself, 
is more comfortably than ours.' 

The master of the house said this with 
so much complacency and satisfaction, and 
there seemed to be so much cheerfulness 
appearing in erery countenance of his 
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household^ that I began to hope the object 
of my visit was answered without further 
inquiry. I concluded with myself, that if 
the observance of religious duties was ca- 
pable of inducing so much happiness in 
their instance, it would have the same 
tendency in mine. I only remained there- 
fore long enough among this apparently 
happy family, to present my congratula- 
tions on what I had seen ^ and then took 
my leave, to put into practice the lesson 
whk^h I had learnt from them. 

It is impossible to tell my reader what 
a round of duties I laboured through, of 
reading, hearing, fasting, watching, pray- 
ing. And to the constant routine of this 
kind, when the monthly sacraments came 
about in their periodical returns, I added 
every, page which is prescribed in the 
weekly preparations. I could not have 
ventured in those days to the Lord's table, 
with any of the appointed forms unfulfil- 
led, for the world. And as this path in 
the trammels af devotion opened a contin- 
ual feast to feed the pride of my heart 
upon, I soon jbtegan to feel the sweet effects 
of it in the gratification it afforded m^* 
For finding greater confidence from the 
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supposed rectitude of my life> and dutiful 
obedience tawards God, than heretofore^ 
I concluded that I stood on much saC^ 
ground for acceptance with him. Not that 
I then thought that my goodness alone and 
without the merits of Jesus Christ, would 
be sulBcient to salvation : (for by this time 
I had learnt somewhat of the nature of the 
Christian religion:) but I took it for 
granted, that what^ did would be the sure 
method of recommending mp to God for 
it. So that, upon the wh(de, I was well 
pleased with myself. There were indeed 
certain seasons, now and then, when upon 
the omission of any duty, or the commis* 
sion of any sin, my mind would misgive 
ine, and for the moment, induce fear. Btft 
these were but transient impi*essions, which 
I endeavoured to efface as fast as possible^ 
in atoning for the evil, by increasing dili- 
gence in the path of what I thought good* 
And thus, by carrying on a commutation 
with God, I strove to make up what waa 
remiss or offensive in one instance, by an 
over-attention in another. 

— ^How long I should have gone on uifc^ 
der adelusion so fatal I know not. But a 
eirciunstance occurred^ which, at once 
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threw to the ground the tvhole edifice I 
had been building up for myself with so 
much labour^ and levelled all my fancied 
goodness into the dust. I had been read- 
ing a chapter in St. PauFs epistle to Tim- 
othy, when those words arrested my at- 
tention so forcibly, that I could not help 
dwelling upon them : * Having a form of 
godliness, but deny ihg'the power thereof: v 
from such turn away.'* What if this 
should be my case, 1 thought with myself ; 
and after all, I am taking up wdth the 
fomij while destitute of the power of god- 
liness ? The very idea made me tremble ; 
and the bare possibility of the thing itself 
induced me to bring the matter to an in- 
stant issue by examination. And the re- 
sult terminated but to my confusion. That 
single appeal of the apostle, which I found 
I could not make, convinced me all was 
wrong. * God is my witness, (says he,) 
whom I serve with my spirit in the gospel * 
of his Son.'f ^AlaS!' I dried out, < I am 
•no «piriffiai worshipper. I have the /orw 
• indeed, but not the power cf godliness. 
Mine is the shell, the carcase, the shadow 
only of piety.' 

*2Tini.iiL5. fRom. Ld. ' 
4 
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Under this renewed conviction and dis- 
tress of mind. I sat down pensive and mel- 
ancholy. I considered now that all hopes 
of salvation were over, and was in a state 
little short of despair.' I ki^ew not at this 
time, that these were the blessed eflfects of 
the divine teaching ; and that GrOD, the 
Holy Spirit, was thus, one by one, remov- 
ing all the props of self-confidence, and 
emptying the soul, in order to prepare it 
for receiving out of the fulness of the Sa- 
viour. Oh ! it is a gracious process of 
mercy. We must become poor, in order 
t6 be made rich ; and the apostle's para* 
doxes must be literally verified ; to be 
^ dying that we may live ; sorrowful, yet 
always rejoicing ; having nothing, and jet 
possessing all things.'* 

Oh ! ye mourning saints ! be not aston- 
ished at your afflictions. Be they ever 
so heavy, or of ever so long continuance, 
there is a needs be for every one of them. 
Four Gk)D is faithful in sending the afflic- 
tion ; and your God will be equally faith* 
ful in carrying you through it. Settle 
this in your mind as an everlasting maxim ; 
every one of them shall terminate to your 

*2Cor.vL9, to. 
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benefit. The Lord appoints it for the 
exercise of your faith. And if your faith 
Ves glory to God, God will confirm and 
iTonoar ydur faith. This is among the 
all things which must work together for 
good to them that love God. 



The Traveller. 

In the frame of mind just described, I 
was seated pensive and melancholy, when 
a traveller approached me. ^ You seem 
dejected. Sir,* (he cried, as he advanced 
towards me.) ^ Yes Sir, I am indeed (I 
replied^) I have discovered sin to be a 
heavy burden.' _^ " 

* Sir, I ought to congratulate you, (the 
man answered,) on this discovery. The 
knowledge of our misery is the first step 
towards a cure. There is a striking anal- 
ogy between the diseases of the mind and 
those of the body. The man in supposed 
health will reprobate the application of 
medicine. It will be grateful only to the 
sick. And our Lord says, that the * wiiole 
need not a physician.* It is one of the 
sweetest and most affectionate recommen- 
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dations of his character, that he came no^ 
to heal the healthy, but to cure the disease 
ed. If you know your malady, depei^ 
up6n it you are not far from obtaining 
t*elief. It hath been long my complaint^ 
*that in me dwelleth no good thing.' 
And though I have been some years in the 
school of self-knowledge, I have made but 
small proficiency in the science. A sci- 
ence indeed so general, which comprises 
the whole of man, is not easily acquired. 
The deepest investigations do not reach 
to the bottom. For we are told by an 
authority not to be questioned, that ^the 
heart of man is deceitful above all things 
and desperately wicked f and that * none 
can know it,' but he * who trieth the heart 
and searcheth the reins.'* For it is not 
tliis or that particular instance of sin only, 
but our whole nature which is virtually aJl 
sin; and not a member or faculty of the 
body, but what is tainted by it. Ask the 
most devout saint the earth ever produced. 
Can you restrain the mi'ni from wander- 
ing in the seasons of worship ? £ven if 
you close your eyes from all the objects 
around, will not rude and impertinent 

* Jerem, xvil 9, 10. 
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thoughts rash into the mind, like unbidden 
and unwelcome visitors ? Do you always 
find freedom for the affections to mount 
on the wings of faith and prayer, when 
you draw nigh the mercy seat ? Alas ! 
there is not a single sense hut what is in 
confederacy to promote sin in the soul ! 
Our eyes are continual purveyors of evil, 
and our ears inlets to bring home subjects 
of defilement. What a train of filthy and 
impure ideas wUl sometimes pass over the 
chastest breast, which no education can 
xestrain, but which a man would blush to 
unbosom to his nearest friend ! 

And what makes this awful view of 
man's total depravity still more awful is, 
that there is no exemption from it, but it 
is universal. Corrupt nature is the same 
in alL This hand of mine is as capable 
of perpetrating any one act of sin, and the 
heart, whiqh gives birth to the action of 
devising it, as that of the vilest wretch 
that ever lived. For the only distinction 
of character between man and man, is in 
what God's grace efiects, not what man's 
merit deserves. You seem to be surpris- 
ed ; but such is the fact.' — ^ Look here, 

(he cried, taking a handful of seeds out of 

4# 
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his podcety) here are a number of seeds^ 
all taken fram one and the same stock : if 
I were to put aU of them into the earth in 
the same soil^ the same situations^ under 
the same aspect of sun, and rain^ and dew^ 
they would as certainly produce the same 
in equal fruitfulness^ But if I put a part 
only into the earthy and reserve the re- 
mainder in my pocket, is it not equally as 
certain, that the part reserved will remain 
inert and unproductive ; and that which is 
cast into the ground be alone fruitful ? The 
K^man heart, like those seeds, being from 
om and the same stock ; and in its genius, 
species, and kind, in all instances the same, 
must invariably in all cases be alike, if all 
iOther circumstances concur. So that if 
this be not induced, it arises not from a 
diversity of character, but from other 
causes. It is grace which prevents the 
sun, and rain, and dew, (if I may be al- 
lowed the figure,) of temptation and op- 
portunity, from exerting their influence 5 
and then, like the seeds in the pocket, in 
the absence of those causes, they remain 
barren and unfruitful.' 

* But, Sir, (I replied,) if such be the uni- 
versal state of mankind^ what a deplora- 



ble situation is our nature in ! And how 
then can any be saved V 

* It is the very state of nature^ (the 
traveller, answered,) which made way for 
salvation by grace. Because man is fal- 
len, Christ died. If you were not a sin* 
ner, what necessity would there have been 
for a Saviour !' 

* Tell me, (I cried with great earnest^ 
ness,) is that Saviour for me ?' 

* I shall be ready, (rejoined the travel- 
ler,) to answg? any questions you think 
proper to propose to me upon the interest- 
ing subject, as far as I am able ; from 
whence you may be assisted to gather in- 
formation on the point.' 

* I thank you Sir, (I answered :) but 
one circumstance I will beg you previously 
to explain. In calling lately upon a fam- 
ily, whom I found at their devotions, I4is- 
covered nothing like what I have sinc^ 
felt of the deadness and unprofitableness 
of my heart ; but they all seemed to be 
perfectly cheerful and happy. From what 
principles will you account for this ?' 

* The thing speaks for itself, (replied 
the traveller.) In a state of unawakened, 
unregenerated natmre^ tlie carnal security 
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and blindness of the mind induces this 
false joy, and prevents a real concern fop 
the ' one thing needful.' False reasonings, 
presoniptuous hopes, and views of religion 
diflferent from those of the openly profane i 
these act as mighty persuasives on the 
imagination ^ and speak, ^ peace, peace, 
where there is no peace.' Like children 
amused with a rattle, such persons take 
up with the carcase and i^hell of religion, 
and are ignorant of the vital principle 
within. An outward form of godliness 
satisfies for the inward poiver of it. And 
thus resting upon the means, and uncon- 
scious of the end, their forms and ceremo- 
nies of devotion, instead of leading the 
heart to God, tend to carry the heart/rom 
God, and they know nothing more of re- 
ligion than the naime. And herewith their 
conduct uniformly corresponds. You will 
find such characters as well at the play- 
house as at the Church. They can sit 
both at the Lord's table and the card table^ 
and are as well known at the one as the 
other. Thus they live in the vanity and 
ignovance of the mind ; and thus not un- 
frequently they die ; ignorant of them- 
selves, ignorant of their own corruptions. 
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strangers to all the principles of ^ace, . 
"Without God, and without Christ. The 
portrait of these persons is accurately 
drawn hy the pencil of God in holy Scrip- 
ture, and you may view two correct out- 
lines of it in the £lst chapter of the book 
of Job ; and the 7dd Psalm of David. 
Very different is that which the Blessed 
Spirit hath given us in sweet miniatures 
of his people, throughout his whole word. 
But come, Sir, as you have seen the gaiety 
of the yormoZ worshippeir, let me lead you 
into the assembly of the rtal. I am just 
going to a prayer-meetings where you will 
be introduced, if you think proper, among 
«that ' poor and afflicted people, which the 
Lord said he would leave in Zion.' 

— I arose, and followed my guide to- 
wards the place, with strong expectations 
of improvement. 



The Prayer-Meeting. 

####My guide led me into a room upon 
the first floor of a dwelling, in which every 
thing around indicated the humble circum- 
stances of the owner, where we found sev- 
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eral persons assembled for the purpose of 
devotion. They had just began their 
evening service, and wei'e engaged in 
singing an hymn as we entered. The 
words of the hymn were intei*esting ; and, 
as I thought, not inapplicable to my state 
and circumstances : 

** Come, ye sinners, poor and wretched. 
Weak and wounded, sick and sore; 
Jesus ready stands to save you. 
Full of pity join'd with power," &c. 

— ^The hymn was followed up by prayer, 
which issued from a voice that I thought I 
had heard before. And it was an agree- 
lable surpriise to me, at the close of it, to 
recognize in the person praying, the coun-« 
tenance of the Foor-Man^ whose observa- 
tions at the church-porch had made such 
impi*essions upon me. He noticed me also, 
and with that kind of regard which seemed 
to say, * I am glad to see you here.' But 
the purport of the meeting so occupied his 
whole attention, that he appeared to have 
no leisure for other objects. By what fol- 
lowed, I was led to conclude, that if any 
place of pre-eminence was found in this 
humble circle, it was his province. For 
as spou as the prayer was ended, and the 
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company seated, he took up the Bible^ 
wMch lay npon the table before him, and 
read, from the part where it happened to 
open, the 16th Psalm. I could not be 
mistaken as to the number of the Fsalm, 
by what followed in his observations upon it. 

The Poor Man^s Experience. 

' In relating my experience, (he said,) 
of the LoRB^s gracious dealings with my 
soul, I desire to acknowledge, *to the 
praise of the glory of grace, wherein he 
hath made me accepted in the Beloved,' 
that I can, with all humility of mind, adopt 
thfs language of the Psalmist, and say as 
he did, * The Lord is the portion of mine 
inheritance, and of my cup. He main- 
taineth my lot.* Since that blessed period, 
when it pleased God to call me by las' 
grace, and to quicken my soul which was 
before *dead in trespasses and sins/ 
through a long series of five and twenty 
years, I have been learning, by little and 
little, to discover more artfl moreof my own 
emptiness and poverty, and of the infinite 
fulness and suitability which is in the un- 
searchable riches of Christ Jesus to supply 
all my wants. And the attainment to 
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which at lengthy under the teaching of 
God the Holy Ghost, f am arrived, is to 
know, that Jesus is the only portion of his 
people, for there is salvation in no other. 
The inheritance lost m the Jirst Adam can 
only he recovered in the second. Jesus is 
the fountain of all blessings, temporal, 
spiritual, and eternal, * Men shall be bles- 
sed in Him.' And out of him there is not 
a single favour provided for any of the 
bankrupt race of Aden's children. Arid 
it is my peculiar mercy, and a lesson which 
I have learnt fit)m our Great Master in 
the Lord's school, that while the Blessed 
Spirit declares in his Church, that * the 
Lord's portion is liis people, Jacob is the 
lot to his inheritance;' my heart caw make 
reply to the sweet sound> from the pei^ua- 
sion of a reciprocal interest in the Re- 
deemer, * the Lord is tlie portion of minib 
inheritance, and of my cup. Thou main- 
tainest my lot.'*' 

* It hath not been, however, without ma- 
ny hard lessons to flesh and blood, with 
which I have been exercised, that I have 
arrived to this knowledge. It tvas a long 

* Compare Deut xxxii. 9, with Psalm xvi. 5, for 
a precious evidence pf this doctrine. 



timo before I could rightly understand^ and 
still longer before I could rightly relish^ 
wben understood, the humiliating doctrine 
of living out of myself, and living wholly 
upon another. The pride of my heart con- 
tinually revolted at the idea of depending 
like the beggar at the gate, for my daily 
supply. Though the heavenly manna be- 
came doubly sweet by its freshness, yet I 
frequently found a rising desire within me 
to have a little stock, which I niight call 
my own. And even now, though repeated 
lessons ought to have taught me better, and 
though the preciousness of every gift is en- 
hanced by its being received immediately 
out of tlie hand of the gracious Giver; yet 
such is the remaining pi>wer of the unhum- 
bled pride of my heart, that I discover much 
rebellion at times rising within. And I am 
prompted very frequently to tell my heaven- 
ly Instructor, that surely now I might with- 
out danger, be rendered somewiiat more in- 
dependent. Blessed be the patience of him 
with whom I have to do, that whenever this 
is the case, (so very gracious and conde- 
8cendii^ is he,) a renewal of my old lessons 
soon sets ail to rights again, and makes me 
bless his holy Name^ that I am j^aced uq- 
5 
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der a wiser and better direction than my 
own. fiy carrying my forgetful heart back 
to the first principles of learning in the dl- 
Tine science, and by calling to mind my or-- 
iginal stock, and present measure of indwel* 
ling corruption, I learn the peculiar bles9ed- 
hess of having * all my fresh springs in him/ 
And the sweetness of this life when grace 
is in exei*cise, is inexpressible* While I am 
enabled to see that Jesus is my portion, eve- 
ry dispensation comes in a way of mercy. 
When my heart is under the assurance that 
My Lord is in it, it matters not what it is. 
His presence alone hath the wonderful pro- 
perty of converting crosses and pains into 
enjoyments and pleasures. Every affliction 
which comes directed by his hand, hath the 
sure mark of affection folded up within the 
cover. And while I sit down with ten-fold 
pleasure to the enjoyment of the thousand 
mercies which my Gk)d is continually giving 
me, because I behold with the eye of faitii 
bis presence at the table, smiling graciously 
upon all 5 I no less am enabled, In the hour 
of calamity, to wait the issue, because I can 
and do hear, with the ear of faith that sonl- 
siistaining voice, 'What I do thou knowest 
not Qow, but thou shalt know hereafter/ 



© ! the sweetness of having ' Jesus for oittr 
portion !' and ^ of living a life of faith upon 
the Son of Gtod, who hath loved me and 
given himself for me !' 

I was musing upon the happiness of a 
frame of mind like this, as the Poor Man 
ended his relation, and reflecting on the 
little probability that I should ever arrive 
at such a state of blessedness, when a deep 
sigh, accompanied with a voice of complaint 
from a person near me, roused me from my 
meditation, and at once spoke my feelings 
wd his own* 



^%e Mournftd BeUever, 

^ Oh that it were with me as you des- 
cribe !' said the Mourner ; but my case is far 
different. I fear that I have only 'a name 
to live, while I am dead before God !' It is 
not possible, surely, that such a state as 
mine can consist with a life of grace in the 
soul. If the love of Christ was shed abroad 
in my heart, could I live as I do, so"^ far 
from him ? My mind is at times as lifeless 
and unconcerned towards Christ, as their^s 
caa be who never loved his name. It m 
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true, I feel at certain seasons great desires 
after the Lord. And I know, that a change 
bath taken place in my mind. For the 
.world and its pursuits, which my heart was 
once running after with the greatest eager- 
ness, now have lost their influence. And 
the society of the people of God, who were 
once my song of reproach, I now above all 
things value. Tet still so much sin is 
mixed with allj do ; so little do I live to 
Christ, and to the remembrance of his dear 
name ; and the throne of grace is so often 
neglected by me, from day to day ; that I 
Tery much fear my hope is all a delusion.* 
Had I been called npon to relate my own 
experience, I could not have done it in more 
suitable words. I felt my heart drawn to- 
wards the speaker, from the affinity that ex- 
isted between us ; and waited with the most 
awakened expectations for some kind bro- 
ther in this humble society, to say a word 
of consolation to a case so much ray own. 
It was not long before the Poor Man, to 
whom I owed so much before, took up the 
subject, to answer the doubts, and remove 
the fears of the mournful believer ; and in 
doing this, he added to my obligation t<> 
Mm ten fold, 



y 



^' Youp case, my friend/ (cried tht 
Poor mau9 addressing himself to the Mourn- 
er,) * is hy no means singular. It is the 
uniform complaint of the faithful in all ages. 
What one ancient servant of the Lord groan- 
ed under, all of them have found, that when 
* we would do good, evil is present with us/ 
And the reason is obvious. It ariseth from 
the workings within of the different princir 
pies, grace and corruption. There are in 
every regenerated person, two principles^ 
a body of sin, and a spirit of grace : the flesh 
lusting agai];ist the spirit, and the spirit 
against the fleshy and these are contrary 
the one to the other, so that ye cannot do 
the things which ye would. There is not a 
part of the mind but what feels the influence 
of bpth. In the renewed nature, the under- 
standing is enlightened, the affections spir- 
itualized, the will inclined to God : while 
in the unrenewed nature still remaining^ 
there i^ darkness in the understanding ; car- 
nal and earthly affections still continuing in 
the heart ; and the will stubborn, rebellious, 
and frequently inclining to disobedience* 
In shorty the mind is like the region of the 
earth, while twilight is upon i^ $ it is neither' 
dark nor light, b^t a mb^tnre of both ; ne 
5* 
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portion of the hemisphere beingso lights but 
the shades of darkness are blended with it 5 
and none so dark, but the tints of light are 
beautifully incorporated. And this is per- 
fectly accountable. A state of grace is a 
middle state, between that of nature and 
glory. In a state of nature unawakcned, 
unregeneratcd, unrenewed, sin reigns with 
unrivalled sway. In a state of glory, grace 
reigns uninteiTuptcd, and without any op- 
position. But the intermediate state is a 
State of warfare. Every one in this state 
feels and experiences the conflict. And as 
it is said, in allusion to this very circum- 
stance^ in the allegory of the bond-woman's 
son and the heir of promise, so believers 
find it j ' as then he that was born after the 
flesh, persecuted ''him that was born after 
the spirit ; even so itris now.'* 

< But however mortifying this doctrine 
be to our nature, (and abundantly so it 
hath ever been found to the best of men,) 
yet as it tends, under divine grace, to make 
the believer go softly all his days ; as it 
)makes Jesus more dear ; and as it affords 
to the believer one of the truest evidences 
•f the renewed life ; he ought rather to in- 

*CiaLiv.29. 
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-4uire, how such a state may be orer-ruled 
to GoD^s glory and his own benefit, than, by 
a false estimate, to question the tender mer- 
cies of the Lord toward him, in the very 
moment of receiving the strongest proofs of 
them. Let me desire you to examine your 
own complaints again ; and to see whether 
in every .one of them, even in the midst of 
your gi'oaning under the apprehension that 
there is no grace in your heart — ^whether 
great grace is not then in exercise. You 
say, that if the love of Christ were shed 
abroad in your heart, you could not live so 
far from him as you do ; that if you really 
wei'e under grace> you could not stay away 
from a throne of mercy as you do. But 
say, could you complain of the want of love 
to Christ, ijf you had never tasted what that 
love is ? And if you visit not a mercy-seat 
so often as you wish, say, are not these 
things your continual burthen ; Do you not 
gi'oan under such marks of a dead and life-c 
less heart? and are not these sorrows of the 
soul, for the unallowed sins of the body, 
very plain evidences of the spiritual war- 
fare ? Tluy never groan at sin, though they 
may in the prospect of the punishment of it, 
who have no renewed nature. It is the be- 
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lievcr only who dreada the sin^ more than 
the penalty due to it. And if grace be thus 
in exercise to endeai* the person of the Lord 
Jesusy still more in proportion as we see oui? 
daily want of him ; to long for the time to 
come when sin shall be rooted out; and to 
cause a sense of our weakness to prompt the 
soul to a greater dependence upqn divine 
strength ; by thus over-ruling all dispensa- 
tions to his glory, and his people's welfare | 
•^e see a iieeds-be in every dispensation, and 
discover tlife beauty and tendency of that 
Scripture, which says, after that ye were il- 
luminated, (not before, but after,) ye endur- 
ed a great fight of affliction/* In a word : 
however, we may long for an exemption 
from all sin, and would purchase it, were it 
possible, with the price of a thousand worlds ; 
however we may, and do, groan under this 
body of sin and -death, which we carry about 
with us ; yet, while Jesus, who could, if he 
«aw it right, deliver his tried ones, whom 
he hath cboscn in the furnace of affliction* 
with a word speaking, sees it not fit ; let 
us not despond. If your sense of sin, and 
unallowed infirmities) lead you to a more 
jirm reliance upon lum ; if it make his 

* Heb. X. 53. 
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promises dearer, his faithfulness more evi- 
dent, and his presence more desirable, de- 
pend upon it, by and by, your groans will 
be changed into songs of rejoicing, and your 
language will be like that of an Apostle, 
* Tlianks be to Grod, who giveth us the 
victory, through our Lord Jesus' Christ/ 



The Cries of Unbelief. 

There sat a man upon my right hand 
in the prayer-meeting, to whom the leader 
of this little circle next addressed himself, in 
order to inquire into the Lord's gracious 
dealings with his soul. ^ I hope,' (said the 
Poor Man, calling upon him witit all th« 
freedom of one who had been long acquaint- 
ed,) * I hope, (said he,) that you will now be 
able to give us some testimony of the word 
of his grace. I long, methinks, to hear 
from ani old disciple like you, some evi- 
dence of the faithfulness of our Covenant- 
making, and Covenant-fulfilling God,' 

* Alas !' (replied the other,) * my lan- 
guage must be much the same as you have 
often heard. I still groan under the burthen 
of unbelief^ and know not wh^i I shall ob- 
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tain deliverance from it. It will be a long 
time, I fear, before I shall be able 'to com- 
fort them which are in any trouble, by the 
comfort wherewith I myself am comforted 
of God.' I frequently compare myself to 
the unworthy spies, whom Moses sent to 
view the promised la,nd ; and fear that, like 
them, I shall never attain the possession of 
it, through the same besetting sin of unbe- 
lief. If I attend the means of grace, I re- 
turn, for the most part, unbenefitted, tlirough \ 
the suggestions of this evil heart of unbelief* 
If I hear the word of a preached Gospel^ 
though I know the truth as it is in Jesus# 
and love to sit under the sound of it 5 yet too 
often like the Jkradites, it doth not profit 
me, not being mixed with faiths If at any 
time I read the Bible, and turn to those 
'exceeding great and precious promises,' 
which belong to the Lord's people, their 
sweetness is lost in me, through a fear that 
I have no interest in them. And how many 
of the providences of my God, which I well 
know to be every one of them fraught with 
a sure blessing in their final issue to his 
people, are perverted in their effects on me, 
by the impatience and distrust of n\y unbe- 
lieving heart ! And can such a creature say 



any thing by way of encouragement to the 
Lord's exercised family, when he himself is 
80 faithless and unbelieving 7' 

* I confess/ (rejoined the Poor Man,) 
* that such a state as you describe, cannot 
afford much assistance to the cause of Christ. 
But blessed be our God, this is the Christ 
tian^s character^ 'that if we believe not, yet 
he abideth faithful, he cannot deny himsdf/ 
Tour want of faith indeed is injurious to 
your peace, but not to his cause. Unbelief, 
like a woria of the bud, cankers the bloom 
and fragrancy of the sweetest flowers of 
grace. And had our fathers of the church 
in the wilderness been in this frame of 
mind, instead of surrounding the Christian 
pilgrim as they now do, with such a glori- 
ous domi of witnesses f they would have stood 
in the highway only, as so mdirty pillars of 
salt* But let me tell you, my drooping 
brother, that I am too well acquainted with 
your real character, as well from an insight 
into your experience, as from my own, (long 
exercised as I have been by unbelief, both in 
times past, and even now too frequently 
feeling its remains,) not to know that the 
very sorrow which you express oh account 
of the supposed want of faith, carries with 
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it an evidence, tiiat you must have some 
faith thus to complain. That your faith ia 
not equal to your wishes, I will readily al- 
low. For indeed, whose is 7 But that you 
differ most essentially from those that are 
shut up in total unbelief, is most evident. 
In proof of what I say,' compare your situ- 
ation now, with what it was in the days of 
your unregeneracy. You were then, not 
only * witliout Christ and without God in 
the world f but absolutely unconscious of 
the want. Whereas now your most earnest 
desires are, that * Christ might dwell in 
your heart by faith,' and be fully formed 
there * the hope of glory.' If there were 
no faith in your heart, whence arises these, 
desires for more ? It is the preciousness of 
the gift* which makes you long for greater 
manifestations of the Giver. And it is a 
consciousness of the remains of unbelief, that 
makes you apprehensive tli^it you have no 
faith at ail. While, therefoi'e, you groan 
under those remains, every sign proves that 
they are but remaiiiSf from wliich the mer- 
ciful goodness cf our God will in his own 
time deliver you. Carry your complaints 
to him who is both the * Author and Finish- 
er of faith !' Let us copy the apostles' pray er. 



ZION^S FIXGRIM. 61 

' Lord increase our faith.' And depend 
upon it, that if our faith be but as a grain 
of mustard seed, however small and incon- 
siderable it may be, still it is iiot of nature's 
growth, nor of nature's production. That 
small portion which you possess, is the gift 
of the same Almighty power who created 
the faith of Abraham. Receive it, I entreat 
you, as * the earnest of the promised inher- 
itance, to the praise of His glory.' 

And while I say this much, hy way of 
convincing you, that in the midst of all your 
complainings, you have great cause of thank- 
fulness before God, let me remind you also, 
that what you complain of, forms a part of 
the complaints of all the Lord's people. 
Nay more ; the greatest instances of faith 
we meet w ith in Scripture, afford at the same 
time tiie greatest examples of unbelief. As 
if the dear Lord of his people intended to 
teacl- all this important lesson, that man is 
j)othing in himself, but that all his sfiflicien- 
cy is of Him. Mraham^ who is handed 
down to us in the Church's history, as the 
great pattern of faith, and who could and 
did exercise such unparalleled confidence in 
the Lord,^ in the instance of his intended 
sacrifice of IsacLC ; yet even this man could 
6 
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not, upon another occasion, trust in Gtqd's 
faithfulness, to extricate Sarah from dan- 
ger.* Johy under the influence of faiths 
could confidently say of the Lord, * though 
he slay me, yet will I trust in him f yet so 
much at another time, was he borne down^ 
under the pressure of trouble, that he impa- 
tiently cried out, ' Oh that I might have my 
request, even that it would please God to- 
destroy me.f And DaviiPs whole life, as 
it may be gathered from his book of Pssilms^ 
was made up of conflicts between believing 
and doubting, I need not mention Feter^» 
case as an additional proof of the fluctuat- 
ing state of the human mind ; who, in the 
mount of transfiguration, gave so glorious a 
testimony ; p.nd in the hall of Pilate, utter- 
ed so shameful a denial of his Lord's char- 
acter.:}: All these, and ten thousand lesser 
instances, serve to show what man is in him- 
self, and what the same man may be when 
suppoi^d by the grace of 'God. Let me 
beg of you then, in the estimate of your 
spiritual state, as it stands before God, 
never to lose sight of these things. And 
while a deep seiiso of the unbelief of your 

» Gen. XX. f Job vi. 8, 9. ± Compare Matt. 
XVI. 16, with xxvi. 69. 
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heart makes you humble, and is continually 
leading you to a mercy-seat for an increase 
of faith, from Him whose gift alone it is ^ 
d6 not overlook that portion of the blessing 
which the bountiful Lord hath already bes- 
towed upon you. Never forget that the 
smallest degree of faith is faith ; perfectly 
distinct from all the operations of nature, 
and far above all human power to produce. 
Forget not also, that it is not the quantity, 
but the quality, which constitutes the prin- 
ciple* ^ By Him, (says the Apostle,) all 
that believe are jiystified from all things/ 
Observe the expression, M that believe. 
He doth notsay,believei*s of such a descrip- 
tion and character, or that come up to such 
a standard ; but aix that believe. While 
therefore you possess the smallest degree of 
faith, bless God for that. The smallest 
measure indicates from whom it came 5 and 
declares whose you are, and to whom you 
belong. It is the one uniform family-fea- 
ture of the Lord's household of faith ; for 
^ as many as believe are ordained to eternal 
life/ Large portions of so precious a grace 
are, no doubt^ highly 'desirable. But to 
poor, timid, unbelieving believers, (if I may 
be allowed the expression,) it is a refi*eshing 



64 ZION*S PILGRIM. 

thought, that the Great Sheplierd * gathera 
the iambs with his arm, and carries tliem 
in his bosom ;' and they are as dear and 
precious in his sight as the strong of his fold. 

• Those feeble desires, those wishes so weak, 
'Tis Jesus inspires and bids you still seek : 
The God whom thou seekest will not tarry lone. 
And by hitn tlie weakest are safe as the stix)ng. 



•5 Believer under the Hidings of Gb^s 

Countenance. 

^ YouB observations, my dear brother, 
(said another, who sat at the comer of the 
room,) are truly refreshing to my soul. I 
have been long exercised under the hidings 
of the divine countenance, and sometimes 
tempted to cry out with the Church of old, 
^My hope is perished from the Lord/ But 
I perceive, from what you have been say- 
ing to our friend, mourning under the un- 
belief of his heart, that the same arguments, 
by a pai'ity of reasoning, are applicable to 
my case also. Spiritual darkness, and spir- 
itual doubtings, are but too nearly allied, 
and proceed from th*e corruption that dwells 
within. It may be said of both, * It is your 
iniquities.whichhave separated between yott 
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mud jonr Gk}d, and your sins have hid jHis 
face from you/ And when this is the case, 
^hen as in PwuVs voyage, neither sun nor 
etars for many days appeared, and no small 
tempest is added "to the darkness of the 
liorizon ; faith will he at a low ebb, and all 
hope, that the soul is then in a state of safe- 
ty, wiH for a time be taken away. But 
blessed be Grod, when I can find no comfort 
4n myself, I know that Christ is the same. 
I still see a loveliness in his person, and a 
suitableness and all-sufficiency in his power 
to save, when I cannot say that I see my 
Interest in him to be clear. * When wilt 
ihou come unto me V is the frequent lan- 
jguagc of my heart, though I cannot always 
call him mine. And the recollection of past 
experience is softietimes a lift to me during 
the passing cloud. I call to mind -the time 
And place, and the gracious manner and 
fi[ieans,w^hen, where, and by which the Lord 
hath heretofore comforted and refreshed my 
lK>ttL So that, like the wife of Manoahf I 
ftm led to conclude, * if the Lord had not 
Intended, mercy, he would not have showed 
me all these things.' And I alway find that 
«weet text of the Prophet to be consolatory, 
during the heaviest night of this kind of 
6*^ 
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trial ; ' Who is among you that fearefh the 
Lord, that obeyeth the voice of his servant, 
that walketh in darkness, and hath no light ? 
Let him trust in the name of the Lord, and 
stay himself upon his God/ 

* I rejoice truly, my dear brother,' (repli- 
ed the Poor Man,) * in the testimony you 
bear to the faithfulness of your God under 
your sufferings. It is an easy thing to 
speak a word for God's goodness, when the 
Lord is surrounding us with the sunshine 
of his blessings. But it must be a gracious 
soul indeed to rejoice in Gop, when he hath 
nothing but his word to trust in. And when 
God hides his face from his people ; stands 
at a distance from their prayers ^ seemingly 
thwarts all their desires ; gives no answer 
by Urim and Thummim ; then, to hold fast 
by God, and to lie passive before him ^ this 
is what the Prophet felt, and what none but 
those who are taught of God the Holt 
Ghost can say with him ; * Although the 
iig-tree shall not blossom, neither shall 
fruit be in the vines, the labour of the olive 
shaU fail, and the fields shall yield jio meat ; 
the flocks shall be cut off from the fold, and 
there shall be no herd in the stalls : yet will 
I rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in the God 
ef my salvation.' 



I had entered ^with so much earnestness 
of participation into every man's case, as 
they related their several experiences one 
after another, that I was unconscious of the 
lapse of time, and felt tiot a little distressed, 
.when I heard one of the company say, * Our 
hour is come, it is past eight o'clock/ — The 
following hymn was then given out and 
sung ; which appeared to be a very suitable 
conclusion to the solemn service : 

!No Tnoi*e, my God, I boast no more 

Of all the duties I have done ; 
I quit the hq>es I held before, 

To trust the merits of thy Son. 

Now for jthe love I jbear his name, 
What was my gain I count my loss; 

My former pride icall my shante. 
And nail my glory to his cross. 

Yes, and I must, and will esteem • 
AU things but loss for Jesus' sake : 

O may my soul be found in Him, 
And <^ his righteousness partake! 

The best obedience of my hands . ' 
Dares not appear before thy throne ; 

But &iih can answer thy demands ; 
By pleading what my Lord hath done. 

But. if I felt myself pleased with the 
fajmn, nay mind was more abundantly re^ 
Creshed and delighted with the concluding 
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prayer^ wiiich followed |t ; in wliich the 
person who prayed^ did not confine himself 
to genersd expressions ; but, mote or less» 
included therein the wants and desires of 
all the Lord's tried family ; tod in partial'- 
lar« the several cases which had been spok«^ 
en of during the evening. M either as * 
stranger and visitor in this little society, did 
the leader in prayer forget to mention me^ 
at the mercy-seat ^ that the Loi^ would 
supply all toy wants, whatever they might 
be, out of the abundant riches of his grace> 
which are in Christ Jesus. 

After withdrawing from the room, and 
taking leave of the friend who had conduct- 
ed me thither, I retired to my closet to med-^ 
itate upon what I had seen and heard* And 
the conclusion I formed upon the wliole 
was this — I had discovered in the scriptures 
of truth, that in all ages of the Church, the 
Lord has had a seed which served him» I 
tio less discovered also, that tliis seed ^ere 
distinguished from the rest of mankind by 
certain marks and characters. I observed 
very clearly in the little circle to which I 
had now been introduced, tbat its members 
were widely distinguished from the unawak^ 
^wA world, in all their pursuits, com|rf|tints. 
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and desires. I remarked yet further, that 
although their complaints and desires differ- 
ed in tteir degree of earnestness ; yet, like 
a famUy -feature, t'lere was a sufficient sim- 
ilarity in all, to manifest their relationship 
to each ether. But what became my high- 
est gratification, was the discovery, that, 
however unconscious of it before, their sit- 
uation :was my own. And I felt that union 
of soul, wliich the mind feels in a state of 
nature on the discovery of affinity, so as to 
be drawn towards them in the warmth of a 
lasting love and affection. I resolved there- 
fore to cast in my lot among them^ said to 
have the same portion. The sweet language 
of Ruth to JVliomi, 'exactly speaks the feel- 
ings of my heart : ^ Intreat me not to leave 
thee: or to return from following after 
thee : for whither thou goest I will go, and 
where thou lodgest I will lodge ; thy peo- 
pl«k shall be my people, and thy God, my 
God. Where thou diest will I die, and 
there will I be buried. The Lord do so to 
me and more also, if aught but death part 
thee and me.' 

— ^— My mind had been much exercised 
through the night, in reflections upon what 
I had seen and l^ard at the Prayer-meetiipig, 
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And the luomiiig had but jast opened upon 
the earth, when I arose to prayer and med- 
itation. There is somewhat pecaliarly 
solemn in the first dawn of dav, before tlie 
noisy world is men. It very powerfully 
calls the soul to devotion. 

* Sweet is the breath of morn, her rising sweet 
, With charms of earliest birds.' Milton. 

I felt the influence, and having * bowed 
the knee before the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ,' I entered upon the med- 
itation of the subject, which had engaged 
my attention so much the preceding even- 
ing. The more I considered it, the more 
1 stood convinced, that there is a seed in 
the earth, which the Lord hath distinguish- 
ed from the world. And I felt no less con- 
viction also, that it is divine grace alone 
which makes all the difference between < him 
that servBth the Lord, and him that serveth 
him not.' But that I should be the object 
of his grace, when I sought it not, nor was 
even conscious of the want of it : here ap- 
peared the greatest mystery ! 

I found my eyes overflowing in the con- 
templation of such unmerited goodness of 
my God towaHs me; and was lost in the 
thotti^ht, when a call at the door roused m% 



from mj meditation. . It was the TraveSer^ 
whom I have before mentioned^ who had 
kindly introduced me into the Prayer-meet- 
li^g, ''and who was come to inquire what 
were my sentiments concerning it : and to 
offer me that assistance which I had re- 
quested of him at our first interview. 

1 very frankly opened my whole heart to 
him upon the subject^ and hesitated not to 
tell himyhow much I felt interested in what 
I had he^'d ; and paiticularly in the case of 
4me who had spoken^ from the similarity of 
liis experience to my own. * How. or when,] 
^I saidy) or by wiiat means the Lokd hath 
]>egun the v^ork of grace in my heart, I know 
jiot : but like the poor man we read of in the 
Gospel, I trust I can say, that^ wkereas I 
was blind, now I see.' It is, indeed, but a 
confused and ill-formed view of things, 
which I have at present, in looking at the 
bright olyects of divine truth. I see but 
indistinctly, men as trees walking. Yet, I 
cannot but hope, that He who hath gracious- 
ly touched mine eyes, \sill touch them again, 
and make me see clearly.' 

* Doubt not, (replied the traveller,) the 
divine faithfulness. The < earnest of the 
spirit' becomes bo less the earnest of tiie 
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promised inheritance.'^ And an -Aposfie 
says, * we may be confident of this very 
thing, that He who hath begun a good work 
in us, will perform it until the day of Jesus 
Christ/ As nothing, under divine gi'ace, 
will tend to open your apprehensions more 
clearly to ^ the truth as it is in Jesus,' than 
the possessing right notions of the Covenant 
of Grace, on which tlie wiiole system of the 
Gk)spel is founded ; I have brought with me 
a sermon, written upon the subject, and 
which, according to my conception, places 
the doctrine in the plainest point of view 
possible. If it be agreet^ble, (he added,) I 
will read it to you.' 

• Nothing,' (I answei'ed,) * can be more 
desirable to me.'^— He accordingly took it 
from his pocket, and read as follows: 

THE SERMON. 

ISAIAH, LV. 3. 

The sure Mercies of JDavid. 

It was a very sweet note, which Grod the 
Holy Ghost put into the mouth of his ser* 
vant the prophet, when commanding him 

* Compare 2 Cor. v. 5, with Ephe?. 1. 13, 14. 



to proclaim salvation in the mountain of 
Israel ; when He called it * an everlasting' 
eovenanty even the sore mercies of David/ 
In nothing did the Lord more consult the 
wants and happiness of His people, than in 
folding the Grospel up under such a cover» 
and marking it by such distinguishing 
characterise 

Tell me, my brother, do you not feel a 
very high gratification in the consciousness, 
that salvation is not a work of yesterday, 4 
but founded on that * everlasting love,* 
wherewith the Lord hath * loved his people ?* 

Besides ; an everlasting covenant natur- 
ally connects with itself all those properties 
\vhich are necessary to its completion and 
design. There must be included in it ever- \ 
Jasting wisdom to guide, everlasting counsel ! 
to direct, everlasting strength to secure, | 
and everlasting faithfulness to make good f 
all its promises. Every attribute stands 
engaged in its establishment ; and it is the, 
consolation of the true believer in Christ, 
that all the perfections of Jehovah are 
pledged for the accomplishment of that 
purpose, ^ which was purposed in Christ 
Jesus before the world began.' The * sure 
mercies of David/ imply as much to make 
7 
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tfaeitt sure. Nothing, ne'w to Gtob can ever 
lurise to counteract the divine purposes con- 
cerning thenb Neither can any one circum- 
stance occur, for which provision is not al- 
ready made. In the everlasting covenant, 
GrOD himself is the only contracting party. 
Jehovah- answers both for himself, and for 

' his people. * I will : and they shall.' Such 
is the language of it. 

Tell me once more, my brother, doth not 
this consideration also very highly gratify 
you ? You see, that as nothing of merit on 
your part could have given birth to a cove- 

l nafitwhich is from everlasting to everlasting : 

\ so nothing now ofdemmt shall arise to defeat 
its operation, which can owe nothing to you.' 
The subject opened to our meditation in 
these words of the Prophet, leads to the most^ 
delightful view, with which the human mind 
is capable of being exercised, in the present 
unripe s^te of our faculties. The text in- 
deed contains but Jive words, but it would 
furnish a sufficient subject for as many vol- 
umes. It is a text in which, as we say, 
every word teUs. I consider it a perfectly 
unnecessary service, to lose time by way of 
pointing to His person, who is here called 

* David. No ene for a moment can itns^gine» i 



that tt Btt^^iia XKavid the son of Je$8e. For, 
m an aposUe h^Ui observed, this Davids 
^ itfter he had (B^^ed his geii^*ation by the 
.niil of Crod, fell on sleep, and was gathered 
jo his father8,4Uid saw corruption.' But he 
of whom the piY>phet speaks in the text who 
is David's Lord, ^ saw no corruption ;' but 
when God the Father raised him from the 
dead^ (as if in conformation of this very 
subject, and to show its personal applica- 
tion to him,) he expressed himself in these 
very words, * 1 will give you the sure mer- w 
43ies of David.'* 

In the further prosecution of this subject 
Ihe arrangement I prcq^ose shall be as f<^ 
i^ws : My text, in allusion to this everlast- 
ing covenant, calls it the ^ sure mercies of 
David.' I shall first, therefore, follow up 
this idea, in showing, that the redemption 
by the Lord Jesus Christ, is a system of 
^*ace and m^cy from the beginning to end. 
I $hall then, secondly, go on to prove that 
these mercies are the * sure mercies of Da^ 
vid;' being founded on that everlasting 
covenant by which * grace reigns through 
ligliteousness unto eternal life by Jesus 
Christ our Lord.' May God the Holy 

*Actsxiil. 33,34w 
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€Hiost, who first commissioned thepropbet 
to proclaim, now enable the preacher to ex- 
plain those mercies of David ; that * our 
Gospel may come not in word only, but in 
power, and in much assurance of faith !* 

My first intention is to show, that the re- 
demption by the Lord Jesus Christ is a sys- 
tem of grace and mercy from beginning to 
end. And nothing can more decidedly 
manifest the truth of the observatibn, than 
the character in which the Prophet was com- 
missioned to promulgate it. For when it is 
distinguished by the property of an ever- 
lasting covenant, the very term carries with 
it most positive testimony, that it must be 
all founded in grace, unconnected with any 
human power, not depending upon any hu- 
man merit. For what first originated in the 
free and unmerited mercy of God, confirm- 
ed as it was by covenant engagements be- 
tween the Father and the Son before man 
was created ; and is promised to be carried 
on in all its purposes and effects, by the 
same divine power, independently of man's 
agency after his being brought into being ;> 
can come under no other description surely 
than that of grace. Whatever God hath 
done, or is doing, in the accomplishment 



oi his designs concerning it, must a)l be 
referred back into the eternal counsel of his 
own mind, by virtue of its eyerlasting na* 
ture. To this most evidently it is, that 
believers owe their being chosen, called, and 
regenerat(Ml. And their establishment in 
grace^ thdr dependence upon the promises, 
aiid their hopes of eternal glory ; all d,re 
founded on that everlasting love, wherewith 
GrOD hath loved his people before the foun« 
dations of the. world were laid. ^ I have 
said^ (is the language of God,) mercy shall 
be set up forever/ And the reason follows : 
^ I have made a covenant with my chosen.' 
Look, my brother, into yourself, and into 
your own experience, |for a confirmation of 
ibis doctrine. A covenimt founded in grace, 
can derive no aid from works. You can 
have nothing to give jbut what you have 
first received,' And what you have fii'st re- 
ceived is not in fact your*s, but the great 
Givei*'s, And what He bath given may, 
without any impeachment of his justice, be 
ags^n recalled. Neither can y6u have any 
thing to offer, but what Goiit haj;b a right, 
1^ his own, to demand. Even all those 
sweet efiusions of the soul, which appear in 
the worship of tb^ faithful^ >wheu drawing 
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near tbe mercy seat ; as these are wholly t^ 
re^sult of the Blessed Spirit's work, who 
brings them forth into exercise, as the sun 
by his warm beams draws forth a fragrant 
smell from the flower, and have their origin 
in God's grace,^ and not in man's merit ; 
so there can be nothing of claim in them 
before God. The language of such, a crea- 
ture as man, even in his highest attainment, 
and among the first order of tbe glorified 
spiritsof ^ just men made perfect,' must stUl 
be the same : * by the grace of God, I am 
what I am.* Every thing that has a refer- 
ence to salvation, centers in Christ Jesus ; 
and may be clearly traced up to its origin 
in that everlasting covenant, which God 
made with Him before this world had being. 
Nay, I will advance yet one step further 
in the argument ; *and, in ascribing the 
*sure mercies of David* wholly to grace, 
observe that it was most unmerited grace 
which admitted the Lord Jesus to be man's 
surety and sponsor, to fulfil in our stead the 
law which he had broken, and in his sacred 
person to cn^lure the i)enalty due to the 
breach of it. There could have been no 
impeachment of the divine justice, if God 
had insisted •n the sinnei*'s suffering it 
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hirns^t ' Tbe soul that sinnetfa shall die/ 
And was it not then an act of free sponta- 
neous mercy and grace in our God, to admit 
the substitute ? 

In speaking therefore of our subject in 
general terms, as applicable to the church of 
the Lord Jesus at large, it must be confes- 
sed that the everlasting covenant is very 
properly called the sure mercies of David. 
For it is nothing else but a system of grace 
and mercy from the beginning to end ! And 
I am very confident, that every humble soul 
in particidarf who is the happy subject of 
such bounty by a personal interest therein, 
will be ready to join issue with the apostle> 
and say, ^ But God, who is rich in mercy^ 
for his great love, wherewith He hath loved 
ME, even when I was dead in sins, hath 
quickened me together with Christ ; for by 
grace am I saved/ 

And as the original cause in the conver- 
sion sprung from grace, so the preserving 
and carrying on the great work in the soul 
since, is wholly owing to tilie same great 
principle. When you call to mind, my 
brother, the coldness and deadness of your 
best affections ; your watiderings and back- 
sUdinga from God ; the proviicatione antl 
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cms wbenewitb your life hath been marked ^ 
(Oh ! to grace how great a debtor |)* will 
jwk/matf witii the utmost humility^ exclaim 
with the apostie, ' Unto him who doth exr 
ceediDg abundantly above all that we ask 
or think) according to the power that work* 
eth in us j unto Him be glory in tlie Clmrcli 
by Chri^ Jesus^ throughout all ages^ wqi*ld 
without end/ 

But while it thus becomes deliglitful to 
the smi under divine teachings^ to be ahl^ 
to see that redemption's work from the 
beginning to end is wholly a system of 
grace ^ it becomes doubly sweet at the sam^ 
time» to have a clear apprehension that this 
grac$ worketh and ^reigneth tbi'ough right- 
.fpuisne^s^' that these mercies ^of David be*, 
come sure TiierdeSfhe^jjkg made so by virtue 
of that  eveiiasting covenant^ of righteous-* 
ness in Christ Jesus^ by which God can bo. 
^ just» and the Justifier of him that belie v« 
eth in J^susj' andtb(^ 3iimer> though in 
bim^elf natbing but sin and iniquity, can 
look up and plead the rig^teousnesa of 
(/brii^t as the foundation of bis acQe^tance 
bef^^'Cf Qod 1 bipcausc» in that coyenantj 
^ doi: made him to-be ^u.Cufr ua who knew 

HO sin^ that we might he mac^ tb^ rigiiit« 
#oui»iess of Ood in Him/ 
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This was the second point of doctrine I 
proposed to prove^ and which I now proceed 
to illustrate and explain, under a few lead- 
ing particulars. . : 

The merles of David become sttre mer- 
cies to the Lord's people, by virtue of that 
evetiasting covenant which occupied the di^* 
vine counsel in the ages of eternity before 
the creation of the worlds in which there 
were mutual promises made by the high 
contracting parties. Jesus on his part un^ 
dertook to answer all tlie demands of his 
FaUier^s righteous law, tor the objects of his 
and his Father's eternal love ; who, it was 
foreseen, would subject themselves to ever^ 
lasting ruin by the breach of it And God 
the Father promised on his part to remit 
that punishment to the person of the sinner, 
by inflicting it on the person of the. Lord 
Jesus, as the sinner's surety ; and then to 
entitle the sinner, by virtue of the Redeem- 
er's righteousness, to everlasting lifo^. 
These were the terms by which each party 
guaranteed to the other- the sure fulfilment 
of the covenant. Jesus therefore was to 
^ussume at a certain period, called ^he * ful- 
ness of time,' our nature, and in that naturt 
to repair God's broken law, and sustain the 



jpenalfy due to ilie breach of it. Moved 
witfa unbounded loTe to our £»Um race, fdl 
this the Lm*d Jesus actually performed, 
whfip leaving < that glory which He had with 
4he ''Father before all worlds,' he eame into 
this world and accomplished all those great 
events which we read of in the history of 
his life. And when^ by doing and dying, 
he had wrought out and brought in an ever- 
lasting righteousness ; he returned to the 
liosom of the Father, to make efficient the 
'whde process of his redemption, by sending 
(down bis Holy Spirit, to ajq^lyfais merits 
to his people's i^cessities^ while he himself 
is exercised in the high chai'acter ^f oitr 
intercessor, to, plead the efficacy of hifi 
4^iith, and continually to appear ^in tte 
^presence of God for us.' These are the 
great outlines of Ihe everlasting cormfxntf ai 
referring to the engagement of God the Son. 
And the promises on the part of God the 
Father were, that he would anoint Christ 
to the work, an<t acc^t of him in lieu of 
lHie sinner. And that when the Redeemer 
had made his soul an offering for sin, * He 
should see his seed, He should prolong his 
idays, and tlie pleasure of the Lord should' 
proi^r in his hand* Hy righteous S«r^ 



Tant, (said God^) shdl justify msmj, for he 
fi^all^ bear thoir iniquities. As for Me^ this 
is my covenant with him, saith Jeuoyah^ 
My Spirit that is upon thee, and my words 
which I have put in thy moutiiy shall not 
clepart out of thy moiith^ nor out of the. 
mouth of thy seed, nor out of the mouth of 
thy seed's seed, saith Jehovah, from hence- 
forth and forever.* Such then being the 
stipulated terms between the high contract- 
ing 'parties, and having been fulfilled on the 
part of the Lord Jesus ; the mercies promis- 
ed on tlia part of God become sure mercies 
to all the Lord's people. Grace reigpeth 
through righteousness.' And the positive « 
assurance of pardon and salvation is brought 
home to the heart, by a conviction foundedin 
the veracity of that God ^ which cannot lie.* 
Let any man now review the ground we 
have hastily trodden over, in quest of the 
testimonies with which these mercies of Da* . 
vid are made sure* Let him behold an eiper- 
lasting covenant, founded in ^ace ; accom* 
plished by the great Representative of his 
people in grace | and in all ages accomplish-^ 
ing in his people by grace : let him observe ' 
how each principle harmonizes tQ secur*!^' 
Goo's glory^ while it tend^ly secures mm*n 
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welfare : let faiixi carefully remai^k how 
* grace reigneth through righteousness ;' and 
I venture to hope^ if Grod the Holy Ghost 
he the Teacher, that the result will be the 
most absolute conviction, that our text very 
property characterizes this great salvation^ 
by calling it the ^ sure mercies of David.* 
The application of .tliis doctrine, though 
of all other considerations the most inter- 
esting, may be brought within the narrow- 
est compass | the whole terminating, as it 
respects every individual, in this single 
question : Am I, or arn I not, the higlily 
favoured* object of these *sure mercies of 
David V 

If it be said, how shall this point be as- 
certained, and by what marks orcharacters 
is it to' be known ? the answer is direct: 
God hath not left himself without the wit- 
ness of his Holy Spirit in the hearts and 
minds of his people. And although it is 
with the children of Gqd in gi'ace, as it is 
inth the children of men by nature : in the 
infancy of life, while the faculties of tiie 
mind remain unopened, the child is uncon- 
' scious of the inheritance to which he is bom : 
'60 they to whom ^ He hath given power to be- 
come sons of God/ will frequently remaia 



a long time unassured of the ^incorruptibfe 
inheritance to which they are begotten by 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ from tiie 
dead.' But as the spiritual apprehensioni 
is unfolded by the heavenly Teacher, they 
are brought by little and little^ as children 
under education^ to see their interest in the 
* sure mercies of David/ from the charac«- 
ters in which they find themselves distin- 
guished in the everlasting covenant. 

See, my brother, see whether you do not 
possess what Jehovah promised, by virtue 
of this covenant, to give to. Jesus' people. 
Have you not the new heart and the new 
mhidf which God, by his covenant, is en- 
gaged to bestow. Do you not feel those 
covenant impressions, which are common 
t3 his people ? Is not the * Messenger rf 
this covenant' whom Grod hath chosen, be- 
come the object of your choice also ? If 
God the Spirit be promised to certify your 
interest in this covenant, * have you receiv- 
ed the Holy Ghost since you believed ?' In 
a word, if these, and these only, are the 
sure mercies of David, are you seeking sal^ 
vation in no other way, and do you say, as 
Bavid did, ' this is all my salvation, and all 
my desire ?' These are precious tokeBs of 
8 
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herog interested i\} the sure mercies of Da- 
rid ; v^i)e» pardon^ mercy^ gi*ace, righteous- 
ness, sanctification, and strength equal to 
our day, are sought for in nothing else but 
God's everlasting covenant. 

My una'\^akened brother, what do yoti 
know of these sure mercies of David ? I 
caimot, I dare not be silent, while endeav- 
ouring to comfort the people of God with 
a view of tteir privileges, without calling 
upon you to examine and look diligently, 
kst you fail of this grace. that the Lord 
may incline your heart, that you may come ! 
O that you may hear the joyful sound, and 
live ! that God may give you also these 
sure mercies of David ! 

How shall I conclude my sermon better, 
than by desiring the afflicted, mburnful, (?x- 
ercised believer, of every description and 
character, to fold up the sweet text of the 
Prophet in his bosom, as a motto of conso- 
lation for every occasion J And may God 
the Holy Ghost write upon every heart, * I 
will make an everiasting covenant with you, 
even the sure mercies of David.' 



sign's fxuman. K 

The Remarks. 

yfHBN my friend had ended this disb^ 
t^ourse, he waited, as I perceived by his 
looks^ for my observations upon it I an- 
ticipated his inquiry for my opinion, by 
giving it unasked. ' It appeared indeed to 
me very plain, that the sermon comprised 
the leading principles of the covenant of 
grace ; whicht though certainly a subject of 
idl others the most interesting, is perhaps 
the least understood. For my party I, am 
free to confess^ that^ previous to this e^pl^ 
nation^ 1 had very imperfect conc«|iti^s iq| 
it. My first object, as soon as he had fiijbr 
ished ireading the manuscript, was to thank 
him for his ^ labour of love,' in bringiiig me 
acquainted by this means with a doctrine so 
highly important. How sweet and consol* 
atory is the view, that redemption-wofk 
originated in grace ; is carried on and cooir 
pleted in grace ; and yet, as if to remove 
all fears and apprehensions from the heiiey- 
er's mind, it is ^ grace reignetii through 
righteousness unto eternal life, by Jesus 
Christ our Lord ;' so that, though founded 
solely in mercy, it calls in to its assurance 
to fulfil the covenant engagements and coy<> 



enant faithfulness of Jehovah. Well might 
one of old in the contemplation of it sajf 
^ mercy and truth have met together, right- 
eousness and peace have kissed each other/ 

One branch of this subject particularly 
arrested my attention ; to which, on account 
of my imperfect conceptions of it, I ventur- 
ed to communicate to my friend my objec- 
tion. The scriptures of truth, (I observed 
to him^) very strikingly distinguished those 
^sure mercies of David,' as arising out of 
an everlasting covenant. This being the 
case, the operation of those mercies must» 
by their very nature, be perpetual, and 
"Without any interruption. There can be no 
period in ^ich they cease to act, for what 
was promised to be etemalt can never ad- 
mit the smallest alteration in time* Is there 
not, however, sometimes a suspension of 
those mercies, when afflictions abound in 
the lot of the Lord's family ? 

* No, never, (replied my friend,) is there 
the least interruption in the unchanging 
mercies of God in Christ Jesus. And 
however dark and seemingly mysterious, at 
times, the dispensation may appear to us, 
yet there is but one and the same purpose 
of mercy, invariably pursued by a faithful 



Grod to his people. And the difflculty of 
apprehending this would be soon removed^ 
by only taking into the account the ivhoie 
process of the divine admmistratton towards 
believers^ and not forming a judgment upon 
every sing^ and detached part of it. Ai 
men regulate their opinion of some admira* 
bly well constructed machine^ fh)m a con« • 
templation of the whole when complete, and 
not of its several constituent parts in a state 
of separation, so God's divine ordination 
^respecting the government of his people 
must be viewed upon the whole— -causes 
with effects; and then all is grace, mercy^ 
and loving kindness. An earthly parent 
considers it as no diminution of his tender- 
ness to a bdoved child, that he sends him 
abroad for education, or that he himself in* 
structs and disciplines him at home ; because 
hisTuture prospects in life are best promot* 
ed by this process. And why should our 
Heavenly Father be supposed to have lost 
sight of the ^ sure mercies of David' to hit 
children, because absence and discipline are 
made use of by him, to forward his gracious 
designs of greater tenderness towards them 2 
But when we call in question the evidences 
of divine love, we, forget where we are^ and 
8* 



90 ZION's PIIiGBIlC. 

ikp i*easons for which we are here. And 
hence it is not among the smallest testimo* 
nies of those very mercies of David, that 
the Loi*d makes use of the ministry of afflic^^ 
tion to proclaim, that < this is not our rest, 
because it is polluted/ Had Jesus intended 
this world for the enjoyment of his people, 
in a state of worldly prosperity, very differ- 
ent would have been their accoibmodations. 
But they are * strangers and pilgrims upon 
earth,' and are going home to their Father's 
house. And what does ever make home 
more desirable to the traveller, than the ill 
reception he frequently meets with on the 
road ? > 

^ Sir ! look at the subject again, and see 
whether it doth not challenge your highest 
admiration and praise, when you discover 
that the afflictions of the Lord's people are 
among his tenderest mercies^.^ in that they 
are so admirably contrived, that not a single 
trouble shall ultimately do tliem liann; but 
on the contrary, shall positively work for 
their good ? Set down this as an everlast- 
ing maxim ; and compare with it either 
your own experience or your observation 
of' others. Let us suppose nowi^for exam* 
pie's aake, that in the great mass of charac* 
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ters in the Lord^s tried family, some are la- 
bouring under heavy afflictions of body, and 
some under anguish of mind ; some impov-* 
erii^ed in woridly circumstances^ some 
smarting under the lash of false tongues ; 
some groaning under the pains of sickness 
in their own persons; some bitterly bewail- 
ing the ejRects of it in others : yet, be the 
trial what it may, (and wisely ordered it is, 
exactly suited to every one's necessities,) 
look only forward to its final issue, and you 
will find, that not a single individual of the 
Xord's household is injured by it. Each 
affliction becomes to them a messenger of 
sanctification and wisdom, and acts medicin- 
ally oh the mind, as much as physic oi^the 
body. And can those , things be properly 
called evils which minister good ? will any 
man blame the physician of approved judg- 
ment, when inducing' a state of convales- 
cence, because the medicine he administers 
is found somewhat nauseous to the taste^ 
and operates roughly i 

^ But it is not enough to say that afflic- 
tions do no harm ; they must also do good. 
The promise else would be lost-^< all things 
work together for good to them that love 
iKod.^ So that, unless in every single in* 
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stance, good is wrought to the lovers of 
God, the truth of Scripture would become 
questionable. But of the perpetual occur* 
rences which are going on through life, in 
attestation to this precious assurance, a vol- 
ume would only give the mere outlines* 
And who is competent to describe them?^ 
Generally speaking, all afllictions which 
tend to bring the soul to God, keep up a 
life of communion with the Redeemer; 
make us sensible of the gracious influence 
of the Holy Spirit ; spiritualize our affec- 
tions ; wean our hearts from a world, from 
which we must soon part ; and promote a 
more intimate acquaintance with that in 
which we are shortly for ever to dwell ; 
whatever things induce these blessed prin- 
cipiles, are undeserving the name of afflic- 
tions : they are among the sweetest mercies 
of David. And when God removes every 
earthly comfort, in order to make room for 
heavenly ; empties the soul of all creature- 
comforts, that he may fill it from all the 
fulness of Creator-mercies ; can there re- 
main a question, but that the believer is a 
gainer by the exchange 2 Nay, I am fully 
persuaded, that if grace were in full exer- 
cise, we should embrace our aSictions, ai 
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affording the choicest proofs of divine love. 
And how refreshing would it be to a by- 
stander near the bed of some suffering saints 
to hear him say. Praise my Grod with me, 
for the pains I now endure ! For the dear- 
est friend which I have upon earth, if his 
affection for me and his wisdom were equal 
to those of my heavenly Father, would in- 
flict every pain and trial which I now feel 
from His gracious appointment/-- 



The Dead Child. 

My friend was going on in his discourse 
when a shriek from a window in the street^ 
accompanied with a loud voice of distress, 
interrupted him* We heard the lamenta- 
ble cry, ^My child is dead!' We hastened 
to the door to seek the cause of this sorrow. 
Upon inquiry, we found that it was the 
only child of an afiectionate mother, which 
had that moment breathed its last in her 
arms. Alas ! thought I, Rachel's case is 
not singular : flie same voice which was 
heard in Bamdh, is heard throughout the 
world. The sorrowful mother refuseth to 
be comforted, becaase the child is not. 
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< See here, my brother,' (cried my com- 
panion, taking me by the arm, and leading 
me, as he said it, invcduntarily down the 
street,) ^ see here an exemplification of our 
subject. Let us only suppose, that this af- 
^icted mother is a gradous woman ; and 
her history, I will venture to assert, shall 
sooner or later prove the truth of all that I 
have been saying. In the first paroxysm 
of grief, she is perhaps insensible of it ; for 
nature is nature,and is allowed to express, if 
without murmuring, her sorrows. But sup- 
pose that you or I were permitted to call is 
upon her at some future period ; how differ- 
ent should we find her sentiments. A plain 
proof this, that it \b the state of the miiadf 
and not the affliction itself, wMch consti^ 
tutes the difference. And when the ap- 
pointment comes, as it must come to every 
gradmis soul, in a covenant-way ; the unit- 
ed wisdom of men and angels could not 
have ordered any event equally suitable, sp 
as to have answered the purpose of Grod in 
his merciful dispensations towards her. 
However painful, it could not be spared. 
Let us consider it for a few moments, as it 
concerns herself^ and as it refers to the Child. 



^ As it concerns herself. It is more than 
probable^ that this beloved, this only child, 
stole away her heart from the Lord* Per- 
haps her visits to the throne of grace were 
less frequent than heretofore. Perhaps lier 
anxiety for the future provision of this babe, 
made her omit or diminish her charities 
to the poor ; made her question the provi- 
dences of God ; made her affections more 
earthly ; her conversation more savouring 
of the things of time and sense ; and, in 
short, induced a train of conduct, all tend- 
ing to lead the heart more from Gk>d, and 
not bringing it, (as ought to have been the 
case,) to God. And was it not then, thtnk 
you, among the choicest * mercies of David,* 
to remove the cause of all this evil? Was it 
not time for God to recal his gift, when that 
gift formed a cloud on the mind to hide the 
hand of the Giver? 

^And as it refers to the sweet babe. 
Supposing the most favourable thing wiiich 
can be supposed, that it was a child of 
grace, a child of many prayers ; ai'c'tbe 
* sure mercies of David* altered in their 
property, because those prayers are answer- 
ed, and Jesus bath housed a lamb of his fold 
beyond the reach of the prowling lion^ or 
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the ranging bear ? Say, ye long tried, long 
exercised soldiers in the Redeemer's army ? 
are llie summer's heat and the winter's 
cold, the furious assaults of the enemy with- 
out, and the distressing fears within, so very 
desirable, that you regret the close of the 
campaign ? Oh ! how much the reverse ! 
And who knows but that the gracious Lord, 
reading in the index, the whole volume of 
this infant's life, in mercy shut the book, to 
stop at once the parent's anxiety, and her 
offspring's sufferings. Thus then, here is 
at onte a whole chapter of mercies ; mer- 
cies to the old, mercies to the young ^ and 
nothing but mercy to all, both in time and 
eternity. And where is the cruel parent^ 
that would retard the flight of his child 
under such circumstances ; and hinder it 
from taking wing, to meet the Lord in the 
air ? Surely, might the infant say, in just 
reproof to such mistaken fondness ! * If ye 
loved me, ye would rejoice, because I go to 
my Father !' 

* And what if we reverse the circum- 
stances, (for grace is not hereditary,) let 
that parent determine, for nmie else can de- 
termine, what it must be to' see a graceless 
child rising up in life, in spite of all our re- 
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monstrances, all our prayers — at once re- 
garittess of his present peace, and future 
happiness* — Oh ! how awful !'• 



% The Suicide. ^ 

As my friend uttered these words, a crowd 
of persons ran across the street in which we 
-^eve walking, which excited our curiosity 
to inquire into the cause. The information 
was a sad one. A youth, it seemed, unable 
to brook the various disappointihents, which 
a long pampered habit of false education 
had induced, dared to defy Omnipotence, 
by putting a period to his earthly existence. 
The crowd was running to behold the un- 
happy object. As for me and my compan- 
ion, we both stood motionless, struck with 
horror. — At length my friend recovei*ed 
himself and broke silence. ^ Dread Lord !' 
(he cried,) * what an. awfid world is tliis, 
through which thy people are passing ! How 
close we walk on the confines of everlasting 
misery, while in the very moment we ai-e 
the monuments of thy saving mercy ! — 
Blessed God, (he exclaimed,) write, I be- 
seech tbee^ that solemn truth upon my heai*t ; 



-Tf. 
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they that are kept, * are kept by the power- 
of God through faith unto salvation/— •Oh ! 
what a lesson is here, my brother, (he cri- 
ed,) for the sorrowful mother whom we 
just now noticed ? And what would this 
young man's parents give, (for perhaps he 
may have both to survive him,) had her 

case been their's !' 

My heart was too full to reply; I felt 
all that kind of sensation which the poet en- 
tered into, to the contemplation of a subject 
so hopeless and awful, when he said — 

T hen if it be an awful thing to die. 
How horrid vet to die by one's own hand ! 
SdJ-murder! — ^name it not ! dreadful attempt ? 
Just reeking from self-slaughter, ui a rage, 
To rush into the presence of our Judge; 
As if we challenged him to do his worst. 
And valued not his wrath !— — .'Tis mad ! 
'Tis worse than madness ;— .nnuglit can describe 
A frenzy half so desperate as this ! 

blair's grave. 

It was sometime before I prevailed 



on myself to remove from the spot of this 
awful scene. But at length I caught the 
arm of my companion, and we walked away 
together towards the end of the street, which 
terminated in the fields. We bad gone a 
considerable spac^, without any conversa* 
tion ; the minds of both being, I imagined^ 
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fiilly absorbed in ruminating on a subject^ 
that was beyond all others the most distres- 
sing ! For my part, the circumstance had a- 
wakened in my breast a train of thoughts^ 
whieh tended to dissipate all my new-form- 
ed hopes. What, (I said to myself,) if an 
end so horrible should be at length the 
termination of my pilgrimage ? What if all 
my fond desires of grace should ultimately 
prove a delusion 7 Are the people of Grod 
exposed to such overwhelming temptations 
of the enemy ? May they really be awaken- 
ed to the life of God in the soul^ and yet 
finally fall away ?, 

I found these, and the like distrustful 
questions, involuntarily arising in my mind^ 
and inducing much anxiety ; when my friend, 
as if privy to what passed within me, broke^ 
silence. * How gracious, (he exclaimed,) 
is our God, in the midst of such awful judg- 
ments, as are walking by our side, through 
the world, to keep us unhurt ! Do you not 
perceive the evidence of that scripture ; * A 
thousand shall fall at thy side, and ten 
thousand at thy right hand, but it shall not 
come nigh thee ; only with thine eyes shalt 
thou behold and see the reward of the wicjc-; 
ed2** Oh it is a blessed, soul-revivifig ; 

* Psalm xcL 7, ». 
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thought, amidst all the melancholy proofs 
around ur, that we are passing through the 
enemy's territories, that there is a gracious 
nevertheless in the covenant which screens 
us from his malice. / Nevertheless, (says 
the Apostle,) the foundation of God stand- 
eth sure, having this seal ; the Lord know- 
eth them that are his.* Let mine outcasts 

* 

dwell within thee, Moab ; be thou a covert 
to them from the face of the spoiler.f This 
is enough. Outcasts, and sometimes con- 
sidered as the * offscouring of all things/ 
they are. But still they are God's outcasts. 
Tempted they may be, and certainly will ; 
but conquered they shall not. And could 
a looker-on but see objects spiritually, he 
would discover, as the impious monarch of 
old did, One walking with his people in the 
hottest furnace, that even the * smell of fire 
may not pass upon them.'rt^ 

^ You very much rejoice my heart, (I re- 
plied,) by what you say. My fears were 
all alive in the view of this awful scene, lest 
an event so truly hopeless might one day 
be my portion.' 

— * That,(answered my companiow hasti- 
* ly,) is impossible to a cliild of God. The 

. -^ 2 Tim. il 19. f Isaiah xvi. 4. % Dan. iii. 25, 27. 
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promise is abisolute. * No weapon formed 
against thee shall prosper/* And God ig 
faithful^ who will not suffer you to be tempt- 
ed above that ye are able ; but will with 
the temptation also make a way to escape^ 
that ye may be able to bear it.* 

^ But is it not said, (I replied,) that some 
who were ^ once enlightened, and have tast* 
ed of the heavenly gift, and been made par- 
takers of the Holy Ghost,' have fallen 
away ?' 

* Yes ; (rejoined my companion ;) but 
none of those so spoken of were ever chil- 
dren of Gt)d, or * born again of that incor- 
tiruptible seed which liveth and abideth for- 
aever/ Only obscn^e the vast distinction of 
character, by which those enlightened per- 
•sons whom the Apostle speaks of are mark- 
ed, from tlie, scripture-features of the truly 
regenerate ; and the contrast will immedi- 
ately appear. They are jsaid to be * once 
enlightened,' that is with Aead-knowledge 5 
not renewed in Aearit-affections. They are 
described as those who have * tasted of the 
heavenly gift '^ tasted, but Hot approved : 
like persons whose stomachs nauseate what 
the taste rejects, and digest it not. X**^y 

* Isaiah liv. ir. 
9* • 
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are said to ^ have been made paiHiakers of 
the Holy Ghost *^ that is, in his common 
operations upon the understanding ; not in 
his quickening and regenerating grace in 
the soul. In all these, and the like instan- 
ces, there is not a single syllable said of the 
Spirit's work, in the great and essential 
points of faith and rq)efitance,. and the re- 
newed life. But the whole account is con- 
fined to the common operations of nature^ 
as distinguished from grace ; in which nat- 
ural men frequently excel ; and sometimes 
indeed to such a degree, as to surpass in 
head-knowledge the children of grace. And 
God the Holy Glrtist is pleased to w^ork by 
their instrumentality, wliile they themselves 
remain unconscious of his power. He bles- 
ses his people hy tliem ; but they feel not his 
power in them. For rather than his house* 
hold shall want supply, he will -feed them 
even from the table of tlieir enemies. They 
become therefore like channels of convey- 
ance, which conduct to others, but retain 
nothing to themselves : or like the direction- 
posts on the road, which point the traveller 
to the right path, but never stir themselves 
a step towards it. These things may b(& 
done, and perhaps very often ai*e done, by 
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aaen perfectly strangers to vital godliness* 
And therefore when they cease to appear 
in their assumed character, they are said by 
the world to have fallen away from grace ; 
"whereas the fact is, they never were in 
grace. Every tl^' jg in such pers(Jhs is de- - 
rived from natural causes, is supported by 
natural means^ and adopted for natural pur- 
poses ; and thus beginning in nature, they 
end in the same. And if a proper attention 
was paid to these things, to discriminate 
between nature and grace, it would, under 
tlie divine blessing, very much tend to di- 
minish the apprehensions of the humble and 
fearful believer, respecting the danger of 
apostatizing from the faith.' 

* But is there not a difficulty, (I said,) to 
the cordial reception of this doctrine, in the 
cases of those unhappy persons who die by 
their own hands, and, as is generally sup- 
posed, from the effects of religious melan- 
choly ?' 

* Not the least, (replied my ft'iend,) by 
those who consider the subject in a proper 
poipt of view. It is the gr-ossest mistake to 
ascribe such instances of suicide to a reUg- 
ioti9 melancholy, when in fact they are in- 
duced altogether from a total want of re- 
Ugion. 
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* Meiiy from the awakenings of con* 
science^ anil from the dread of divine dis- 
pleasure in the recollection of a mis-spent 
life, may be driven to despair ; and if there 
be no grace given to them of God, to make 
application of the swl*^ ¥ promises of the 
gospel in the hour of temptation, but left to 
themselves, may be prompted to do an act 
at which nature shudders ! but who would 
presume, but a fool, to put this down to the 
score of religion, when every circumstance 
tends but to prove the very reverse, in the 
total want of all religion^ Let us only sup- 
pose a case in point, which is enough at 
once to answer all the childish observationa 
which the world hath made on a subject or 
this nature. Let us suppose a man under 
the immediate pressure and alai'ms of a 
guilty conscience, in the prospect of the 
wrath to come, feels the rising temptation 
to make away with himself* Let us suppose 
further, that in this distressed state of mind, 
some precious revelation and promise of the 
gospel is, through divine grace, revealed to 
his heart; that he hears and believes what 
that gospel graciously proclaims — 'that 
though his sins are as scarlet, they shall 
be m^de white as snow i though red as the 
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crimson^ they shall be as the wool ; that the 
blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth from all sin ; 
is it not evident, that if the mmd of such a 
man is brought to believe in this precious 
promise, there can be no despair, and con- 
sequently there can be no self-murder ? And 
will prejudice itself, even the grossest preju- 
dice, venture to say, or even believe, that a 
single Instance of suicide was ever commit- 
ted under such circumstances ? 

* Hence, therefore, you see, my brother,* 
continued my Mend, Hhat it is not faith, 
but the want of faith ; not from religion, 
but from the absence of religion, that a 
melancholy pervades the mind, which some- 
times terminates so fatally as in self-des- 
truction/ 



The Ploughman* 

I WAS about to reply, when the voice of 
one singing attracted my attention* It was 
an husbandman at his labour, busily engag- 
ed in ploughing the field, and at the same 
time exerc^ing his mind in strains of mel- 
ody. From the solemnity of the tune, I 
was induced to believe that it was a psalm 
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or hymn that he was singing. How merci- 
fully, (I thought with myself,) hath the 
JiOrd provided for the labouring part of 
mankind ; that while the hands are engaged 
day by day on things of the earth, the heart 
is unfettered, and able, through grace, to 
joar among the objects of heaven ! As we 
approached nearer, we paused, and could 
very plainly distinguish the words : and 
fhus be sung, — 

• Arise fliy soul, my joyful pow'rs, 

And triumph in my God : 
Awake, my vdce, and loud proclaim 

His glorious grace abroad. 

My friend whispered in my ear, — ^ D<> 
you recollect what the Prophet predicted of 
the last Gospel days ? ^ In that day shall 
there be upon the bells of the horses, Ho- 
xiJOiss UNTO THE LoRD ?'* Such shall be 

r 

the gracious prelude to that day, when there 
shall be no more the Canaanite in the land^ 
that the highway and the tvay qf holiness 
shall be so plain, that the < way-faring men, 
though fools, shall not err therein/f — ^Th© 
fiurmer still sung ; 

* Zech. xiv. 20, 21. f l^^ah aaocv. t. . 



*He rais'd me from the depths of sin. 

The gates of gaping hell ; 
And fix d my standing more secure 

Than *twas before I fell.* 

* Is not this strange doctrine ?' I cried t# 
my friend. — * Ask him yourself/ he said, 
* for if he sings * with the spirit and with 
the understanding also^' he can explain.' 

* Ai'e you not mistaken, honest man/ I 
said, * In what you are singing ?' * Oh, no. 
Sir,* he immediately answered, * He that 
raised me from sin, preserves me now from 
falling / 

•The arms of everlasting love 

Beneath my soul he plac'd ; 
And on the Rock of Ages set 

My slipping footsteps fast. 

*The city of my bless'd abode 

Is wall'd ab<mt with grace ; 
Salvation for a bulwark stands 

To shield the sacred place. 

• Satan may vent his sharpest spite. 

And all his legions roar ; 
Almighty mercy guards my life. 

And bounds his raging pow'r.* 



* Does this seem strange to you, Sir ?' 
continued the countryman. * Surely, you 
QQght to know better than I : but for my 
part, I thank God, I know enough to know, 
that they are safer that are kept by grace. 
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than they who Yicver fell. The angels, who 
kept hot their first estate, fell from having 
no security but their own strength. And 
our unhappy first father, who had more 
strength of his own than ever any since of 
his fallen race have had, soon manifested 
what that strength was when left alone* — 
I do therefore desire to bless God, that my 
strength is in another, and not in myself. 
Oh! it is a sweet morsel to my soul, which 
says, * Israel thou hast destroyed thyself, 
but in me is thy help.'* Besides, Sir, had 
Adam continued in his original state of up- 
rightness, and all his children had pai'takcn 
in the same; this would have been no other, 
after all, but the righteousne^^ of the crea- 
ture. Wherer.s now, * the salvation of tlie 
righteous is of the Loud. He is tlie Lokd 
our righteousness ; and therefore he is him- 
self our strength in the time of trouble.'| 
And while the soul whom di\ inc grace hath 
snatched, as the Lord hath me, from the 
gates of destruction, can take up that scrip- 
ture — * Surely, shall one say, in the Lobd 
have I righteousness and strength;' God 
the Holy Ghost applies that other precious 
assurance of his word — * Israel shall be sav- 

» Rosea xiL 9. f Psalm xxxvii. 39. 
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i&d in the Lobb vsith an eyerlasting salra* 
tion ; ye shall not be ashamed or confound- 
ed, world without end.'* 

The countryman waited not for a 

Veply, but resumed his labour and his song 
together ; 

* Arise my soul, iawake my Voioe, 

And tunes of pleasure sing ; 
Loud hallelujahs ^tiall address 

My Saviour and my King,^ 

Happy soul ! thought I, thou hast tfiat 
which empires cannot purchase : God for 
thy father, Jesus for thy portion, and the 
HoiY Ghost for thy comforter ! 

I saw the countenance of my companion 
glow with pleasure at what the countryman 
had said, while he finished the observations 
of the labourer, with asking and making an- 
swer hiitiself to some few questions of his 
own. * Why,' says he, * is it, that the divine 
promise of perseverance should be so diffi- 
cult to be received by our unbelieving 
hearts ; but because we think we must have 
strength enough of our own ? Why is the 
doctrine of the Redeemer's righteousness, 
as the sole means of justification before 
God, so hard to be accepted by us; butbe- 

* Isaiah xiv. 21. 
10 



110 ZION^S PIX.OBIM* 

cause the unhumbled pride of our nature 
cannot brook the mortification of being sav- 
ed without doing something towards it? And 
wherefore is it^ that sinners are so averse 
to believe, that their salvation is wholly th^ 
result of being chosen in Chbist, * before 
tlie foundation of the world f but because 
it becomes a gratifying compliment to our 
proud nature, to hare it thought that we 
have first sought Christ ? — But the poor 
sinner desires that it should be always kept 
in view, that if we love him it is because he 
Jirst loved us. His language is — ^Lonn, it 
is all distinguishing grace from beginning 
to end. I know I shall fall every hour, 
but for the promise of being upheld by him, 
who having * loved his own, loveth them 
unto the end/ And I am fully conscious 
that I have no righteousnais of my own, 
how precious becomes that assurance to my 
soul, wherein thou hast said, * My salvation 
shall be forever, and my righteousness shall 
not be abolisU^di** 

The Strayed Sheep. 

At that instant a sheep leaped over the 
hedge, just where my companion and I 

*Isaiah li. 8. 
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stQod, as if pursued by some enemy. The 
poor animal seemed much distressed and 
aflrrighted»^-He looked at us^ but appeared 
disappointed* As he stood still, I called 
to him 5 but he knew not my voice. At 
length a man appeared at the fence over 
which the sheep had broken ; and calling in 
a particular tone which the poor animal 
understood, he turned and looked upon him. 
The shepherd then came over the hedge, and 
advancing gently towards him, still contin- 
uing his call as he approached him ; the 
sheep came to meet him, and seemed re- 
joiced at his presence ; and they went awaj 
both of theHi together. 

* Ah !* I cried, * I think I could spiritu- 
alize this occurrence. — * Do so then,' re- 
plied my friend, ^ for such should be the 
custom of Zion's pilgrims to extract im- 
provement from every thing wliich they see 
or hear. — * I would suppose,' I said, • this 
poor strayed sheep to be the emblem of the 
wandering sinner ; and the man pursuing 
it as a friend, which the silly animal fancied 
. an enemy, to personate the man Christ 
Jesus. And under those images, if I mis- 
take not, several very sweet doctrines of 
the Gk>spel may be discovered. As for ex- 
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ample : that the Lord Jesus had a fold be- 
jQore the foundation of the world is evident; 
for in the close of his ministry, he thanks 
the father for them which he had given him, 
and of which ^ he had lost none.' This 
fold, by the entrance of the prowling wolf 
into Paradise, wandered, and was scattered 
abroad into the wide wilderness of the 
world. For so the Lord speaks of them : 
* My sheep Wandered through all the moun- 
tains, and upon every high hill 5 yea, my 
flock was scattered upon all the face of the. 
earth.'"^ But though wandering and scat* 
tered, they were the Lord's sheep still. 
That little foolish wanderer we just now, 
saw, was never altered in his nature, though 
wayward and perverse in his track. Though 
he left the sheepfold, yet he was still the 
sheep, and not the goat. In like manner 
Christ's spiritual sheep did not lose their 
relation to him, when they left his fold. 
This character of Jesus' sheep should nev- 
er be forgotten by us, for it is plain, that 
Jesus himself never loseth sight of it. In 
the moment he speaks of them as wander- 
ing and scattered — as diseased and weak— ^ 
I10 calls them still my sheep. And hence^ 

* £zek» icxxiv. 6. 
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in the recovery of every one of them, the 
same idea is cardEully preserved ; < I will 
seek that which was lost^ and bring again 
that which was driven away, and bind up 
that which was broken^ and will strengthen 
that wlUch was ^ck/"* And what can be 
more refreshing and encouraging to a poor 
sinnerf than the consideration that^ if of 
the fold of Jesus originally given by the 
father, however scattered over the face of 
the earth, however pent up in the den of 
beasts by the accursed enemy of soids ; still 
he is the sheep of Jesus, concerning whom 
the promise is made and passed, * My sheep 
shall never perish, neith^ shall any pluck 
them out of my hand/f The eye of the 
good Shepherd is ever over them. He 
beholds them as His sheep, while they ap- 
pear among wolves ; and when the hour is 
come, according to his blessed promise, like 
that poor animal we just now beheld, they 
sbatl hear his voice and follow Hint, though 
they flee the voice of strangers* How ex- 
pressive to this purpose are the words of 
God by the prophet ; ^ Thus saith the Lord 
God, Behold I, even I, will both search my 
fthe^ and seek them out; as a shepherd 

le* 



114 ZiOir's TVLQMW* 

seeketh out his flock in the day that he is 
among his sheep that are scattered ; so wlli 
I seek out my sheep and will deliver theia 
out of all places where they have been scat- 
tered in the cloudy and dark day/* 

^ And if this doctrine be well foundedy'I 
continued, ' what a volume of consolation it 
holds forth to the sheep-fold of Jesus, under 
tlieir own diseases^ weaknesses, and wan- 
derings^ and the long wanderings, and 
wayward obstinacies and rebellions of their 
unrecovered relations and friends/for which 
they mourn so frequently at the mercy-seat. 
The lion and the bear may have taken the 
tender lamb from the fold ; but our David 
will in his time, and not ours, and the prop- 
erest time too, go out after him, and de- 
liver him from his devouring mouth. * My 
sheep', saith Jesus, ^ shall never perish.' 
That's enough !-^* Fear not, then, little 
flock ; it is your Father's good pleasure to 
give you the kingdom/f And how eter- 
nally secure must be every one of the fold, 
when the final presentation of them before 
the throne of glory is to be expressed iu 
these woi^ds ? — ^ Behold, I and the children 
whom the Lord hath given me !'^ . 

* Ezek. xxxiv. 11, 1^. f Luke xii. 32. 4: Ua. viii. T8. 
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W hen I had finished my re- 
morksy my Mend thanked me. ^1 am much 
^easedy' he said, 'I assure you with your 
ideas on the subject. You have, in my 
q^inion, very sweetly spiritualized the in- 
cident of the strayed sheep ; and you certain- 
ly have ample authority from scripture for 
the several observations you have made. 
The frequent allusion which is there adapt- 
ed to the various circumstances of a sheep- 
fold, is expressly done with this intention, 
to describe the Lord^s gracious dealings 
with his peqile. 

* There is one vie\^ of the subject which 
hath often struck me, but which so far as my 
reading extends, hath not been sufficiently 
noticed, if at all, by any writer 5 I mean, 
where Jesus is following the thousands of 
his fold, through aQ their wayward paths, 
amidst the lion's den, and over the moun- 
tains of darkness, his eye is still oter them 
for good, and his arm unremittingly stretch- 
ed forth, to keep them fi:*om everlasting 
ruin ; though they, as yet in their uncon- 
scious state, senseless either of his presence 
or his favour, are * making him to serve 
with their sins, and continue to weary him 
with their iidq[uiti<es P There is somewhat 
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in this view, which opens to them 4 most 
precious and endearing trait in the charac- 
ter of the I^BD Jbsus ; when once the film 
which obetivcted vision in them is removed, 
.to see things as they are, and that he hatli 
brought h(Hne anj of his wanderers to his 
fold, < on his shoulders rejoicing !' 

^ If you and I, my brother,' he added, 
^ had the faculty of discerning objects spir- 
itually, we shoidd discover many in this sit- 
uation Qow, who appear, to every eye but 
bis wh^iHknows his own under all disguisee^ 
as goat$9 from their behaviour ; but yet are 
the real sheep of Jbsus, which, by and by, 
he will gather out, and say, to them as hb 
did to the church of old, ^ Come with me, 
my spouse, from the lions' dens, and from 
the mountains of the leopards,' 

* Gracious Power !' he exclaimed, * while 
speaking of thy long-suffering to thy people, 
oh ! let me never forget, for how many years 
that long-sulfering was extended to ute,' 

* And to me !' I cried A moment 

of silence followed, when my friend resum* 
ed his discourse* 

^ I cannot help remarking, my friend,' he 
said, * how wonderfully the J^oim hatli 
brought you on your way | and particularly 
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« 

in the knowledge of divine things. Many 
there are, who notwithstanding they are 
very precious plants, which the Lord's right 
hand hath planted, do not make great ad« 
vances. But I may truly say of you, as the 
Apostle did of the church of the Thessalo- 
nians, * your faith groweth exceedingly/ 

< Alas !* I replied, ^ I fear I do not grow 
at all. I cannot perceive in myself any pi*o- 
gress.' * Do not say so,' he answered, ^ for 
this borders on unthankfulness, ^p our de- 
sires after greater measures of f^ni^ledge. 
and grace, let us never overlook tb^.lessf 
nor^ while we eamesfly bieig the Lord to. 
bestow more, unthankfuUy forget what he, 
hath already given. It is very true, as the 
Apostle observes, that our highest attain- 
ments in the present state, are only as the 
attainments of children ; and that, ^ if any 
man think he knoweth any things he know-, 
eth nothing yet as he ought to know.' Nev- 
ertheless, an apprehension of the very first 
principles in grace, nay, the circumstance 
of being matriculated in the school of Jbs vs, 
is an unspeakable mercy, which a whole 
life of thankfulness is not sufficient to ac- 
knowledge. 

^ Look back my brother,' he added, ^ from 
the first traces you can discover of God's 
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mfttitfestations in your mind, to the jiresent 
period^ and compare your situation then 
with now, and you will at ouce perceive 
what rapid advances you have been making 
in the divine life, under the teachings of 
OoD, the Holy Ghost. And this is, in 
factythe only method whereby to form a time 
estimate of ourselves. For when we draw 
eonclasions from the present only, or calcu- 
late our growth merely by our desires of be* 
ing finally saved, or when we erect as a 
atandardy4ehereby to judge ourselves, th6 
exoeflency of others more advanced : all 
fiiese models, being ill-constructed and ill- 
ehosen^ tnust invariably induce mortifying 
▼iews of ourselves by the comparison. This 
is not, therefore, the right plan by which we 
are to ascertain our state. — But if we so 
judge of our progress in grace, as wo esti- 
mate proficiency in the works of nature, the 
method wiH be more ac(:urate. In.the veg- 
etable kingdom, for instance, however cer- 
iain an advance in growth may be, yet the 
most intenise eye can never discern any one 
plant actually growing. But by the com- 
parative observation of a few days, every 
one is enabled to discover that a jprogreS'- 
sipn has taken place. 
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* Aud while I am speaking of thli sub* 
je<;t of growth in grace, I would de9ire to 
add another observation, which 13 intimate*' 
Ix connected with it. The Apostle says ; 
* grow in grace, and in the knowledge of onr 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ*' Now, if 
I really grow in grace, (as increasing graca 
humbles more and more the soul,) I shafl 
grow more sensible of niy own worthless* 
ness, and Christ's all-sumciency ; deeper 
views of sin in my fallen nature wUl induce 
all those gracious effects which tend to en- 
hance the Saviour ; a conscious sense of 
want, will awaken as conscious a de^re of 
having those wants supplied ; and every 
day's experience wjU make self more lowly, 
and Christ more exalted* This is to grow 
in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord 
together? The progress of grace, therefore, 
connected with the progress of the knowl- 
edge of the L/)rd, must ever produce those 
effects. A little grace, like the dawn of day, 
when shining in the heart, enables the be- 
liever to discover by this twilight, somewhat 
of the darkness around. In proportitm as 
the light advances, he se^ the objects dear- 
er. But he then only becomes sensible ot 
all the evils lurking within, when tb^ ihir 



ridiau brightness is completed. Grace, in 
like manner, shining in its full lastre, dis^ 
covers to us more clearly the corruptions 
of our nature, atid while it accompUsheth 
this purpose, it answereth the other blessed 
pui^se also, which the Apostle connects 
with it, of giving us *the light of the 
k^iowledge of the glory of God, in the face 
of Jesus Christ/ 



w37i Inn. 

It became a matter of much satisfaction, 
1 believe, to my fellow-ti*aveller, as well as 
to myselfi to behold the appearance of an inn 1 
on the road 5 for we both needed rest and 
refreshment, so that without any delibera" 
tion tve entered the door. * 

* Can you accommodate us 2* said my i 
friend to the host, who happened to be near 
the passage as we approached the house* 

* Certainly,' answered the man, and showed 
us into a room* 

* You do not forget, my brother,* whis- 
pered my fellow-traveller to me, * which it i 
was among the pilgrimis passing through this 
woiid^ who could not find this accomnloda- 



tion; there was no roam for him in the inn. 
How sweetly is it arranged i)& all the varioud 
circumstances of life^ to discover somewhat 
of his bright example going before us in al- 
most every situation ; not by way of re- 
proach, biit of pointing out to us, in num- 
berless instances, the superiority of our 
accommodation to his ! 

* There is something in the veiy nature of 
an inn,' continued my friend, * which serves 
as it appears to me, to promote the sacred 
purposes of a pilgrimage like ours, more ef- 
fectually, than almost any other situation; 
and had I my clioice on this point, I should 
like it, of all othera, for my abode in thi> dy- 
ing hour; for every one is so taken up with 
his own concerns, that there isneitheif time 
nor inclination to attend to the alTajtrs of 
others : so tliat here a man might bfe free 
from the troublesoma importunity ^f at- 
tendants, which sometimes becomes! a sad 
interruption to the soul, in her preparations 
for her journey into the invisil]|le world, 
while the carriage is at the dooi 

Our refreshment, consisting of/a little tea. 
and bread, was soon served up ;/whicb, nyr 
friend having first implored tbeUivine bles- 
sing to sanctify the use of it^ we reaUy/en-^ 

i I 
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joyed.-— ^* Tea is a very pleasant bever- 
age/ said my Mend^ * to my taste ; and I 
thould find some difficulty to get any thing 
as a substitute^ were I to be deprived of the 
use of it. I have heard many speak of it 
as pernicious : but I verily believe^ that one 
great reason why it proves so, is because it 
is a gracekss meal. If we do not beg God's 
blessing over our food, how can we be sur- 
prised5 if instead of being wholescmiey it 
proves hurtful.' 

After we had finished our repast, and like 
WeU-fed guests had arisen fi*om the table^. 
blessed the kind Master of the feast * who 
giveth us all things richly to enjoy 5' we 
were about to enter upon the perusal of 
< the word of God,' by way of profitably fil- 
ling up the measure of time till the hour of 
rest; when a circumstance occurred, which 
at OBce aiTested the attention of us both* 



The Jew» 

The 1. nstant we arose from the table, at 
before ob seijrved, there crossed the court- 
yard of th e j|nn, opposite to the room where 
We were fAUing, a Jew^ (as he appeared U^ 



be,) with a basket of pens. My friend see- 
ing him^ hastily ran to the door to inquire 
of him whether he knew a man of the name 
ot Abraham Levi, one of their people/ * Yes/ 
he said, * I know him very well ; but he is 
not one of my people/ * How is that ?' re- 
plied my friend; *are not you a Jew J' 
^No/ the poor man said, 'I thank th# 
Lord I am not I was once indeed ; but^ 
I trust, I am now a lover of the Lord Jesus«' 
The effect wrought upon my mind by this 
short conversation was like that of electricir 
ty. * Pray my friend, do us the favour* 
(continued my companion^) *to walk into this 
room. We are both lovers and humble fol- 
lowers, like yourself, if you are so, of the 
Lord Jesus ; and we shall much rejoice^ if 
you will communicate to us the pleasing in- 
formation how this change was wrought.^ 
< That I will most readily,^ replied the man } 
^or if it wUl afford you pleasure to hear,much 
more will it delight me to relate, a change 
to which I owe such unspeakable mercies*. 
* Witl|out going over the whole of my 
jliistory from my childhood,' he said, ' which 
lia% very little interesting in it, and is un- 
connected with the^ circumstances of my 
conversion^! it will be sufficient to begin it at 
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that part which alone is worth your hearing. 
It is ahout two years since, that I first be- 
gan to feel my mind much exercised with 
considerations on the deplorable state of our 
people. I discovered from reading the scrip- 
tures, the ancient love of Grod to our nation. 
In our history as a people, I saw tlie many 
wonderful and distinguishing mercies with 
which, from age to age, the Lord had bles- 
sed us. I remarked also, how^, for the diso- 
bedience and ingratitude of our people, the 
Lord had punished us* But what struck 
me most forcibly was that prophecy of scrip- 
ture, * That the sceptre should not depart 
from Judah, nor a law-giver from between 
Ms feet^ until the Shiloh should come.'* 
Whereas I saw very plainly, that our nar 
tion was without a sceptre, without goveni- 
ment, without temple. I'remarked more^ 
over, that our people were a light, and vain, 
and worldly-minded people, who took it not 
^ to heart. And if the Lord had punished 
our fathers for their sins, ours desei*ved his 
displeasure more. Added to all these con- 
siderations, which very pow^erfully operated 
upon my mind, I saw a great mass ofopeo-^ 
pie living around me, who professed them* 

* Gen, jclix. 10. ' * ^ 
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delved to be followers of the true Gk>d j and 
Vfho asserted in confirmation of their faith» 
that the 8hiloh was ftome, and to him was 
&e gathering^ of the people. I>istressed and 
perplexed in my mind, by reason of thes^ 
Tamus consideratiions, I imew not what to 
do, and could hardly find power or inclinsU 
tipn to prosecute my daily labour. 

^ It happened one day , while walking oirer 
the bridge of the city, that my mind being 
more than usually affected, t could not re^ 
frain from pouring out my heart in prayer 
to €rod« I paused^ as I stood on the bridge, 
and lifting up my eyes towards heaven, I 
eried out, ^ O God of my fathers, Abrahamr 
Isaac, and Jacob, who hast declared thyself 
as keeping covenant-mercy for thousands ! 
look down upon me, a poor Jew? Vouch- 
safe to teach me what I must do. Thou 
knowest my desire is to serve thee, if I 
knew the way. Thou art justly displeased 
with our nation, and with our people ; for 
we have broken thy commandments* But^ 
Oh, Lord ! direct me.' 

^ It was with words somewhat like these^ 
(continued the poor man,) ^ that I prated ; 
in which I wept much. At length I walk- 
#d oi^ and passing by a place of worsb^^ 
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whcire I saw many assembled^ I found my 
heart inclined to go in. Wiio knows^ I 
thought within myself, but the Lord may 
have directed me hithen I went in, and 
near the door finding a seat unoccupied, I 
entered into it, and sat down. The minis- 

* 

ter was discoursing on the mercies of Crod, 
in sending his Son to be the Saviour of the 
world* If this Saviour was my Saviour, I 
thought, how happy should I be ! I felt my- 
self considerably affected, and frequently 
turned my face to the waU and wept* And 
many times, during the continuance of the 
service, so much was my heart interested by 
what I heard, that I wept aloud, and could 
not refrain. 

/ I hail disturbed some of the congrega- 
tion, it appeared by my behaviour; so that, 
as soon as the service was finished, two or 
three of the men came towards me with 
much anger, asking me wh^t I meant by 
coming there to interrupt their worship with 
my drunkenness. But when they discov- 
ered the real state of the case, and I had 
told them the wliole desires of my mind, tl>ey 
almost devoured mc with kindness* This 
served very much also, under God, to con- 
vince me, that their religion . must be the 

^ ^ religion^ which produced such effects. 
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*Not to fatigue you with my relation, it 
will be sufficient to observe, that from that 
hour my mind began to discover hope. 
And as the kind people, into whose con- 
gregation I had thus entered, undertook to 
instruct me in the principles of the Chris- 
tian faith, I soon lea.mt, under God, the 
fulfilment of the Jewish scriptures in the ' 
Christian. And now I find cause, every 
day, more and more, to hless the Lord for 
what he had done for my souL 

* One little event more,' (he added) * 1 
will, if you please, relate, which happened 
soon after my going into this church. My 
business of selling my pens obliged me to 
go to another city, about twelve miles dis- 
tant from the one where I dwelt ; and cal- 
ling at the pastry-cook's shop, who occasion- 
ally dealt with me, a1:ircumstance occurred 
which became highly serviceable to me in 
my new path of life. There sat in the shop, 
a venerable gentleman dressed in black ; 
the mistress of the house stood behind the 
counter, and I was just within the door. 
A poor beggar looking miserably ill, came, 
in for a tart. * Ah ! John,' cried the old gen- 
tiieman, ^ what, have you left the infirmary. 
Is your disorder declared to be incurable I 



^ Yes, Sff,^ replied the poop man, * they say 
they can do nothing more for me*' * Well, 
John,' answered the old gentleman, 'there 
is one Physician more which I would have 
you try : and he neter falls to cure. And 
he doth it also without money and without 
price.' The poor man's countenance seem- 
ed to brighten at this ; and he said, ' Wha 
is he ?' * It is the Lord Jesus Christ,' said 
the gentleman ; ' pray go to him, John j 
and if he be pleased to heal your body, it 
will be a blessed recovery for you indeed ; 
and if not, he can and will heal your soul/ 
The poor man did not relish the advice ; for 
he Went away looking angrily. As for me, 
I cried out, (for I could not refrain,) * May 
the Lord bless you. Sir, for what you have 
•aid, in your commendation of my Master 
and Saviour ! He is indeed all you have des- 
cribed him, for he hath cured my body and 
soul.' Astonished at what I said, the gen- 
tleman expressed his surprise in observing, 
* I thought you were a Jew !' * I was, Sir/ 
I answered, ^ once ; but by grace I am now 
a Christian.' He caught me by the hand, 
and entreated me to go with him to hid 
bouse, where I related to him as I have to 
you^ the means undw Grod of my conver-^ 
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sian. And when I had finished my story^ 
at his request) we dropped on our knees in 
prayer. And Oh ! Sirs, the fervour and 
earnestness with wliich he prayed, and the 
thanksgivings which he e:!!^pressed for the 
Lord's mercy to my soul^ never shall I tpx'- 
get. The recollection, even at this distance^ 
continues to warm ray heart/ 

When the poor man had finished his nar- 
rative, my friend ai;id I looked at each other, 
then at him, aiid then upwards. One sen- 
timent, I am persuaded, pervaded both 
hearts ; and this was the language, * Great 
and marvellous are thy works. Lord God . 
A1.MIGHTT ! just and true are thy ways, 
thou Ejnq of Saints !' 

My companion offei'ed him money, at 
which he seemed hurt. ^ I am sorry,* he 
said, that you should think so unfavoura- 
bly of me.' * Well, but,' (answered my 
friend,) * we have detained you from your 
employment, and it is but just; as you 
have so highly contributed to our pleasure, 
we ought not to make it detrimental to 
your interest.' * I should be very sorry,' 
(replied the poor man,) * if my diligence 
would not make up for those occasional in-' 
terruptions, which are so sweet and I'efresh- 



ing in my own heart, while giving satisfeG-^ 
tion to others. No, Sir, I thaikk you for 
your intentions ; hut I cannot accept your 
offer. Besides, I need it not; I have 
enough, and to spare. God supplies all my 
wants, and enahles me sometimes to help 
the wants of others.' 

The poor man took bis leave, after mu- 
tual wishes and prayers for our spiritual 
^elfai^e. And the night being now ad vane- 
ed, after reading the Scriptui'es, and pray^» 
we departed each to his chamber. 

-——The town clock struck five, just af- 
ter I a\¥oke from a state of sleep much re- 
freshed. I called to mind that sweet pro* 
mlse of God to his people, and found cause 
to bless him, in that it had been again veri- 
fied to my experience; * When thou liest 
down thou shaft not be afraid ; yea, thou 
fihalt lie down, £uid thy sleep shall be sweet.'* 

I recollected also, that many of the Lord's 
children were at tltat moment in a state of 
pain and suffering, and, like Jbfr, complain- 
i^g that ^ wearisome nights were appointed 
unto them/f I felt my heart drawn out, 
under the fulness of the impression, to adopt 
the language of the sorrowful sisters^ an4 

♦Pn)v.iil34. t^obviiS. 
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to teA the Lord, ^ Many whom thou lovest 
are sick.'* 

When we consider the defenceless state 
of sleep, and the many dangers to which 
our poor fallen nature is then peculiarly ex- 
posed, not merely to the ravages of ene- 
mieSf against which bolts and bars might 
cast up some little security ; but the care- 
lessness oSfriendSf from which none but his 
watchful eye, *who never slumbers nor 
sleeps' can guard us ; how suitable is that 
sentiment of <the church of old, to form tho 
first impression of the mind at flie dawn of 
day ; * It is of the Lord's mercies that we 
are not consumed, because his compassions 
fail not ; they are new every morning.'f 

I have often thought, when looking upon 
some dear child of my affection, in its un- 
conscious state of sleep, what criature of 
all God's works is so truly helpless, and 
so much exposed to danger, as man in that 
season ! But I have not unfrequently found 
relief therefrom, in the assurance, that this 
very state, in the necessity of it, implies 
the existence of a peculiar superintendance. 
And, indeed, the eventual experience of 
thousands is continually bearing testimony 
t» the truth of that precious promise : ^ My 

*J9hiixl8. tL^m. ill. a2» 
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people shall dWell In a peaceable habitation, 
and in sure dwellings', and in quiet resting 
places.'* 



Tlie Mary. 

According to my constant custom^ since 
the Lord was pleased to call me by his grace, 
I opened my diary in my VitXle pocket-com- 
panioUf to inquire * What is the word of the 
Lord recommended to my serious consider- 
ation to-day ?' For it is a favourite maxim 
of mine, with the first dawn of day, to seek 
a morning ^blessing from the Lord in this 
way, in one of his sweet promises. The 
promises of God are the present heritage of 
his people. They are evidently intended 
to be their support and stay in the house of 
their pilgrimage. In a little book, v, hich I 
always keep by me for this purpose, to have 
recourse to as occasion may require, and 
which I call my pcH^et-companion, I have 
also a diaryf containing some refreshing 
portion of Scripture for every day in the 
year. And though it cannot be supposed, 
(neither will any one I should hope, imag- 

* Isaiah ^cxxii. 18. 



hie,) that by a selection of this kind, a 
preference is given to one gracious prom- 
ise, to the exclusion of the rest, * which in 
Christ Jesus are all yea and amen ;' yet, 
as the mind is not sufficiently capacious, 
nor sufficiently alive, to exercise itself in 
the meditation of them all, it should seem 
to be no unpromising plan of usefulness to 
have recourse to one or more of them in 
t^iis manner. 

I shall be exempt, I trust, from the charge 
t)f presumption, if I add, that I have found, 
at times, the promise in my diai^ so stiik- W 
ingly suited to my then circumstances, as if 
a voice had accompanied it like that of the 
Apostle to the men of dntioehf^^ To you is 
the word of this salvation sent/ 

The promise of 'this day I found to be 
Psalm cxxi. 5. * The Lord is thy keeper/ 
Sweet and precious indeed to all his people 
is tliis assurance ! My mijid> as I lay upon 
my bed, was much exercised in the contem- 
plation of Grod as a Covenant Ood, in keep- 
ing His people. It is he which keeps t 
tliem in the faith; keeps them from the} 
. power of the enemy ; from a thousand un- 
aeen, and as many visible evils ; from final^ 
ly falling, and from eternal death. And 



tiiough he hath no where promised to kcq^ 
His people from tribulation, or persecution, 
or the strife and slander of tongues, from 
sickness, or sorrow, and the like; yet he 
Jhath promised, that *no weapon formed 
against them shall prosper ; no temptation 
Aall take them, from which he will not make 
a way for them to escape. He will bruise 
Satan under their feet shortly.* Oh ! the 
blessed privilege of those who have th# 
Lord for their Keeper ! 



it 



Market Day. 

From the very great noise which I heard 
in the street, as I arose from my bed, occa-' 
sioned by the passing of horses and the tu- 
mult of the people, I concluded that some* 
what more tlian usual occupied the public 
attention. In looking fur the cause from 
the window of my chamber, which (^ened 
into the street, I discovered that it was 
viarkeUday. Though the hour was so ear- 
ly, and the sun had not far advanced in 
climbing the heavens f yet the world was 
risen, and every one eagerly engaged in 
preparation for the sale, of their 
eommodities. 
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Ah ! thought I, how just is that aphor*< 
ism of our blessed Lord, < The Children of 
this world are in their generation wiser 
than the children of' light** If, in the 
maricet-days for the soul, (I mean the pub- 
lic festivals and sabbathe of the church,) 
they whose office it is to bring * forth out 
of God's treasure, things new and old* to 
the people, were truly as anxious as those 
men of the world, what gracious ejBects 
might we not hope would fellow under th« 
Spirit's blessing ! 

The Apostle to the Gentiles desired the 
church of Corinth to consider him and hiti 
faithful companions under this character. 
* Let a man,' saith he» ' so account of us, 
as of the ministers of Christ, and stewards 
of the mysteries of Grod/ A steward is an 
upper servant in a family ; one whose office, 
(according to our Lord's own explanation 
of the Jewish householder,) is to provide 
for the family, &c. whom * his Lord hath 
made ruler over his household to give them 
their portion of meat in due season.' And 
were that also properly considered, which 
the Apostle adds, that ' it is required in 
stewards that a man be found faithful !' the 
•olicitude c^ the earthly market-man woulC 
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fall infinitely short ot- that, which he feeW 
who ministers in heavenly things ; in pro- 
poi tion as the object and the end of the lat- 
ter transcend in importance those of the 
former. How early would the stewards of 
Christ's mysteries arise, in order to prepai'e 
the ^ feast of fat things, of wine on the lees, 
and of fat things full of marrow, for the 
mountain of the Lord's house !' How ex- 
tremely anxious would they be, that no hun- 
gry nor thirsty soul of God's household 
should be overlooked or neglected! And 
conscious, after all their best and mosl ear- 
nest pi'eparattons, that there can be no ac- 
tual enjoyment, no real participation on the 
people's part, but from the predisposing 
graqe of the Lord ; how ought every stew- 
ard to bring forth what he has prepared 
with prayer and supplication, that the Lord 
himself would direct every heart and in- 
fluence every mind ! 

Imagination can hardly form a character 
more truly valuable, than the man who 
ministers in holy things ; who spends his 
time, his talents, his gifts-— in short, his ajl» 
to this one purpose ; who becomes indeed 
the ^ faithful and wise steward,'' to feed the 
babes of Christ's household with the * sin- 
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cere milk of the wordy titat they may grow 
thereby ^^ and them that are of ^fidi age, 
with strong meat^ when by reason of use 
their spiritual senses are exercised to dis- 
'Cem both good and evil ^ and who to both^ 
can humbly recommend, like the Apostle^ 
the goodness of the food, as being what ^he 
himself hath seen^and looked upon, and 
tasted of the word of life.' It must be a re- 
freshing consolation, I can well conceive, in 
the close of life, to every faitf^ steward, 
after tiiat tile day's fatigue of the market for 
spKritual food is over, to be aUe to take up 
the satoe language as tiie Aposfle Paul ^ ^ I 
iiaxre kqpt back nothing that was profitable; 
I' have not shunned to declare the whole 
oounsd of God ; I have fed tte church of 
Gcd, which he hath purchased with his own 
blood $ and now I commend you to God, 
and to tilie word of his grace !' 

When I came down from my chamber, I 
found my friend waiting breakfast f<»* me; 
for the hour was by this time past eight: 
and, as his custom was, he proposed, invit- 
ii^ as m^ny of the {amily as felt disqpose^ 
ta attend Our mmning prayers. The mia* 
tress of lite l»use» with one servant only» 
iaceepted the offi^« And after my compao^ 

12f 
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ion had read a portion of God's word^ he 
followed it up with prayer. 

When the mistress and the servant had 
withdrawn, we sat down to bi'eakfast ; my 
friend having first implored the usual bles- 
sing on our food. 



# 



Tht Orace. 



* BotnrriFui* Father of mercies, who art 
supplying the daily wants of the millions 
which are looking up.to thee from all parts 
of the universe ; we desire grace to prais» 
thee for this seasonable and suitable portioffc 
of food, which thou hast spread betbrei us; 
for the support of our perishing bodies^. 
And we entreat thee for grace from thy . 
Holy Spirit in the use of it, that we may re^ 
ceive this and every other blessing,, as comb- 
ing from oui* reconciled Father and God in 
Christ Jesus. Vouchsafe, dearest Sa^iour^ 
to sit at the table which thou hast fuifnishT 
ed ; and may we be among those, ^ which 
i^hall sit at thy table in thy kingdom f and 
while, as thy children going home toi thine 
houae> thou art refreshing us thus by ths 
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-way, tibough all the benefit be ours, let thine 
be sdl the glory. Amen.' 



The Paralytic. 

Wb had scarcely finished our repast, 
when the mistress of the house came in to 
inform us of the situation of a poor man in 
the street, who had be^n bed-ridden (or fif- 
teen years. * He is a very pious creature, 
added the mistress, ' and a great number of 
gentry go to visit him. I thought it might 
be pleasant to hear of him.' — * That it is,' 
relied my friend, * and we thank you for it. 
We will go to see him. Where is his 
dwdliiig V — * five doors only below our 
house,' she answered, * and the waiter shall 
show you.' 

When we came in to the poor man's room, , 
though every thing manifested the indigence 
of his circumstances, yet it was that kind 
of poverty which recommended itself by its 
^deanliness. — ^There stood a lady at the foot 
of his bed, in conversation with the sick 
man. * How do you live ?' I heard her say 
as I entered the chamber. * Live, madam !* 
jwplied the poor man, ^ I am in \ery good 



circumstances f I am ii<yt only rich hjwtmtm 
of present possessions ; bat I am an heir td 
a large estate/ — ^ Astonishing !' said she^ 
^ you were pointed out to me as a very poor 
man, and I came to give you some relie£'— * 
^ That you may still do, madam, if you 
please/ answered he, * for the riches I pos- 
sess, and the inheritance to which I am 
bom do not at present make me above 
charity. I'am only ^ rich in faith and an 
heir of the kingdom.'-^* Oh V replied the 
lady, ^ is that all 7 But in the mean time 
how do you manage for this world ;*— > My 
God,* cried the poor man, * supplies all mjt 
need, according to his riches in .^ory bjr 
Christ Jesus. I know both how to foe abas*^ 
ed, and I know how to abound. I am in-^ 
structed both to be full, and to be hungry ;: 
both to abound, and to suffer need.^ Wheil 
my worldly stock is reduced low, and I have 
^ neither scrip, nor bread, nor money in the 
purse;* I make use of bank notes/-^^ Bank 
notes !' pcclaimed the lady. - < Yes, madam,' 
he answered, < here is a book full of them $** 
taking up a Bible which lay upon the bed^ 
and opening it ; ^ and oftentimes I ftnd: 
many folded up together in the same ^laoe 
to which I ofm. Look here^ madaw/ he 
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continued ; * see, here is a promise suited to 
every poor man's case. * When the poor 
and needy seek for water, and there is none, 
and their tongues faileth for thirst : I the 
Lord will hear them. I the God of Israel 
will not forsake them. I will open rivers in 
high-places, and fountains in the midst of 
vallies,'* and the high value of those prom- 
ises, is that they are sure and certain. Faith 
draws upon the Almighty Banker, and his v 
is all prompt payment.' While the poor sick 
mati said this, he opened the Bihie to another 
part, and he exclaimed again, ' See madam, 
here is another promise to a soul under 
doubts and fears.' I will instruct thee and 
teach thee in the way wherein thou shalt go ;; 
1 will guide thee with mine eye.'f And thus 
madam, in every state and every circum- 
stance of life, in this blessed book are as- 
surances exactly suited to the wants both of 
my body and soul. Promises of provision 
for the way j deliverances under danger ; 
preservation in seasons of affliction ; sup- 
port under trouble ; direction in times of 
difficulty ; and the Lord's assured presence 
in every time of need. * Fear thou not ; for 
I anrwith thee; be not dismayed, for I am 

* Isaiah xu. \7, 18. t Psalm xxxii. 3. 
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thy God. I wUl strengthen thee ; yea I 
will help thee ; yea, I will uphold th^ with 
the right hand of my righteousness/* 

The lady, without adding an J' thing, put 
a piece of money into the poor man's hand^ 
and withdrew. What her sentiments were, 
I know not. But, as soon as she was de* 
parted, my companion addressed the sick 
man. ^ I am much delighted/ he said, 'to 
see you, my friend, so cheerful. It is a 
pleasing consideration, that your sickness is 
sanctified. — But' are you enabled always 
thus to rejoice in promises ?* 

* Oh ! dear Sir,* the poor man answered^ 
* no. Very frequently, through unbelief, I 
am, tempted to exclaim, with the church of 
old ^ my liope is perished from the Lord.'f 
I have seasons of darkness, and times of 
temptation : notwithstanding I can and do 
say, thi*ough grace strengthening me, some^ 
times under both, ^Rejoice not against me, 
O mine enemy ; for though I fall, I shall 
arise ; tiiough I sit in dai'kness, the Lord 
will be a light unto me.*:!: Yes, in my 
haste, I cry out, oM are liars. But bless^ 
be the Lord under all, my God is Caithfid. 
He is better to me than sill nay fears.* 

*Isaiah xli 10. ihsan. iil 18. jrMicIi. m. 9. 
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At the poor man's request9 my friend aud». 
1 sat down^ and we had a most refreshing 
$eadon« I could truly say, it is good to be 
here! 

We parted not till we had spent a few 
minutes in prayer. And in the conclusion, 
the paralyti^^ broke out in a faint and trem- 
Uing voice, 

* My wiUing soul would stay 

In such a frame as this ; 
And sit, and sing itself away 

To everlasting bliss.' 

Our depai'ture from the sick room was( 
^affecting. "We parted as those who were 
to meet no more on this side the grave. 

At our return to the inn, our intention 
was to tariy only for a moment, just to set-. 
He with the host and be gone. But an 
event took place, which not only retai-ded 
that intention, but finally set it aside. How 
short sighted is man ! What a perilous 
path lie is walking ! 

We were returned to the inn : and while 
oiy friend left me to discharge the expenses 
which we had incurred there, he visited, as 
hiiB manner was, the stables ; in order to 
drop a woiii on the best things among that 
dasa of p^ple who inhabit those places. 
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and who are not in the way of hearing it I 
elsewhere. 

He used to saj, that in his opinion, no 
order of heings whatever, stood in a situa- 
tion more pitiable. Formed, as their so- 
ciety is, for the most part, of the children 
of tiie poor, they are introduced from their 
eiirliest days into this path of life, without 
the smallest education, or the least idea of 
its usefulness. And as they advance in 
years, though advancing at the same time 
in all the phraseology and corrupted mau- 
nei's of the stable, they remain totally des- 
titute of any apprehension of divine truths* 
Perhaps without a breach of charity it may 
he said, that very few of tlie whole body of 
this order, whether considered as postilions, 
chaise-drivers, stage-coachmen, or ostlers^ 
have any more consciousness of * the things 
which accompany salvation,' than tlie cattle 
with whom they herd. 

What a vast body of such characters, 
(could the imagination form the group,) do 
the various inns of the kingdom contain ! 
And what a mass of corrupt communication 
is perpetually produced in their daily inter- 
coui-se with one another, without a single 
sentiment flowing from the lips of any i» 
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 the use of edifying,' so as to * minister 
grace unto the hearers !' And what tends to 
make the evil greater, as if the contagion of 
the stable, in the corruption of manners, 
had not sulSlcient scope for exercise during 
'the six days labour of the week, there is no 
remission to this unhappy class of beings 
on the Loral's day. The waniing bell of 
the cimrch, which kindly calls all ranks 
without discriinination to the house of pray- 
er, calls in vain to them. Unaccustomed 
to any means of grace, and unacquainted 
with either the morning prayer or the even- 
ing worship, they who among them find no 
immediate employment, lounge their time 
in the stable ; while by far the gretiter.part 
are engaged as drivers of stages, and dili- 
gences, and chaises, to conduct, in defiaiice 
of all laws, human and divine, a set of Sab- 
bath-breakers like themselves, in their sev- 
eral journies of business, and journies of 
pleasure* The number which the val'ious 
inns of the kingdom pour forth upon those 
occasions every Lord's day, is incalculable. 
How frequently hath it excited my com- 
missei*ation, when in some sweet morning 
of the Sabbath, the DUigence hath passed 
the street under my window. * Alas !' I 
13 
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have said, * what a wretched way of life 
must that be, which loses the very distinc- 
tion of days by such uninterrupted labour ! 
Surely, except in form, there can be no dif- 
ference of character between the driver apd 
the horses ; when both are trained to expex^t * 
the going over the same tract of ground in 
their daily labour.* How irresistibly hath 
my heart sometimes, when pursuing the re- 
flection, been impelled to admire, and in 
that admiration to ^.dore, the distinguishing 
grace of God ! * Who maketh thee to differ 
fi*om another V is a sweet morsel for the 
gracious soul to feed on, whenever such oc- 
casions of reflection occur. I have felt the 
fidl force of it many times on the Lord'ft 
day ; particularly when in the same moment, 
in which I have beholden a party of pleas- 
ure-loving creatures, driving through the 
streets on their various excursions, in order 
to consume this blessed day in idleness and 
dissipation; I have seen some gracious 
souls gladly hastening to the house of God, 
to adore his goodness, to hear his word, and 
to implore the effusion of the Holy Spirit 
on his churches, both ministers and people, 
on this sacred day of rest ! 

—The reader will pardon this digression I 
hope, induced by the impulse of the momeAt. 



I 



ZIOir's FILGBIBI. 147 

My Mend, as was before observed, had 
left me in the inn, in order to visit those re- 
gio«is of ignorance and sin^which the stable 
farnisheth. And never surely was a mis- 
sion to the most darkened nations of any 
hemisphere more needed, than to such 
British heathens of our own. 

My friend possessed every requisite for 
the office. Added to a natural gentleness 
of manners, and a suavity of deportment, 
he had acquired the most winning art of 
persuasiQU. He knew how to adapt his 
discourse in the least offensive method, so 
as to arrest the attention of his hearers. 
And although few perhs^ were ever better 
formed to shine in the circle of the great 
and the learned ; yet he had imbibed the 
full spirit of the Apostle's lesson, and knew 
how * to condescend to mwi of low estate.^ 

His first endeavour was directed 'to find 
out some leading trait of chalracter in the 
poor uninformed mind of the person he ad- 
dressed. His next object was to suit his 
discourse in correspondence to his appre- 
hension. And in cases where but little op- 
portunity i^ffei'edc^ a personal conversation, 
if providentially any of the fraternity had 
acquired any knowledge in letters, he had 
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the pleasing art of prevailing upon them ta 
accept of one or more of the pious little 
tracts, which a«e now so generally circula- 
ted, and which he always carried about 
with him in his pocket for this purpose. 



The StabU Boy: 

It so happened, that a poor boy, who 
aicted tis subordinate to the ostler in the 
stable, and indeed as a general underling 
to all the menial servants of the inn, was 
engaged in rubbing down one of the horses 
in the stall, when my friend entered the 
stable. The gentleness and condescension 
with which my friend bid him * good mor- 
row,' so very dissimilar to the surly lan- 
guage which he in general received from his 
compatiions,'soon called up his attention. 
And as my friend entered further into con- 
versation with him, first on sulyects per- 
taining to his office, and then by an easy 
transition, and by a manner peculiarly his 
own, on matters of an higher nature ; the 
poor lad's heart, like that of Lydia men- 
tioned in Scripture, was opened to attend 
to things spoken. 



The subject, (as I afterwards learnt,) to 
which my friend adverted^ was the happi- 
ness of * that rest which remaineth for the 
peqile of God/ in the iq^r and brighter 
world; contrasted to the toilsome and un'- 
satisfying nature of all things here below. 
And when he came to describe the love of 
the Lord Jesus in purchasing this rest for 
his people, and his affectionate desires that 
the poor, and the weary, and the heavy la- 
den, should come to him, and find this rest 
unto their souls ; the poor youth, unable to 
contain his emotions, melted into tears. He 
did not in so many words say what he felt, 
bu]t his eyes expressed it. My friend, who 
possessed great quickness of penetration, 
perceiving the effect, without seeming to 
notice it, then mader his discourse some- 
what more personal | and held forth the 
pleasing consideration to his view, that this 
love of the Lord Jesus was intended for 
him» The poor boy wiped away the tear 
which had fallen on his cheek, and drew 
nearer to my friend, as to one whose kind- 
toss had begotten confidence and affection } 
and manifested that kind of sympathy of 
soul, wUch seemed to thank him for what 
he had aaid, and to request him to say more^ 
13* 



150 ZlOir^S FIXGRIM. 



• The Disaster. 

Interested in the highest degree with 
this awakened concern in the youth, my 
friend had forgotten the situation of one of ' 
the horses in the stall near him, and was 
unconscious of any danger until he felt its 
effect. By a violent kick which he receiv* 
ed in his side, just beneath the ribs, he was 
thrown on the pavement in the stable, and 
I'emained in a state of insensibility for a con- 
siderable time, after we had brought him 
into the house and placed him on the bed* 
The alarm, given on the first rumour of this 
disaster, soon reached my ears; and it was 
some consolation to me in the very afflict- 
ing circumstance, that I was present to see . 
him taken up, and very gently carried to 
his chamber. 

As soon as he had recovered from his 
fainting, I ventured to approach his bed- 
side, and taking him by the hand, expres^ 
sed my great concern for what had happen- 
ed. * How unfortunate, (I exclaimed,) is it 
that you should have gone to the stable 1 
how sad a thing that you should have stood 
itear tiiis horse ! If one could but have fore« 



Aeen*— — ^ Be patient my kind friend^ I beg 
of you,' he interrupted me witK saying j 
and in your affection for me, do not forget 
file first principles of your holy faith. You 
are looking wholly to second causes, to the 
mere instrument ; and totally shutting out 
our gracious Grod from the government of 
his own world, and all his tender concern 
aiid gracious watching over the persoas and 
interests of his people. Alas ! my dear 
brother,' he continued, * by this method you 
increase every trouble, and rob yourselj? of 
a thousand comforts. Would you have me 
be angry with myself for going into the sta* 
ble, or displeased with a senseless horse, for 
acting according to his nature as a horse 2 
As well might we take offence at the winter's 
cold, or summer's heat. Mere instruments 
are nothing, but as they are acted upon : 
and what folly it would be to ascribe to 
them a power with which they have no con- 
nexion ! No, no, my good friend,' he con- 
tinued, ^ never lose sight of that gracious 
and Almighty Being, who ordereth all things 
according to the council of his own will;* 
and then you will discover wisdom, fuid 
faithfulness, and love, in every providence* 
It is not enott|;h/ said he^ ^ in my apprehes*^ 
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aioBy merdy to acquiesce in the divine ^ill ; 
every true believer in Jesus ought t» do 
more ; he should approve of it* It is one 
thing to say^ * the Lord's will be done f and 
fmol^er, to say* ^ good is the ^11 of the Lord 
concerning me.' And this is no more^ after 

' uU, tbui what is frequently observed in the 
tommon circumstances of the world. lU for 
example^ I see an artist of esteemed excel- 
lence in his profession, constructing his ma- 
chine upon various principles of a compli- 
Cated nature ; though the whole appears to 
my view intricate and confused, yet I take 
it for granted that he knows how the several 
parts will harmonize together, and I yield 
$Xk implicit obedience to his superior judg- 
ment. And shall we so readily ascribe such 
sagacity to men, and yet venture to ques- 
tioi} wisdom in the arrangements of God 7 
^ Do, my brother/ he rejoined, ^ do settle 
this in your mind as an everlasting maxim : 

' our God, our gracious covenanted Crod in 
Chiist, is unremittingly pursuing, in every 
minute event of his government over hi# 
church and people, their real welfare, wbe- 
tiier it be through the path of pain or pleas- 
ure. If they are exercised with suffering, 
<ir i&ven deeply drenched iti affli(:tion> it in 
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because there is a meds-be for it. Not a 
single pain or trouble could be dispensed 
with. It is not sufficient barely to say that 
the affliction will ultimately do them no 
harm : this is but a negative kind of appro- 
bation* We must say more ; it will do 
them, sooner or later, much good. And so 
infinitely interesting is the most minute cir- 
cumstance in their life, that to prevent, 
(were it possible,) one trouble, or to add 
one prosperous event, would derange the 
whole plan of God's government. Oh! 
depend upon it, we are under a wise as 
well as a gracious superintendance. . A 
synod of angels could not add, or diminish, 
without manifest injury. 

* With I'espect to the present providence,' 
he added, * I know not what is the will of 
my God concerning me : but one thing I 
know, that * all the paths of the Lord are"^ 
mercy and trutFi unto such as keep his cove-^ 
nant and his testimonies.'* And lifting up 
his eyes, he cried out, * It is my mercy, 
thou, dearest Lord of thy people, that * my 
times are in thy hands !' I have long been 
enabled, by thy blessed Spirit's grace, to 
commit my sovl into thy keeping. Well 

*Psalm XXV. 10. 
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may I then leave this body of sin and death 
to thy care !* 

My companion had quite esJiausted the 
little strength left him^ when he had finished 
fhese words* I requested him to spare 
himsdf. He moved his head, as if con- 
genting^and turned his face upon the pillow. 

To every one present, besides my friend, 
it appeared to be a matter of uncertainty, 
for many days together, whether the injury 
lie had sustained would terminate fatally. 
The surgeon^ whom I had desired to be 
called in on the occasion, did not, (for in- 
deed he could not,) speedily decide upon 
file question. The contusion was very 
great, from the violence of the blow ; and 
the extravasation extended far around the 
l^egion of the loins '; but the surgeon only 
ventured to speak of it in a general way, as 
a case which must necessarily be attended 
with great danger. But however others 
thought, the patient himself had already 
formed his opinion ; and the event proved, 
that tiiat opinion was too justly founded. 
The period was arrived for his ^ going down 
to the house appointed for all living.' 

For my part, my concern v/as so great, 
fiiat I seldomj* unless from necessity , left 
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his chamber. He had been as a father to 
me ; and I felt all that tender affection for 
him which a kind father might be supposed 
to excite in the mind of his son. And> in- 
deed) independent of all personal attaeh- 
ment. my small services^ during his confine- 
ment, were abundantly recompensed by the 
spiritual good that I had gatheredirom the 
mstny precious observations which dropped 
fL*om hi3 lips. And although I had so highly 
profited from the great lessons on religioRf 
wliich he had endeavoured to teach mm 
while living, yet in his dying hours he fav- 
oured me with the sweetest instructions X 
had ever received. He had been as a kind 
taper, burning with much brightness, to 
lighten mc on in the path of grace. But, 
like a taper, the most vivid rays were thostt 
which were emitted while expiring in the 
iSocket. 

The reatler wOl forgive mc once more^ if 
I pause to remark, how exceedingly mis** 
taken, in their calculations of the means 6( 
happiness, ai^e the children of the worlds 
who seek it in the varioiis haunts of what 
is called pleasure, notwithstanding the con* 
stant and uniform experience of thousands,^ 
in every age, has determined that it isiidt^' 
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there to be found. If my reader will givd 
me credit for the assertion^ (and I do most 
solemnly assure him of the fact,) never, till 
the hour of my friend^s confinement when 
living in his chamber, did I know what that 
pleasure of the heart is, which arises from 
all those solemn, but infinitely interesting 
reflections, which engage the mind under 
sorrowful dispensations ; sucli, (I mean,) 
as considerations of the awful government 
of God ; the rich discoveries of the import- 
ance of salvation ; the littleness of the eailh- 
ly pursuits ; the sweetness of the sympa- 
thetic feelings ; and, in short, all that train 
of thought connected with those ideas, 
which a sick chamber is so admirably cal- 
culated to induce. Circumstances of this 
kind, no doubt, are solemn ; but if solemn, 
they are only more congenial to the soul's 
purest enjoyments. The * countenance may 
be saddened, but the heart is made better.' 
But to return : — ^The stable-boy before 
mentioned, in whose spiritual intei^sts my 
friend was so warmly engaged at the time 
W' hen this providence visited him, soon man- 
ifested the concern in which this affliction 
had involved him. It would indeed exceed 
lalldfescription to say what were his feelings. 



Every little portion of time which he could 
B]f9j^9 from the demands of the stable, was 
employed in runnine: up to the chamber^ 
door to inquire after my friend. One trait 
in his character of this kind was peculiar- 
ly affectionate. He was always found with 
the first dawn of the morning) watching at 
the door of tte room, in order to gather 
the earliest information from the persons 
M^ho should fiyst .come out, how nay Mend 
bad passed l;he night. 

Neither had the good man, amidst all 
his pains, forgotten him. He mentioned 
to me several times, with -much pleasure^ 
the hopes which he bad conceived of seri- 
ous impressions forming on the .youth'ii 
mind, from the conversation which he hail 
with him. And upon being told of the 
lad's frequent and earnest inquiries after 
him, it served to confirm him lii this opin^ 
ion the more ; and he very much wished to 
see him. The poor boy was soon intro- 
duced, and the interview was truly affect-^ 
ing. After frequent visits, the youth ac- 
quired some little confi.dence; and my friend 
found many opportunities of instructing him 
in that wisdom, which, under God the Ho- 
ly Gho^t, maketh ^ wise uuto uais^MonJ 
14 




It Tvas seemingly a long season of unc^^ 
tainty for the exercise of my mind in wait-* 
ing the Lord's will> respecting the final is- 
sue of my friend's state* Sometimes my 
hopes w«re high, and at others I0W5 accord- 
}ng as the symptoms appeared to vary. 
Sat, having acquired a little portion of that 
precious lesson in the school of grace, that 
the Lord's mercies are nearest unfolding^ 
when oul* expectations of them are nearest 
closing ^ I felt, I thought, much sweetness 
in that scripture, ^ it is good that a man 
should both hope and quietly wait for the 
salvation of the Lord*' 

It was in the midst of these exercises tiic 
surgeon informed me, that his apprehen- 
sions were, that a mortification had taken 
place. He had as usual in his morning vis*- 
it, examined my friends bruised body j and 
then, for the first time, it was that he dis- 
covered the advancing gangrene. Ou.i! 
hopes* now were all over. MTiether my 
poor suffering friend, from our looks, or 
frqm the whispering of the surgeon, was led 
to suspect the cause, I know not^ but so it 
was, that he tinticipated the question by 
saying * I believe. Sir, that you find a mor- 
tification hath tak^n place. I have been free 
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from pain in the part injured for several 
hours.* The surgeon expressed his hopes 
that it might not be so. But my friend^ 
with a look of complacency which I shall 
never forget, replied, * why would you wish 
so ? It is not the smallest reproach, surely, 
to men of skill and ability, wheii the ordi- 
nation of the Lord baffies all the efforts of 
art. And with respect to my feelings, al- 
low me to assure you. Sir, that it is an 
event more to be desired than dreaded. C 
have long been looking forward to this pe-^^ 
r|od, as to the happiest moment upon earth; 
Although I have the least cause of all men 
to be dissatisfied with the pilgrimage of this 
world j (few travellers thi'ough it having 
beeii more highly favoured,) yet I long to 
be at home in my Father's house, and can- 
Bot but rejoice in the pleasing prospect ; 
knowing that when I am ^ absent ft*om the 
body, I shall be present with the Lord.' 

The surgeon expressed much satisfaction 
in seeing, his patient so composed and tran- 
quil : and soon after withdrew^ When he^ 
was gone, I set down by his bedside*^ Tak- 
ing me by the hand, with that warmth of 
affection which distinguished his character^ 
Imi thus spoke ; * My Mnd friend and com» 
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panion^ I am goiHg to leave you ; but I 
y^ai say to you as Joseph did to his brethren, 
* God will si^rely visit you/ I have noth- 
ings to bestow upon you, but my prayers* 
Had I indeed the wealth of the whole earth, 
it would not be woi^h your consideration. 
Tie most invaluable legacy M pray the 
Lord to give you, is what the Apostle cov- 
eted above all things for himself 5 * to know 
Jesus, and the power of his resuri'ection^ 
4§Mi the fellowship of his sufferings.' If the 
^SjOvA gives you this> possessing it, you pos- 
sess all things. And * the God of £dl grace, 
t^ho hath called us unto his eternal glorf 
liy Christ Jesus, after that you have offer- 
ed awhile, will make you perfect, stabUsh> 
strengthen, and* settle you.' ' \ 

* With respect to myself, (he continued,) 
and my views concerning the awful state 
about to open before me, blessed be Grod, 
fi^m the security I possess in him * wha is 
the resurrection and the life,' I have no 
fears. I have been enabled again apd again, 
during my confinement on this bed of sick- 
ness, to take the most deliberate reviews of 
the evidences of the renewed life. And the 
iresult of the whole enables me to rejoice iu 
the finished salvation of my God. It is in- 
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deed a solemn idea, that in a few hours I 
am to appHu* before ^ God, the Judge of all.' 
But it is my mercy, that I am come also to 
* Jesus, the Mediator of the new covenant.' 
While therefore I look at him, who is * Fel* 
low to the Lord of Hosts,' I find holy con- 
fidence. For I discover in him, and his 
redemption, a full, complete, and all-suffi* 
cient righteousness, adequate to every want, 
and answerable to every demand, to satisfy 
the law of God. 

< Under the influence of this well-ground- 
ed persuasion, which Grodthe eternal Spirit, 
([ trust,) hath graciously wrought in my 
soul, I have more than once, since this ill- 
ness, been refreshed by the same comforta- 
ble promise, with which the Lord favoured 
the Patriarch of old, to encourage, him in 
his journey ; ' Fear not to go down to 
Egypt, I will go down with thee.' So, me- 
thinks the Lord encourageth me. And I 
know, indeed, that Jesus will go down with 
me to the chambers of. the grave. ^Ha 
hath the keys of hell and the grave. He 
openeth, and no man shutteth, he shutteth 
and no man openeth.' Oh ! it is a raptur- 
ous consideration to my soul, that in all 
f laces^ and in all states, my Redeemer :fi 
14# 



Vfiih' me« The coTenant holds as firm as 
ever in the grave. And death|||f¥hich dis»- 
fiolves all other bonds, looseth not the bonds 
of the everlasting covenant Our union, m j 
brother,' he proceeded, * with- our . gvesit 
mystical Head, is as perfect when in the 
dust of the grave, as when that dust is ani- 
mated in the body. When Jesus from the 
bush proclaimed himself the ^ €rod of Abra^ 
ham, and tbe God of Isaac^ and the Grod of 
Jacob ;* this blessed distinction of chiu*acter 
was carefully marked and preserved, * God 
is not the GoA of the dead, but of the liv» 
ing, for aU live unto him.* 

Those patriarchs, though mouldered at 
that time for many years into dust, were 
still as much living to God, in all the piu*- 
poses of coven,ant-connexions, in their dust, 
as when in an. animated body. And hence 
the Apostle observes, * whether we live, we 
live to the Lord ; or whether we die, we 
die to the Lord ; whether wc live therefore 
9r die, we are the. Lord's/ 

My fi • ' paused a moment to recover 
strength, and then proceeded — ^ tliis body 
of mine, my dear brother, will very shortly, 
be fit only for worms and corruption. And 
Hfhen m this state, the tenderest hearted 
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friend, the fondest lover, would say of such 
a carcass, however engaging before, it might 
have been, as Abraham did of Sarah, ' Bu- 
ry my dead out of my sight/ But as these 
sensations* are not his with whom we have 
to do i Jesus never set his afiection at 
*first upon his people, for the comeliness of 
their pers(ms ; so neither doth that affec- 
tion lessen, when their comeliness is turned 
into corruption/ — ^Neither is their union 
with his person, even for a moment only, 
interrupted by death. For as the divine 
and human nature of the Lord Jesus receiv- 
ed not the smallest separation, when h^ 
died upon the cross; so of that union be- 
tween Jesus and the members of his *afiys- 
tical body, there is no dissolution, when 
their bodies are gathered utito their fath- 
ers, and they see corruption. For their souls 
are received into his bosom ; and with res- 
pect to their bodies also, they still live to 
him. * Because I live,* saith Jesus, ^ ye 
live also.' Every particle of their dust is 
the same to their great spiritual Head, 
when dust, as before that change. For as 
the union of Jesus with their whole persons, 
thit is, their bodies as well as their souls 
is indissoluble f it is evident that the same 
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must continue with the dust of tfa^ir bod* 
ies. And hence when Jesus saith, ^ Fear 
not to go down into the grave, I will go 
With thee ;' it explains in wliat a tender 
aiid consoling sense we are to tknderstand 
. this. And indeed as in deaths so in the res- 
urrection, the certainty of this glorious 
event ariseth from the same consideration ; 
^ for if, (saith the Apostle,) the Spirit of 
him that raised up Jesus from the dead, 
dwell in you ; he that raised up Christ from 
the dead, shall also quicken your mortal 
bodies by his Spirit that dwelieth in you.** 
And thus the resurrection of the, just is cer- 
tified to them, not simply by the power, of 
6odj( but from the indwelling residence of 
the same Spirit of God, by which they are 
first awakened in grace to a new and spirit- 
ual life, and then finally quickened to et^* 
nal glory, by virtue of their union to the per- 
son of Jesus, from the operatlon3 of the 
Holy Ghost.' 

My friend would have proceeded, but his 
strength did not admit of it. He took oc- 
casion, however, at eveiy interval possible, 
to say somewhat suited to the circumstan- 
ces of a dying saint. The poor stable-boy 

* Rom. viii. ih 



I 

w^ indulged by his miuiter to speoid much' 
of his time in the sick chamber f and the 
«nany precious sayings which fell from him 
by way of caution^ encouragement^ advicey 
ZfA entreaty, became truly edifying and re- 
freshing, both to him and to every atten- 
dant around. 

It would swell the history of my pilgrim* 
mage to' a large vdume indeed, were the 
whole of tde circumstances which attended 
my friend's departure to be set down in it. 
The reader will excuse the omission^ I hope, 
and rest satisfied without any further enu- 
meration of particulars, than just to observe^ 
that he continued to the latest momrait in' 
the perfect eigoyment of his senses and the 
^vine consolation, fie suiik gradually; 
. and as he fell lower and lower, the wordd 
wHich he uttered, evidently proved that his 
views of the glory about to open upon him 
were fuller and brighter. I sat by him, 
with his hand clasped in mine, when he 
died. The last words on his trembling 
lips, were — ^ Dear Lord !' 

I buried him without pomp, and without 
any mourners but the poor stable-boy and 
myself, in a vacant corner of the parochial 
diurch-yard. 



The youth returned with me to the ioBf 
where we took an affectionate leave of each 
other. I could only say, — May * he who 
hath/ I trust, ' begun a good work in you, 
perform, it until the day of Jesus Christ !^ 

On the morrow, having discharged all 
expenses incurred at the inn, I left it with* 
out regret. The situation of our first pa- 
rents, so tenderly described by^ tie poet,* 
seemed applicable to my case ; and I quot- 
ed the passage to my mind as I crossed 
the court-yard. 

'Some natural tears they dropp'd but wip'd them 

soon. 
The world was aU before them, where to choose 
Thdr place of rest, and providence tbdor guide. 

The time was now amved, when a re* 
rers^ pf situation was to take place in the 
circumstances ^f my pilgrimage. Hitherto 
I bad met with little else but 'joy and pieacfe 
in believing.' Some few natural fears and 
apprehensions, arising from the reinains of 
unbelief, had now and then, it is true, ari- 
sen in my mind ; but the Lord had so gra- 
ciously over-ruled them, that they generally 
ended in my stronger assurance* 

I have been often led since to reflect, with 
peculiar pleasure, on the wisdom, as well aa 

* MUton. 



the mercy of that process of grace, through 
^hich the liord is leading his people* Lik« 
Israel of old, in their emancipation from 
Egypt, of whom it is said, that ^ Grod led 
them not through the land of the Philistines, 
ajlthough that was near^ lest when they 
should see war> their minds should be tempt- 
ed to return : but God led the people about 
through the way of the wilderness.'* Simi- 
lar to this nciw,isthefirstopeningof the spir- 
itual path ; the difficulties and discourage- 
ments ai*e by.no means like those which be- 
lievers meet in the softer stages of their pil- 
grimage. Thousands there are who like 
Israel have sung the song of triumph as they 
did at the Bed Sea, when a forty years trav- 
elling through a dreary wilderness lay still 
between them and Canaaiu And many, no 
doubt, like Israel too afterwards, in the 
midst of some heavy unlooked-for trial, have 
been prompted to exclaim in the bitterness 
of their soul, ^ Is the Lord among us or no ?' 
The reader will indulge me again to p^use 
over this remai*k, and ask him if his expe- 
rience had nothing of acorrespondence with 
it ? I am persuaded the case is very gener- 
al. The gracious Leader of lus little flock^ 
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who feeds them^ as it is daid, like a shep- 
herd^ * gathers (we are told^) the Iambs 
with his arms, and carries them in his bosom, 
and gently leads those that are with young.* 
He always suits the strength to the day. 
He proportions the burden to the hack. 
Hence the earliest manifestations of divine 
love are generally the most pleasing, and 
according to our conception of things, in 
that period, the most powerful. It is in 
grace, as it is in iiaturej first impressions 
are most affecting. When the* eye of the 
body suddenly emergeth from darkness inta 
light, the transition is most strongly felt. 
And in like manner, when the eye of the 
soul is first opened to see the wondrous 
things of Grod^s iaw, the effect is propor- 
tionably greater than when accustomed to 
their view. 

I could wish the reader of long experi- 
ence would consider this more than, I am 
persuaded, is generally *done ; and mark it 
down in the diary of his pilgrimage. These 
things formed many hard problems in Ba- 
vid^s life until frequent experiments, aided 
by^frequentvil^its to the sanctuary, explain- 
ed them. It was not in th^ first trials that 
he adopted that sentiinent, ^ I know that 



ZIOn's FIIiGBIM. 169 

Chon in fai^bftilness bast afflicted me/"^ It 
becomes a very biased proof of advances 
|n grace, when the tired soul can use such 
JanguagL 

But to return. — ^The season was come 
i^hen my exercises wer^ to be given bijb. 
And for the better opportunity of trial, all 
human aid was to be first withdrawn ; that, 
like the pelican in the wilderness, being sol- 
itary, Jesus might be my sole resource. 
My faithful friend and companion, the Lord 
had removed out of my sight. He had sent 
the wonn to desti-oy this highly-prized 
gourd. And now the storm began. 



* ' My Belations. 

1 HAVE not, according to the usual mode 
^f histories, brought my reader in the for- 
mer part of my tale, aquainted with an ac- 
count of ray connexions in thc^ world. The 
reason liatii been, that objects of an .higher 
and more interesting nature claimed a pri- 
ority of attention. It would not even now 
be at all important in tlie memoirs of a Pil- 
grim to Zion, to inquire ^ to whom related, 

*P8«Jm cxix. 75. 
15 
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er by whom begotten/ But if he wishes td 
know, he may be told^ that I have not been 
without the enjoyment of those sweet char-^ 
ities of life. The Lord hath given me ma« 
ny who are very near, and very dear, to my 
affection in the ties of nature. Even in the 
very moment while writing, I feel all the 
tender influences of the claim ; and pause 
to lift an eye of humble supplication to the 
God of all grace, t hat he may give to * every 
one of them grace, according to the measure 
of the gift of Christ.' Grace doth not 
destroy, it only heightens and refined our 
feelings. 

Among the number there was one more, 
intimately wrapped about my heart,*whose 
influence in every thing but i^eligion, I have 
ever found it to be both my interest and 
my happiness to feei : for whom th^re needs, 
ho other claim than nature's feelings to call 
forth every energy of the mind in the pro- 
motion of her^ welfare ^ and in grace, my- 
earliest and latest prayers for her salvation 
will cease but with my breath. 

Perhaps some reader, circumstanced in 
the same particularity of situation and of 
sentiment, may feel his mind drawn out in s^ 
similar affection. ^ As in water face an^werr' 
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^ to face» so the heart of man to man/* 

I sustained very much of conflicts and 

persecutions from the whole of my unawaik- 

i * ened relations. But from her, in the sweet 

and almost irresistible tlaims in which her 

• 

arguments were encircled, ten-fold more 
than all. ^ You have made up your mind, 
I suppose/ said one of them it) me,, in a 
vary pointed and half-angry manner, one 
day when the conversation had been serious, 

' ^ to f<*ego all your future prospects in this 
world. Neither the profi^s^or jdeasures of 
this life can be worth your attention. And 

. as to the scorn and derision of mankind, no 
doubt you move in aii atmosphere too high 
to be sensible pf it.* * I do very earnestly 
wish, (said another,) that you would r^ectf 
before it be too late, on the folly and scan- 
dal of associating yourself with such low 
and ignorant persons as you have lately 
made your companions. A man of your ed- 
ucation and ability to be seen with such ! 
Have you no pride, no regard to your own 
character? A third upbraided me with 
blasting^alt the hopes of my family ; and 
that I should certainly bring myself to beg- 
gary. And » fourth very jocularly desired 

* Proverbs xxvii. 19, 
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me first to be assured of the i^ality of what 
I professed to be looking forwai'd to another 
world for, before I relinquished all the 
prospects and enjoyments of this. 

But all these weice trifling, compared to 
the solicitations, the remonstrances, the jeal- 
wisies, displeasare, and along train of other 
persuasions, with which that very neai* 
and tender friend before-mentioned armed 
herself to prevail upo'n me to i-clinquish my" 
pursuit. And if no power but nature had 
been with me tQ^sist her claim, very sure 
am I, that I must have yielded to entreaties 
comingfrom an advocate so endearing. ^If/ 
said she in a moment of peculiar solemnity, 
after speaking of a dear friend to both, de- 
parted into -the wdrld of spirits, ^ if those 
new sentiments of yours be really founSed 
in truth, what is become of him whom wfe 
followed to the grave ?• It is impossible th^ 
so much sweetne^ and amiableness can be 
lost.* — ^The reader who knows what the con- 
flicts of nature and grace mean ; whose 
heart at times is like that of the ShuUvmite, 
in the contentions of two armies, will know 
somewhat of what I have felt in those sea- 
sons.-* — Adored Redeemer ! I have not 
wanted, thou knowest^. that evidence of he- 



ing thy follower ; in plucking ont an eye^ 
cutting off an arm^ and taking up a cross i 
*— It was the legacy of my late companion* 
that I might know the fellowship of Christ's 
sufferings. And here was an answer to 
his prayer. 

It was much about the same period^ in 
which my friend was thus deeply exerdsed 
with the unceasing importunity and perse- 
cutions of my relations* that I received a 
more formidable assault from another quar^- 
ter« While I was seeking consolation from 
retirement and reading in ihi^ intervals of 
tnore in^ortant engagements* a circum* 
i^tance arose in consequence of the latter^ 
lirhich very much affected me* 



The Book. 

1 FOUND an autlior, whose writings were 
particulai^ly directed to the subject of divine 
^race. The titl^ first attracted my notice 
and invited me lo the perusaL But the tri- 
al it afterwards proved to me, will be* I bope^ 
thus far useful* to caution me against curi- 
osity in future. ^ It is a good thing* (t^ie 
Apostle saith*) that the heart be established 
15* 



mtk gpace/^ But it is dange^?ous in the 
unexperienced and the unestabUshed^ to be 
ruikning about in quest of novelty.; The 
* leading doctrines of this writer's creed, 
founded on what hath been generally distin^ 
guished by the Jive points of tiie Dort As* 
sembly, from being originally formed there, 
were to this purpose : That grace is equal^- 
ly free, and equally offered to all ; the ac- 
ceptance or refusal of it depended upon our-^ 
selves* And hence, that the improvement 
or misimprovement rests upon the will of 
man. That the regeneration of the Holy 
Grhost doth not so operate as to be irresia* 
tibly effectual, but that a man's own con«- 
duct may frustrate the life-giving poweK 
And lasQy, the final perdition of the people 
of God is very possible, notwithstanding 
'all that the everlasting love of the Father, 
and the infinite merits of the IBsdeemer, 
and the operation of the;Holy Ghost, hath 
wrought, in order to prevent it. 

The reader who hath accompanied me 

thus far in my pilgrimage, hath seen enough 

of my weakness not to know that such a 

^ train of doctrine was sufficient for a time to 

tkrow a damp upon all my confidence. I 

* Heb, xui. 9. 



am like the sensitive plant in these things ; 
tiie least touch maizes me recoil. To hear, 
therefore^ of the bare possibility of falling 
from grace^^in the close of life» and ^osta* 
tizing from * hint whom my soul loveth,^ 
(and. apostatize I certainly should^ if th» 
persevei-ance depended upon myself,) what 
a distressing apprehension ! 

Neither did my trials end here. There 
was yet another in reserve for this season 
'Of temptation. What David remarks of the 
-nalff'al world, is equally applicable to the 
spiritiial ; < Thou nicest darkness, and it is 
night ; wherein all the beasts of the forest 
do creep forth.' When the Lord witMraws 
bis shining on the soul, the enemy, who 
knows the lime of darkness to be the most 
favourable for his work, ' goeth about as* a 
soaring lion, seeking wffom he may de*^ 
vour.' And never * till the sun ariseth 
again, will he hiy him down in his den.'t 



Jht Brothers. 

It happened of an evening, while my 
mind was reeking under all these united at- 
tacks, that I walked forth into the way. 

• Psalm civ. 20--23. 
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My path lay through a fields in which there 
were two meu $ who^ from the congeniality 
of their sentiments^ more than from the tie 
of consanguinity 9I considered to be brothers. 
They were so engaged in conversation^ as 
they walked before me, that I escaped their 
notice ; so that I had opportunity of hearing 
the whole of their discourse unperceived,. 

^ Can you reconcile your mind to the 
doctrine of redemption/ said the one to t^e 
other, ' and place the least confidence in the 
merits of Christ ? For my part/ contig^ped 
he, / 1 am quite a free thinker ; I see no 
necessity upon which it is founded. The 
world, take it altogether, according to my 
opinion, is good enough ; and cannot need 
an expiation. And indeed, when t consid- 
er what modem discoveries have been made 
^respecting the iiftmensity of creation, and 
that the globe which we inhabit is but as a 
speck in it, the idea lessens the doctrine of 
revelation altogether in my esteem.^ 

* You are perfectly right,* answered the 
other ^ ' I have long thought as you do, and 
have made up my mind to reject it altogeth- 
er. All the doctrines of Christianity, ex- 
cepting the moral part of it, (and that the 
world had before,} are, in my esteem, only 
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c^bulated for weak and vulgar minds. 4^d 
indeed th^ir authority is precarious: de- 
pending tipon writings that, for aiight we 
know, may or may hot be true.' 

The reader will at once conclude, that 
these observations tended not to dissipate 
my former ^oom. And although, loj^ as 
my spirits then were, I thought a mere child 
in grace might easily have refuted their 
false reasonings; yet my mind was too 
sore and. too sorrowful in the moment to 
enter into controversy. Every application 
to a wound, if put on wi& roughness, acts 
Kke a caustic. 

I had heard enough not to covet more 5 
and therefore withdrew fromi the brothers 
tts unperceived as I came. The words of 
Job struck my mind with great force, as I 
left them : * Shall he that contendeth with 
the Almighty, instruct him ? He that re- 
proveth God, let him answer it.'* 

,It was a considerable time before. I was 
enabled to shake off the ill effects induced 
in my mind, by reason of the conversation 
which I had overheard between the brothers. 
Not that my faith, (I bless the great Author 
MOkd Givep of it,) was in any danger of being 

*Job 3d. 2. 
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overthrown thereby. For a faith like mine, 
founded in grace, will ultimately triumph 
over all the powers of nature. He that is 
h«m of an iricomiptible seed^ Uveth and abid- 

V ' eth for ever ; and therefore nothing corrup- 
tijie can destroy it. It may apparently be' 
choli^d with weeds/and may at times Ian* 
gnish, and seem ready to die ; but die it 
cannot, for the seed is incoiTuptibly. And, 
by the wa^^, I would desire my reader to set 
this down in the memoranda of his mind^ 
as an everlasting maxim, that what origin- 
ates in God cannot be lost by man. Divine 
teachings baffle all the maUce of humaa 
reasonings. 

* But my distress, induced by the convei^ 
sation which I had heard, sprung from 
another source. There is in every man's 
keart, even when in a renewed state, a much 
stronger propensity to evU than good. 
Hence notldng is more easy than the intro- 
duction of a train of corrupt thoughts into 
the mind, which the greatest exertions,' void 
of divine aid, cannot afterwards expel ^ 
while, on the contrary, the chaste and pure 

,' images of grace, tending as they do in every 
instance,- to mortify and subdue the corrupt 
desires of our nature : nothing but an higher 
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^inftaence than what is human^ cg^ gain ad* 
mission for them at the first, or cause them 
to be cherished when received, And this 
explains why it is that false impressions, 
from being more congenial to our nature, 
are more easy of access, and more perma- 
nent in their duration, than the true. 

I . khow not, reaider what your feelings 
on this point are ; but with me, I confess, 
this is quite the. case. It is a work of much 
difficulty with me to keep alive in my mind 
tiiie remembrance of some sweet portion of 
Scripture, or some delightful verse in a 
]^alm or hymi^, to help mc on to the hour 
of meditation and prayer. Whereas the 
idle, corrupt jingle, of some unmeaning 
isong, which was lodged in the memory of 
my boyish days, too frequently rises to my 
recollection, in spite of all my endeavours 
to suppress it 5 and I fear that, if encour- 
aged, I could repeai it with the greatest 
exactness. — Pause, to observe with me what 
a decisive proof this is of the remains of 
indwelling corruption ! . ^ 

It was an ill effect of this kind, which the 
jsceptical conversation of the brothers left 
lipon my mind. By the ludicrous turn which 
they gave to some portions of Scripture, 
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and ihe impious and bold reasoninga whidi 
they made on others^ they gave birth to a 
train. of[ images within me, whi^b, like a 
sjiectre^ arose contiiiaally to my view. 

I stop the reader one moment agaiUf to 
remark; (and what^ I humbly conceive, if 
closely adopted; will not prove an unprofit- 
able remark,) how little they consult their 
own happiness, who mix: indiscriminat^y 
with the world, and who are not sensible of 
the dreadful consequences of seeing and 
hearing the corruptions which are going oa 
in life. What, from the liglitness and in* 
diiTerence to diviije things, with which 
some treat the truths of Grod ^ and what 
fix)m the open contempt poured upon them 
by others, it is really like running into th» 
midst of pestilence; to come wiibin the cir* 
cle of their society. Our eyes are purvey- 
ors of the evil, and our ears inlets of the 
eorruption. And never was that aphorism 
of Solomon more necessary to be observed^ 
than the present moment : ' Entsr not into 
the path of. the wicked, and go not in the 
way of evil men. Avoid it ; pass not by 
it ; turn from it and pass away.'* For my 
own partt I |iave never found my peace of 

* Pfav.' iv. 14. 



mi^d SO unbroken^ as since' I have totaDjr 
withdrawn myself from all but the necessa- 
ry and unavoidable intercoui^se with meh of 
the world. By ceaskig from their com- 
munion^ weiiv© <nit of the reach of the con- 
ts^gion of their principles^ and we live aboroe 
the influence of their good or bad opinion* 
And it is a maxim of asmuch salutaiey con-* 
sequence to the mind^ as it is to the body^ 
to breathe a pure atmosphere. You cannot 
come within the region of any tiling filthy 
and corrupt, but its poisonous effluvia will 
attach themselves to y^. 

I have often thouj^t ^hat a peculiar' 
providence it was, that while my mind was 
under the impression of such accumulated 
trials, God should direct my steps towards 
the means of relief. But so it was, that in 
prosecuting the patti of my pilgrimUge, as 
I passed the'toad, there stood igi house oii 
my right hand with thi^ inscription in tiie 
front of it : * 



The House of the Interpreter. 

I COKSIDBKED it then, as e^tperience hath 
teught me to regard it many times since» ail 
16 
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d,mong the special ajipoinixnents of a cove- 
italit God, thaa mj fiath was directed tliis ' 
way. He bath promised to * bring the blind . 
by tbe way that. they l^now not 5' ^and in 
this instance nothing Could be more pointed* 
I pity the man from my hearty who pass- 
eth through life, and discovers nothing of 
^diviiic^ wisdom amanging and ordering all 
the erentS'Of it | and paifticularly in those 
instances where the Lord's enemies are|)ro- 
moting and forwarding by their unconscious 
cottduct, the very designs, which they are 
seemingly opposing* There is something 
very striking inprpof of a divine super- 
intendanoe, when men unintentionally fulfil 
that will, which all their designs and actions 
Are directed purpc^ely to thwart. When 
the sons of Jacob s^d their brother for a 
slave, little did they dream that Joseph's 
futuiipe digiaity and ' Israel's sglvatipi were 
to result from this crualty. Nay, (what is 
infinitely more important, and an higher 
testimony than thi^,) when the Jews had 
nailed the Lord of life and glory to the 
cross ^ wlio should hftve thought, thatffrom 
that very cross all the Everlasting hapjmiess 
of his people waste spring? And> (to com- 
pare siriaU things witili grett^) when the per- 
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9ecu^nBo(my relations, thefalseTea^onings 
of the author whose hook I had readj and 
the conversatidti of the infiddf brothers, 
which all conspired togiveme such digress, 
became the very foundattioit under God of 
my establishment in ^ace J who will but 
conclude, that stt<[;h a peculiair coincidence 
of circumstances cannof be the result of any 
thing fortuitous, but * cometh forth, (as the 
prophet speaks,) &om. the Lord of Hosts, 
who is wondelrfiil in counsel, and excellent 
in working/* 

It will be, no doubt, one portito of the 
felicity of heaven^ to look back and trace 
the whole of our eventfid history to the full. 
*But it is now, in my esteem, walking in 
the highway of communion yith Godj when 
at any time we are enabled tQ trace it in 
.part here below.-7-l- ^ 

' The house of the interpreter. — ^I have read 
of such an hous% atid of such a character, 
as being in the pilgrim's path, when in my 
days of childhood*'^ But I knew tiot at that 
time, that I should myself live to behold ei- 
ther of theni realized, A thought, however, 
struck me, as I I'ead the inscription : * Per- 
haps I maif find here some help to explain 

 Isaiah xxxviii. 29. 
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to me the difficulties vfith which I am at 
present exercised !* I recollected what Job * 
had said, that ^ if there be a messenger with 
him^ an interpreter, one among a thousand^ 
to show unto man his uprightness ; then he 
is gracious unto him/# Encouraged hj 
^ese Constd^ations> I drew near to the 
house. The door was wide open. Jesus 
bath said, ^ BelnM I have set before thee 
an open door^ and no, maa can shut it«'f I 
found that it opened into a spacious vesti- 
bule ; in one of Hie compartments of which 
there was written, in large characters^ aa 
follows: 



f 
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THE RULES OF THIS FAMILY. 



Firsts It is expected that every one who comes 
under this roof, fail not to be present at Family 
Prayer, and the reading of the Scrq)tures. 

Secondly^ It is hoped that beside these things, at* 
tention be given to the private engagements of the 
closet. They who begin the day^ in prayer, will 
probably find cause to end it in praise. 

7%in//y, The Apostle's maxim is to be invariably 
followed, under the divine bles^ng : in all things 
having conversation as becometh thd Gos/iel of 
Christ : that no corrufit communication may firo^ 
ceed out of the mouth, but that which is good to the 
use ofedifving, that it may minister grace unto the 
hearers, Kphes. iv, 29. 

Lastly, Whatsoever is done ia word or deed^ all ' 
i? to be done in the name of the Lord Jesus^ giving 
thanks to God and the Father by him, Coioss. ill. IT, 



To every one who, looking up for grace to ren- 
der it effectual, sincerely desires to act in conformi- 
ty to these rules, the good man of the house saith, 
' Come inj thou blessed of the Lord f^ wherefore 
standest ihou without?* Gen^xxiv. 31. 

16* 
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Thus invited, I entered the door, and 
found that it led into a large room like a 
haD. There were several persons seated 
round a table, at the head of which a vener- 
able old man appeared to preside. Having 
taken my place at the bottom, to which the 
kind looks of the master at "the top seemed 
to invite me, I soon discovered, by what 
dropped from his lips in discourse, that the 
characters around me were Zion's Pilgrims, 
like myself; and that the Lord of the way 
had directed them in his providence hither 
for refreshment and counsel. / 

It is a very precious thing, when little 
societies meet together on gracious errands. 
There is a restraint upon the mind in the 
assembly that is mingled. ^ Two cannot 
walk together except they be agreed.' I 
venture to believe, that more or less, every 
follower of the Redeemer knows somewhat 
of* this in his own experience. And it 
should seem that the dear Lord himself, at 
his last supper, restrained those sweet and 
incomparable discourses, which the Apostle. 
John hath recorded in the fourteenth and 
following chapters of his gospel, until Judas 
the traitor had withdrawn. For as soon 
as he had gone out, Jesus said, * Now is 
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the Son of man- glorified ;' and immediate! jr 
tlie Lord began his farewel sermon. 

At this assembly of the Interpreter's^ 
there was somewhat visible in every cpun- 
tenance^ which indicated that ^ they were 
all of one heart and of one souL' They 
were come together to lay down their sev- 
eral burthens, and to unbosom their mindaf 
to each other. And the good man of the 
house seemed to be deputed to speak a word 
of consolation to every case. 

I found my mind much relieved under 
one part of my burthen, (I mean under the 
sorrows induced from the persecutions of 
my relations, J by, what the Interpreter said 
to a wpman in the company, under similar 
circumstances. * My best advice to you/ 
he said, ^ will be, to recommend you to 
seek grace, in order to adopt the prophet's 
example. For when he found no favour 
from man, he recollected that he had the 
favour of God. So that, however wicked 
the times were in which he lived, yet the 
righteousness of Jehovah was unchangeable. 
^ The best of them, (he said,) was as a bri* 
ar, the most upright is sharper than a thom 
hedge.' Who therefore could venture to. 
come near either ? Your case^ you ^ei^ ift 
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not singular, in the unkindness you sustain 
fi*om your relations, on account of your re- 
ligion. In all ages it hath been the same. 
And hence the prophet saith, * Trust ye not 
in a friend ; put ye not confidence in a 
guide ; keep the doors of thy mouth from 
her that lieth in thy bosom. For the son 
dishonoureth the father, the daughter riseth 
up against her mother, and the daughter- 
in-law against her mother-in-law ; a man's 
enemies are the men of his own house.' 
But what was the prophets conduct under 
these heavy troubles ? * Therefore, (saith 
he,) I will look unto the Lord : I will wait 
for the God of my salvation : my God will 
hear me.'* . The more the world frowns, 
the sweeter will be the smiles of Jesus. 
And the greater unkindness you meet with 
from your relations, the greater will be 
your esteem of the afTection of the Redeem- 
er. What, though all your earthly connex- 
ions fail, and their friendship is continual- 
ly fluctuating, and changeable ; yet in Je- 
6US you find an unchanging friend ^ at all 
times; one born for adversity, and who 
«ticketh closer than a brother.' 

^ And it should very evidently seem, that 
0od over-rules those very events which tend 

* Miqah vii. 4, 5, 6, 



'taloosen our attachment to every thing her^ 
belowy on purpose to raise our affectionsy 
and to fasten them on the great objects which 
are above. By tinging our most innocent 
enjoyments in this mortal state with vanity 
and disappointment, what is it but in eSeot 
saying) ^ Arise ye and depart, for this 13 ' 
not your rest> because it is polluted ?' There 
is much meaning in that word of the pro* 
phet, Thtrtfore ; when he says^ Therefor^ 
I will look unto the Lord : that is as much 
as to say. Because all things else are disr 
satisfying, I will look where I am swre %q^ 
to be disappointed. Though all creatiti?et 
leave me, my« Creator is the same i an^ 
though every earthly friend £ail me, my . 
heavenly Mend never will. O, depend up- 
on it, let a chUd of Grod be persecuted, for- 
saken, flighted, or despised ever so much 
by man ^ yet while he hath a God to look 
up to^ ^d a Covenant*God to trust in | 
while he can say JVfjf God, he may at the 
same time with full assurance say, ht will 
hear me, © 

^ And I believe it possible, nay niiore than 
possible^ even frequently induced by divint 
grace, that, where the love of God is shed 
at^road in the heart in its fulness waA 
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strength^ it drives out ail lesser considera- 
tions ; as the effulgent brightness of the sup 
puts out the fire of the bearish. And it is 
in this sense' we must accept that other- 
wise seemingly harsK doctrine to flesh 
and bloody where the Redeemer saith^ * K 
any man come to me^ and hate not his 
father, and mother, and wife, and*children, 
and brethren, and sisters, yea, and his life 
also, he cannot be ray disciple.' That the 
Apostle Paul felt the influence of this hating 
liis own Kfe, no one will question, who at- 
tends to the holy saint's groaning under 
* tBe body of sin and death,' which he tells 
ias he carried about with hink And that a 
believer in- the present hour, who knows 
what it is at times to loath and even hate 
his own flesh from the corruptions of it, 
may without violence to the purest affections 
be well supposed to feel something of obe- 
dience to the Redeetiier's pi^ecept in hating 
eVery tie which tends to separate the soul 
from the great and unrivalled object of its 
love, will not be doubted. * Wl>om have I 
in heaven but thee ? and there is none upon 
earth that I desire beside thee ;' is an ap- 
peal, which many besides David have been 
enabled to make/ 
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When the Interpreter had finished his 
discourse to the wondan, he addressed him«^ 
self to me ^ and concluding, from my ap** 
pearance among the circle, that one and the 
same motive as brought others to his house^ 
had brought me also, he desired to know 
what was.the immediate subject of my pres- 
ent attet)tion* 

I simply repeaeted to him the distress 
with which my mind had been exercised,' 
since I had perused a little book on the sub- 
ject of grace, and had overheard^the con- 
versation between the brothers.   

He prevented my adding more, by say- 
ing, * I know very well that author's writ- 
ings, and can easily conceive how his rea- 
sonings may have operated upon your mind* 
But a moment's reflection under God, the 
Spirit's teaching, will be enough to refute 
doctrines of such a tendency. 

* To suppose that the gift of Gk>d's grace 
depends upon man's merit, is to invert the 
very order of things^ and make the creature 
the first mover in his salvation : which is 
in direct opposition to the whole tenoi* of 
scripture. This if true, would destroy 
G od's foreknowledge. 



^ To imagine that our acceptance or refu»* 
al of grace is the result of our own pleas^ 
«re^ is to rob God of another ot his glori«- 
OUI3 perfections of character : for it is in 
effeet sayings that man is more powerful 
than his Maker^ in that what God wiUs^ 
man may defeat. And this takes from God 
his omnipotence^ n . 

^ To fancy that our improvement^ or mis- 
improvement of gracC) will render it effect^ 
'iial> or the contrary^ is committing another 
lireach fti the divine attributes ; for this is 
reducing the covenant of grace to a cove- 
nant of works. And hence, after all God 
hath said and promised, concerning .the 
|r*eedom, and fulness, and sovereignty of his 
galvation, in this .case, the event of it would 
depend on the merit of the creature. And 
this is taking, from God both his wisdom 
imd hia glory. ^ 

.  And to believe, after what Gkid the 
Father hath given, and God the Son hath 
accomplished, for the salvation of his people 
in a covenant way, that souls renewed by 
God the Holy Ghost, and called with an 
holy calling, may yet finally, perish ; this is 
bringing down redemption work to so pre-^ 
cariotts and uncertain an issue^ as must 
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leave it altogether undetermined whether a 
single believer shall be saved or not. And 
this throws to the ground the distinguish** 
ing character of GoA's immutability* 

* I will very readily grant, (continued the 
Interpreter,) that, grace is brought forward 
into many sharp and trying dispensations in 

. the lives of the faithful. .God is certainly 
exercising the gifts of his Holy Spirit which 
he bestows upon them, by temptation and 
troubles, and a variety of providences. And 
in fact such must be the^ case. ' For unex<^ 
ercised grace would otherwise find no scope 
to manifest itself. But for any one to im* 
aglne from lience, that our acceptance wiUi 

, God depends upon the event of those ex- 
ercises, would be to make the present life a 
life of pi^^obatlon and trial, as some injudi* 
cious teachers have taught their people, and 
to render the Redeemer's merits and death 
still questionable, whether it would become 
available for the sinner's justification be- 
fore God. 

^ Blessed be the divine benignity^ things 
are not so ! It is our mercy that the finish* 
ed and complete, salvation of the Lord Jer 

* sus doth not rest upon so uncertain a tenure* 
An ^ everlasting^ covenant^ ordered in att 
17 ^ 
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things and sure/ can never leave the issue 
of it doubtful. What Vaul saith, when rest- 
ing the whole stress of the,^inner's hope for 
acceptance before God upon the justifying 
merits of Christ Jesus, may be equaHy ap- 
plied to the case of every believer : * I do 
not, (says he,) fr^trate the grace of God ; 
for if righteousness corae by the law, then 
Christ is dead in vain/ 

My heart rejoiced in the consolation, 
< God be adored, (I cried,) who hath brought 
me to this place, and hath given you j (tak- 
ing the Interpreter by the hand as I said 
it^) the tongue of the learned, to know how 
to speak a word in season to him that is 
weary/* I see now the fallacy of those ar- 
guments in that })ook^ by which my mind 
hath been exercised with distress* 



TAe Picture Boom* 

AiFTBR this conversation, the Interpreter 

' led n»e, andlhe few pUgHnft also, who were 

fltanding at that time around him, into the 

//^ Picture Roonif to explain to us a beautiful 

representation of the Jewish Passoceer. % 

* Isaiah IL 8. 



* Perhaps, (said * the good man of the 
house,) it may never have struck you, that 
80 infinitely important a point in the salva- 
tion of sinners is the precious death of thfe 
Lord Jesus, that the Holy Ghost caused it 
to be shadowed out, by various representa- 
tions in his church, according as the seve- 
ral objects intended to be accomplished by 
it, required. 

* See here, (said he, pointing to the first 
compartment in the painting,) the parsing 
at?er the house of the Israelitesrby the des- 
ta*oying angel. Here are no bolts, no bars^ 
to their Svindows. But behold that blood 
on the {fn^{, and on the two slde^posts ; thii 
became the security. Now this represents 
the deliverance of the sinner from the di- 
vine visitation for sin. Hence the Lord 
Jesus is said * to have dalivered us from the 
wrath to come.' 

* But it is not enough to deliver from the 
wrath to come, if that had been all that the 
Lord Jesus had accomplished by redemp- 
tion ; our nature, though rescued from mer- 
ited punishment, would still have continu- 
ed polluted and defiled, without an expia- 
tion : and, consequently, incapable of draw- 
ing nigh to God, See hei*e, therefore (cri* 
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ed the Interpreter, i>ointiiig to the secmd 
compartm^t in the painting,) the great doc- 
trine of atonement, represented in the death 
of the Iamb. And this doctrine is again 
more fully ^typified by the sin-offering on 
tiie day 6f atonement, Levit iv. 

* Neither is that all. Our deliverance 
from wrath, and the expiation of our souls 
from sin, though exempting from merited 
punishment and cleansing away the guilt 
of our nature, yet could not qualify for the 
enjoyment of happiness, without a change 
of heart Hence, therefore, the regenera- 
tion and renewing of the Holy Ghost^ ad 
fessential to prepare the mind for divine 
communications here, and glory hereafter, 
became an interesting point in the doctrine 
of salvation. And this was represented in 
the Jewish church, by the typical purifica- 
tions enjoined under the law* Here, (cri- 
. ed the interpreter, pointing to a third di- 
vision of the paintuig,) is a cluster of them 
sketched together. In the passover, * the 
leaven was put away :' implying, the re- 
generation of the heart maketli all things 
new. And the cleansing of the leper^ and 
the living bird dipped in the blood of the 
slain, over running water, and causing it 
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to flj away in the open field ; these ad 
shadowed it out. Levit xiv; 

* And finaHy, you see, (said the Inter- 
preter,) in order to confirm all the new 
covenant promises, Moses is here described 
as sprinkling the people with the blood, to 
intimate, that in the conveyance of those 
mercies in Christ Jesus, it is not enough 
that the blood of Christ is shed, but it must 
be personally applied. This office of the 
Holy Ghost is therefore here represented 
in the fourth compartment of the picture, 
to testify that ^ Christ is made God unto 
us, wisdom, and righteousness, and sancti- 
fication, and redemption ; that according 
as it is written, he that glorietb, let him 
glory in the Lord/  

* I hope, (said the Interpreter, wli^n he 
had finished his remarks on the picture,) 
that God hath given you grace to under* 
stand all these things. Now let me conduct 
you to a spot, whicli, if I mistake not, will 
do more under his blessed teaching, to re- 
lieve your mind from the distressing doubts 
the sophistry of the infidel brothers hath oc- 
casioned, than all the volumes of human 
learning. What a man's real sentiments 
are^ will 6est be known in (us dying mor 

ir* 
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i&ents. lu that hour the mask of deceptioii 
falls off; and you may be sure then to see 
his real features.' 

Saying this, the Interpreter took me by 
the hand, and led me into an outer court: 
the rest of our little company followed us. 
After descending a very deep flight of steps, 
we came to a cave. He opened an iron 
gate, and upon entering it, I found myself 
burrounded with ^ 

Mmuments. 

In this solemn spot, the first thing that 
caught my attention was the tomb of thje 
•iutlior of the Leviathan. Alas ! said I, is 
thal^the memento of that celebrated infidel 
of th« last age ? * The very same,* answered 
the Intei^jreter ; * that is the man whose 
writings poisoned the mind of the Earl qf 
Eochester, as that nobleman hiniself declar- 
ed, after his conversion. The author of 
the Leviathan lived to be an old sinner, for 
he was upwards of ninety when he died* 
His life was rendered remarkable for the 
many blasphemous expressions he uttered 
against God and his holy word. He was 
always bold in impiety when in company^ 
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but very timid when alone. If he awoke 
in the night and found his candle extin- 
guished, he was full of terrors. His last 
words, as related of him, were, " I shall be 
glad to And a hole to creep out of the world !^* v 

And praj whose monument is that, said 
I to the Interpreter, which hath a bust on 
the tablet of it, looking so pensive I ' Read 
the inscription it bears, (replied the Inter- 
preter,) and. from his latest confessions, 
which are there recprded ; f^ou will recol- 
lect whos^it is. I looked with attention, 
and read lis follows : 

' I have run the silly round of business 
and of pleasure, and have done with them 
all. I have enjoyed all the felicities of the 
world and consequently know their futility, 
and do not regret their loss. I appraise 
them at their real value, which is, in truth, 
very low. Shall I teM you that I bear this 
melancholy situation with that meritorioua 
constancy and resignation which most peo- 
ple boast of? No. For I really cannot help 
it. I bear it, because I must bear it, wheth- 
er I will or no. I think of nothing now 
but killing time the best way I can. It is 
itfy resolution to sleep in the caiTiage dur- 
ing the remainder of my journey.' 
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* Well, my friend, (cried the Interpreter, 
when I had finished reading the inscription,) 
what are your ideas of infidels now ? Here 
they speak plainly what are their real sen- 
timents/ 

I think, answered I, my situation is like 
that of David's w-hen he went into the.sanc- 
tuary of God : I now understand the end of 
these men — How truly awful ! 

Turning myself round, by way of pas- 
sing from th^conteny)lation of a siglit so 
very distressing, I beheld in on#tiicAe, two 
sculptured figures together^ on oife column. 
Who are these ? I cried. * This on your 
right hand, (answered the Interpreter,) is 
the great dpostte of Jnfidelityf as he affect- 
ed to be called, of a neighbouring nation. 
And him on your left is a celebrated histori- 
an of our own. 
I^{kAv^ * Theformer, in great agonies of mindy 
exclaimed to his physician, ** I am abandon- 
ed both by God and man. Doctor, cried 
he, I'll give you half I am worth if you can 
give me life six- months !'* And upon the. 
doctor's telling him he feared he, could not 
live six weeks, *^ Then, (he replied,) X shall 
go to hell !" and expired soon after.. ^ 
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* Tlte latter spent his last days in playing 
at cards^ in cracking^okes^'and in reading 
romances. He is said to have acknowledg- 
ed, that with 611 his bitter invectives a-^ 
gainst the Bible, he had never read the 
New Testament with attention.' 

My mind was so sickened from the med- 
itation on those few characters, that I beg- 
ged to hasten from the place. I saw a group 
of other tombs, some with inscriptions, and 
others without, * whose memorials were per- 
ished with them f but I could bear no more. 
We ascended the isame steps by which we 
had come down, and on leaving the dreadful 
place, my heart exclaimed, * Oh ! my soul, 
come not thou into their secret ; unto their 
assembly, mine honour be not thou united !* 

What impressions the rest of the compa- 
ny felt I know, not ; but for my part, never 
shall I forget the awfulness pf the scene. 
Is this the sure term/nation, I said to my- 
self, of infidelity ? Oh ! for that warning 
voice, and that more powerful grace to make 
the voice effectual, which the man of God 
uttered in the holy mountain, ^to be sounded 
in every infidel's ears ; * Be ye not mock- 
ers,. lest your bands be made strong !' 
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My mind acquired great strength and 
greater knowledge in divine things during 
my abode in thfe house of the Interpreter. 
JL was with him somewhat ihore than three 
months, and the time seemed to me but a 
few days ; like the seven years of the Patri^ 
arches, labour in the service of the Syrian^ 
for the reward in expectation which sweet- 
ened the whole. At length it became ne- 
cessary to depart ; and the morning arrived 
in which 1 was to bid him farewell. 

There w^ere several other of Zion's Pil- 
gi'ims in the house beside myself, who were 
also on the eve of departure ; and therefore 
the good man of the house called us together 
into the hall, in order to receive his parting 
blessing. 



Mottos. 



* It is my uniform custom, (said the In- 
terpreter,) when Christian friends are about 
to leave my house, to give them, by way of 
token, a written motto, consisting of some 
particular passage of God's word, which, by 
wearing it in their bosoms, may serve at 
•nee, through divine grace, to bring to their 
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]i?emembraiice the instructions which they 
have received from me ; and also furnish 
them with soloiewhat of consolation suited 
to the peculiar frame and constitution o^ 
their own minds/ In saying this, he pre- 
sented to a poor man who stood near me, and 
whose appearance indicated that the glass 
of his life was nearly run out to the last sand, 
a piece of paper, on which was written, Jer- 
emiah xlix, il. * Leave thy fatherless chil- 
dren, I will preserve them alive ; and let thy 
widows trust in me.' And within this pa- 
per there was another folded piece, bearing 
this inscription, Isaiah \\\. 5. * For thy Ma- 
ker is thine husband, the Lord of Hosts is 
his name ; and thy Redeemer the Holy One 
of Ijsrael ; the God of the whole earth shall 
he be called/ And within this also a thirds 
with this motto. Psalm xxvii. 10. ^ When 
my father and my mother forgake me, then 
the Lord will take me up.* As tfie Inter- 
preter presented this paper to the poor man, 
he said, ^ You liave heard all that I have 
said to you, my brother, on the subject of 
our own everlasting welfare : and I am 
much pleased to see, from the evidences 
which appear in your experience of the re- 
newed ljfe> that a work of gracei^is wrought 
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in your heart, and that your hopes are well 
founded. But as I know that the several 
claims of nature in your family have a strong 
» hold upon your feelings, I heg you fre- 
quently to have recourse to these sweet cov- 
enant promises. The Jirst is for yourself. 
The second for the beloved partner of your 
heart. And the third for your cliildren.' 

To another, who stood also near me, and 
whose anxiely had been very greatly exer- 
cised respecting the deceitfulness of his 
heart, and who feared lest after all, his reli- 
gion should be found to be nothing more 
than ji cloak of hypocrisy, the Interpreter 
presented a paper with this motto ; * Search 
me, God, and know my heart ; try me, 
and know my thoughts. And see if there 
be any wicked way in me, and lead me in 
the way everlasting.* Ps. cxxxix. 23, £4. 
And, as he presented it, he said, *Take this, 
my friei^, and make it the subject of your 
daily inquiry before God. See w hether you 
can pray with the same earnest desire as 
David did 5 or appeal to the Great Searcher 
of hiearts, as Patd did ; * God is my witness 
whom I serve with my 'spirit in the gospd 
of his Son.' Rom. i. 9. If the approbation 
of God, an^ not the applause of man, be the 
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desire of the heart ; if the mind hates sin 
as sin, and not for its consequences ; if you 
can bless a taking God, as well as a giving. 
God ; if you feel youi: soul humbled with a. 
sense of unworthiness, while .God is shower- 
ing down upon you the abundance of his 
grace ; if Jesus be loved for his own sake, 
more than for his gifts ; these are all so 
many marks and touchstones ^ character, 
wliich never can belong to hypocrisy, and 
therefore may be considered by you as evi- 
dences of a well-founded hope.' 

* Young man, (said the Inter-preter, to a 
very hopeful and promising youth that was 
in the circle,) the best^Hfotto I «an present 
you with, is the declaration which the Lord 
commanded the prophet to make in the ears 
of Jerusalem : > Thus saith the Lord, I re- 
member thee, ttie kindness of thy youth, the 
love of thine espousals, when thou wentest 
after me in the wilderness, in a land that 
was not sown.' Jeremiah ii. 2. Keep this 
precious text of Scripture in your bosom, as 
an infallible antidote against all the poison- 
ous influence with which you may be sur- 
rounded in the long pilgrimage through 
which you have yet to pass. The man that 
hath many days to county hath many win- 
18 
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tery dispensations to be exercised with.^ 
Nothing can servie more eflfectually, through 
divine grace, to bear up the mind under all 
its pressures, than the recollections of early 
notices of God and/rom God ; and so sweet 
a promise of being remembered through alL^ 
* And as for you, my brother, (tlie good 
man said, addressing himself to me,) there 
is no paasa^ of Scripture more suited to 
your case and circumstances, than that 
which is contained in the prayer of the Lord 
Jesus, in the conclusion of his ministry upon 
earth ; (John xvii, 11.) * Holy Father, keep 
through thine own name those whom thon 
hast given me/ Originally ^i?e?i, as all the 
faithful are, by the Father to the Lord Je- 
sus, 6e/bre the Redeemer manifests the Fa- 
ther's name unto them; evidently the^rqj- 
erty of the Father at the time of the dona- 
tion, * i6v thine they v/ere, and thou gavest 
them to me ;' fully proved to, be redeemed 
by Jesus, by having the Father^s name Tnani^ 
fested unto them, anu having kept his word; 
strongly and powerfully recommended to the 
Father's keeping, by one whom the Father 
heareth always, and whose joint interest in 
the believer is one and the same with the 
Father's, for ^ all mine are thine, and thine 



arc mine :' how is it possible that such *can 
ever perish, or that any should pluck them 
out of his Almighty hand ;' Keep this sweet 
Scripture, therefore, I charge you always 
in your bosom, and carry it about with you 
t^hithersoever you go ; that its influence 
may be perpetual, and that the will of the 
Redeemer, corresponding with the gifisLni 
grace of the Father, may never escap'e your 
recollection ; * Father, I will that they also 
whom thou hast given me, be with me where 
I am, that they may behold the glory which 
thoii hast given me.' John xvii. £4. 

The Inteqjreter conducted me to tjie 
door, and as I stepped over the threshold, 
I turned about once more to express my 
thankful acknowledgment of the affectionate 
manner in which I had been entertained, — 



' S ince we part. 
Adieu, kind friend, Interpreter from God, 
Sent from whose sovereign goodness I adore. 
Gentle to rae, and affable, hath b^en 
Thy condescension, and shall be ever honour'd 
With grateful inem'ry. 

But it was an event which the coinci- 
dence of circumstances in a Pilgrim's life, 
like mine, could only produce, that soon af- 
tei' I left the house of the Interpreter, I met 
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the poor inaHf of whom such honourable tes- 
timony is made by me in the former part of 
these memoirs, accompanied with my moral 
neighbour^ at whose instance I attended the 
elegant preacher^s sermon, who is also men- 
tioned in the first days of my inquiry for the 
way to Zion. Struck with astonishment at 
what I saw, that such an one should come 
on pilgrimage, I was going to express my 
surprise, when he anticipated all my inqui- 
ries, by accounting for the change. * To 
this dear friend,' he cried, taking the poor 
man by the has^d, ^ I am indebted, unto Grod, 
for the -gracious conversion of my mind 
from the error of its ways* I felt no small 
eonfusion from the strength of your obser- 
vations respecting the ineffectual tendency 
of morality to justify before Grod ; and par- 
ticularly from the manner in which you stat- 
ed it in your conversation, as instanced in 
the conduct of brethren towards one another^ 
while deficient in love and obedience to- 
wards their Father. But the remarks of 
this poor man at the church porch, after the 
sermon we had heard, were such as threw 
to the ground, through God^s grape, all the 
building of self-confidence which I had been 
rearing up from the supposed rectitude of 



my Ufe* And since that time^ I have been 
so thoroughly convinced, from the frequent 
instjructions of this dear friend, whom I 
bave made my constant companion, 6{ the 
utter impossibility of man^s being justified 
by any thing of his own before God, tLat 
all my astonishmentiaow is, not that I have 
forever relinquished the vain pretension^ 
but that I ever should have imbibed it. I 
am now most fully satisfied, I bless God, 
that so far is the highest moral virtue from 
affording any ground of justification before 
Gt)d, that unless divme grace keep the soul 
bumble under all its attainments, it is apt to 
produce pride in our hearts, and thereby to 
subject us to the greater condemnation. It 
may very safely be granted, that all moral 
excellencies will be the necessary result of 
true religion, as good fruit will be the nat- 
ural production of a good tree i and that 
after the greatest pretensions^ we have no 
authority to call that man religious who is 
immoral. But it must at the same time be 
insisted upon as strenuously, tliat so far de- 
tached is morality from religion, in a great 
variety of instances, that nothing is more 
common in fife, than (o see persons who are 
truly irreproachable in tiieir conduct t<»- 
18* 
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wards man, who are totally remiss and even 
profane as to their demeanour before God, 
Heaoe, therefore, there are a thousand 
<^ases to which the best and most extensive 
laws of morality cannot reach ; but yet 
they are all cognizable before him who 
trieth the heart. I difpovered these truths 
bjr this poor man's instruction, through 
divine . grace^ and immediately found tiie 
fallacy under ^hich I had been living. 
And, blessed be God, I have now learnt, 
that, ^without repentance towards Gt)d, 
and faith in oi|r Lord Je^us Christ,' the 
most punctual and diligent discharge of 
the moral obligations I owe my neighbour^ 
cannot justify me before God,' 

My heart rejoiced at what I heard, and 
I secretly felt withiii me the full force of 
that question, * What hath Gt)d wrought ^ 

I detain not the reader with the relation 
pf what followed this unexpected meeting ; 
neither do I think it necessary to extend 
my narrative by an account of a great va- 
riety of occi^rrences with whid\ my pilr 
grimage hath since been distinguished. I 
promised him at the commencement of my 
history, that it i^hould be a short one, from 
the hour in which the Lord was pleased ta 
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epil me by his grace, to the period in which 
I sat down to conununicate it ; and having 
iKTought the subject thus far, I shall there- 
fore now relieve the reader's attention al- 
together. 

To tell him of my present feelings, amidst 
a mingled slate of many precious assuranc- 
es, tempered with many trying dispensa- 
tions, would be to relate the uniform history 
of every Pilgrim to Zion. These are the 

* spots of God's children,^ and they all 
prove a family-likeness. I am frequently 
exercised with deep and sl^arp trials, and 
sometimes feel a heart disposed to tell my 
Heavenly Teacher, that I think I might be 
spai'cd many such lessons. But the upshot 
of the instruction ger^rally brings me to 
this conclusion : ^ How happy it is for me, 
that I am placed under a wiser and better 
direction than my own !' 

* I^am now waiting th^ Master's call, 
rather, I persuade myself, (if I know any 
thing of my own heart,) with a pleasing, 
than an anxious expectation. -My desire is 

* to die daily to the world, and to crucify 
the flesh wilii its affections and lusts.' I 
vish to sit as detached as possible from 
every thing here below, that when the car- 
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riage to fetch me) stops at m j door^ I may 
rise up instantly^ and depart ^ to meet the 
Lord in the air.' Under this view, my 
heart is weaning more and more, I hope, 
from all things beneath the sun. Little of 
this wbrld can I speak, for I know but liiHe 
of its employments, I am seeking ^ a better 
cmintry, that is, an heavenly «' And what 
is it to the u^an under sentence of death in 
Newgate, what is transacting on the Royal 
Exchange? 

And as to thefiiU assurance of faiths res- 
pecting the possession of those immortal ob- 
jects which open before m^, I can and do 
, say, with the humblest, but at the same 
time with the best grounded confidence, ^ I 
know in whom I ha^ •* believed ; being con- 
fident of this very thing, that he who has 
begun a good work in mei will perform it 
until the day of Jesus Christ/ That * crown 
of righteousness/ which the Apostle declar- 
ed was not only laid up {ov him^ but for ^ all 
them that love the appearing of the Lord,^ 
is laid up for .ma also. I have examined 
myself by this standard, as well as by eveiy 
other which I know of; Do I love the 
Lord's appearing ? Yes ! I love his appear- 
ing in the conversion of every poor sinner 
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whom God the Holy Ghost makes * willing 
in the day of his power.' I loye his ap- 
pearing in the gracious^ seasonably^ and 
suitable relief of all his tried family. I love 
his appearing in the defence of his oppres- 
sed ones from sin and Satan, in the ten 
thousand instances with which they are ex- 
ercised here below. And I trust, I am of 
that happy number who are said to b# 
^ looking for, and hasting unto,' the com- 
ing of that great day of his appearing^ 
when ^ he shall come to be glorified in his 
saints^ and to be admired in all them that 
believe.' 

Reader, farewell ! May our experience^ 
when Jesus comes, correspond with the de- 
claration of the Prophet ; ^ It shall be said 
in that day, |^o ! this is our God, we 
have waited for him, and he will save us : 
this is the Lord, w« have waited for him, 
we will be glad and rejoice in bis salva« 
tioi^' Amen. 
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